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STATE OF MAINE 
123RD LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR & FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS 

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND 

ENACTED LAWS 

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws summarizes all bills and adopted 
amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the Second Regular or First Special Sessions 
of the 123r<l Maine Legislature. 

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee, and within each committee by LD number. 
The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed below each bill 
title. All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number. A subject index is included 
with each committee. The appendices include a summary of relevant session statistics, an index of all 
bills by LD number and an index of enacted laws by law type and chapter number. 

Final action on each bill is noted to the right of the bill title. The abbreviations used for various 
categories of final action are as follows: 

CON RES XXX... ............................. Chapter# of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses 
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO A GREE .... .......................... Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died 
DIED BETWEEN BODIES..... . ........................................... House & Senate disagree; bill died 
DIED IN CONCURRENCE ........... One body accepts ONTP report; the other indefinitely postpones the bill 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT. .................................... Action incomplete when session ended; bill died 
EMERGENCY.......................... . ........................................... Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days 
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ..................... Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote 
FAILED ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE. ................................................... Bill failed to get majority vote 
FAILED MANDA TE ENACTMENT........... . ... Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 2/3 vote 
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY.. .. Ruled out of order by the presiding officers; bill died 
IN DEF PP.............................. . ... .................... Bill Indefinitely Postponed; bill died 
ONTP (or Accepted ONTP report) .......... Ought Not To Pass report accepted; bill died 
P&S XXX .......................... Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law 
PUBLIC XXX......... . ............................................. ...... Chapter# of enacted Public Law 
RESOLVE XXX. ............ ................................. Chapter# offinally passed Resolve 
UNSIGNED .................................................................................................................... Bill held by Governor 
VETO SUSTAINED ............................................................... Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto 

The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the Second Regular Session (R2) is 
June 30, 2008. The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Special Session (SI) 
is July 18, 2008. 1 The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency measure is specified in the 
enacted law summary for those bills. Any bill summarized in this document having an LD number less 
than 1932 was a bill carried over from the First Regular Session of the 123r<l Legislature. 

1 The session m which each law was enacted or finally passed (R2 or S 1) is included in Appendix C. 



Joint Standing Committee on Marine Resources 

savings be transferred to the Shellfish Fund, which is established for the management, enforcement, restoration, 
development and conservation of shellfish and mussels in the intertidal zone or coastal waters, and allocates those funds 
for funding overtime for water quality staff and training volunteers in the water quality program. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Pubiktaw 2001. chapter 692eliminates the requir:~nent that 11~tificati1Jn<<>f rulemakingrriatil1g to the status IJf~ shelJfis~ 
area.be publis~e<f jn a newspaper; Im,tead, P~blicLaw 2007, chipter,692 requires the Department of }.(arine Resources to. 
place any infomiation concerningthe opening or closing of ashell~sh area. :<?n the d~~ment's .shellfish sanitation hotline 
an~ onthe department's.pu~licly acce~sible wer,site.Jtalso directs tllat the fesulting sayings be transferred to the Shellfish 
F~d; 'Yhich.is e~ta~li~~ed for~1.~age11:1e~~.e11foro~e11t, rfstora~?n, development and conservation £>f shellfish ~a 
mussels ~. the ~tem4a1 z9ne or~oasta.\waters; 'and allo9at~s thpsefund~ for funding ovt:rtiµie for water quality staff and 
training volunteers in the water 41uality pr()gram. .. . . .. . . . . . . 

LD 2137 An Act To Clarify the Licensing Requirements for Aquaculturists and 
Allow for the Appropriate Handling of Bycatch from Aquaculture Lease 
Sites 

Sponsor(s) 

MCDONOUGH 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-711 

PUBLIC 522 

LD 213 7 provides that wild fish found with farmed fish in an area leased for aquaculture must be harvested and returned 
for appropriate disposal by the lease holder. It also provides that the holder of an aquaculture lease is not required to hold 
a separate license for the removal, possession, transport or sale of certain cultured organisms from the area leased for 
aquaculture or licensed gear. This bill establishes that commercial shellfish license holders, mussel hand-raking license 
holders and mussel boat license holders may use these licenses to remove, possess, transport and sell cultured shellfish 
they have removed from an area they lease for aquaculture. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-711) 

This amendment makes technical corrections to certain statutory references in the bill. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Pub1kLa\V200'l,x:ha'p.ter 52~ pi-<>videsthat '\\'ild fish f~~d.yith farmed fish in an ~ea le~d foraguacui~e :tnust be .... ··. 
harv~ste<l andTeturnedfor apprc,priate uisposalby the lease holder~. It also pro~des that the holder of an aqua?~lture}ease 
is noJ:.required tnhQld. ~ separat~ license.for the removal, .po~session,. transPQi:t or sale of ce,:uiin. cultured .prg~nisms .from. 
the.13.rea I.eased for.!9uaculture or licensed :gear'. Public U\W 2007, chapter 522establishes that CQmmercialshellt'ish · .. 
lice1,}Se holde~, ~usseL~d:-raking license holders ~dmussel boat license holders may use these licenses to remove, 
possess; transl)Qrtand s .. e. llcu .. ltured .shellfish th.eyha. ve re1noved from an area they lease fut aquaculture; 

'"''','', .-,'',, ' ,' ' -' ' ', 

LD 2156 An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Marine Resources 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

DAMON OTP-AM 

This bill makes the following changes to the laws governing marine resources: 

Amendments Adopted 

S-615 

PUBLIC 615 

1. Modifies the definition of" common carrier" to ensure that the intrastate transportation of marine organisms by common 
carrier is allowed; 
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Joint Standing Committee on Marine Resources 

2. Provides the Commissioner of Marine Resources the authority to dispose of property as well as acquire and hold 
property; 

3. Corrects a conflict created when Public Law 2007, chapters 176 and 240 both amended a provision oflaw that governs 
the Marine Resources Advisory Council. It corrects the conflict by incorporating the changes made by both laws; 

4. Corrects a reference regarding where United States Coast Guard funding should be deposited within the Department of 
Marine Resources; 

5. Creates the Watercraft Fund within the Department of Marine Resources; 

6. Creates the Halibut Fund within the Department of Marine Resources; 

7. Creates an exception to the prohibition against the possession, buying or selling of Atlantic salmon for those fish that 
have been legally obtained from a licensed private fee pond and are tagged in conformance with rules adopted by the 
Commissioner of Marine Resources; 

8. Creates a mandatory suspension based on 3 or more convictions of possessing oversize sea urchins; 

9. Clarifies that an individual who is under 18 years of age and living year round on an island that is not connected to the 
mainland by an artificial structure may not be subject to being placed on a waiting list when issued a license in a limited
entry zone; 

10. Provides for a portion of the fees for Class I and Class III lobster and crab fishing licenses for applicants 70 years of 
age and older to be deposited in the Lobster Fund; 

11. Creates an exemption to limited entry in the elver fishery to allow a person whose elver fishing license was suspended 
for longer than a year to purchase a license in the year after the suspension is concluded; 

12. Creates an exemption to allow dead marine mammals to be brought to shore for the purpose of research with written 
pennission of the Commissioner of Marine Resources and subject to conditions imposed by the commissioner 

13. Prohibits a person from fishing for or taking mussels between sunset and sunrise; 

14. Provides that half of the research surcharge on a sea urchin and scallop diving tender license is deposited into the 
Scallop Research Fund and half is deposited into the Sea Urchin Research Fund; 

15. Creates an exemption to limited entry in the sea urchin fishery to allow a person whose urchin license was suspended 
for longer than a year to purchase a license in the year after the suspension is concluded 

16. Clarifies that an individual with a wholesale seafood license with lobster pennit may ship lobster out of state, but may 
only transport within the State, unless they also hold a lobster transportation permit; and 

17. Adds areas covered by limited purpose leases for commercial aquaculture research and development or for scientific 
research, emergency aquaculture leases for shellfish relocation and the limited-purpose aquaculture license to the areas 
where fishing near floating equipment is prohibited. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-615) 

This amendment reduces the fee for a nonresident lobster and crab landing permit from $2,047.25 to $500 and 
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Joint Standing Committee on Marine Resources 

increases the surcharge on that license from $93.75 to $250. Money raised from the surcharge on that license goes into the 
Lobster Promotion Fund. It makes a technical change to the law regarding lobster fishing in the Monhegan Lobster 
Conservation Area. It authorizes the Commissioner of Marine Resources to grant an exception for research purposes to the 
law prohibiting a person from depositing a dead marine animal in the intertidal zone. This amendment limits the 
prohibition in the bill for harvesting mussels between sunset and sunrise to draggers and authorizes the Commissioner of 
Marine Resources to allow the harvest of mussels during that time in areas designated as seed mussel areas. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public. Law·2001, chapter 615 makes the following changes to tiieJaws governing marine resources: 

,' ,, ', ',' ", /' :'. 

musse.1s betwe~n s~nsetand suniis~ eiiepith~ 90Ifurlls~1oner of Marine 
time in ar~as designateti as seedmu~se1 ~eas. 
urchin and scal{9p diving tender license.is deposited into the 

det>0S1lted ,nu,, rn,,. Sea.Urchin Research Fund; · , ' , 
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Joint Standing Committee on Marine Resources 

i 5. Creates· an exemption to limited entry in the se~ufohin fosl:iery to al1ow a person whose urchin license was suspended 
for longer than a year to purchase a license.in the. year after the .sµspension is concluded; 

16.· (;farifi~.;t1ialaJ;kdiyiaual·itlt:a ;holesale •• s&a(oodlicense.with; l{)bsterpem1i{~~y.ship Iobster •. out. of state~bllttnay 
only transport•within the State; unless. they also holdalohster transportation :permit; •· · ·· · · · 

A~~,~~i.c{)veredhyl11hitea pUlJ)risJ1~if~r~Oll1J:liel'~1~iaq,culnire\~;se;c~~dde;;Io1me,ntorfut s~iehtiflc'C 
rese~cli,:etne,rgency aquacu.ltur~leases for .shellfi~h r~location and the linrited-:~pse aq1¥1Culture.license to the. ar;eas . 
wher~ fishincg,near floating equipm~t isprohibitedt c • 

•1 i. Redljisthefee·fo~ :,honresident· };l>st~r.and'.c~}an1ngpermitJrom.$2,047,25tJ$500 a11{1ncreasetth~·~iif~h~ge· 
on tli~t li~s¢froni .$93 .75 to $250~ Money11iised from the surchat"ge on thatlicense goes into the Lob~ter Prolllotion 
Fund;and ' .. · . · . · ·· · · 

19. Makesai~~hnicalbhange to thela.w reg~diitglob~teifishing in the M~nhegan Lob;ter Con.serv;tion' Area. 
_'. .. '".' ''",'_ . ,"'.'· _"' . . . ·>' ','. ' ,·. \' --···.·" ,', ;>,, ' , '.' '., ,, N"' '' '" ',,> ,:' ,"'' ',' ;' ,'., ", 

LD 2158 Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 
34.10(1)(B)(4)(b)(viii): Atlantic Halibut, Landings Tag, Proposed Fee, a 
Major Substantive Rule of the Department of Marine Resources 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-724 

RESOLVE 169 
EMERGENCY 

This resolve provides for legislative review of portions of Chapter 34.10(l)(B)(4)(h)(viii): Atlantic Halibut, Landings Tag, 
proposed fee, a major substantive rule of the Department of Marine Resources. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-724) 

This amendment approves the final adoption of the major substantive rule regarding halibut tag fees if the rule is amended 
to set the tag fee at $1 and to allow the Department of Marine Resources to increase the fee to cover increased tag, 
administration and mailing costs. It must also provide that a portion of the tag fee may be used to fund Atlantic halibut 
research. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2007, chapterl 69 appr<?ves the final adoption-0f the major substantive rule regarding ~alibut tag fees if theruJei~.· 
~~dedtQ settne;tagfee at $.l · and toallow>the Departmentof.M~e Re~ources to in~rease th~ f~ to cover.}11cr~as,ed ... ·· 
tag, adniiW~trationau,4 tnailinifcosts. It also proyides that the .finalrule .must all()w a portion of the tag fee he used, to fund 
Atlantic h.~libutresearch~' .·.. · . . .. . . . . . 
', '' :<;:/,,,, ,' ', <"<''.: '; ,' ,<,',,,, -,:· ,, "'>,, ' "';'.;_ 

Res~l:: 2001;
1
chap:er 16;;~ enacted as an emergency measure effe~tiv~ March 27; 2008. 
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