MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE

The following document is provided by the
LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied

(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions)




STATE OF MAINE
123" LEGISLATURE
SECOND REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS

Summaries of bills, adopted amendments and laws enacted or finally passed
during the Second Regular or First Special Sessions of the 123" Maine
Legislature coming from the

JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON LEGAL AND
VETERANS’ AFFAIRS

May 2008

MEMBERS:

SEN. LisA T. MARRACHE, CHAIR
SEN. BRUCE S. BRYANT

SEN. DEBRA D. PLOWMAN

REP. JOHN L. PATRICK, CHAIR

REP. JouN L. TUTTLE, JR.

REP. PAMELA JABAR TRINWARD

REP. LANCE WEDDELL

STAFF: REP. MARK E. BRYANT
DANIELLE D. FOX, LEGISLATIVE ANALYST REP. MICHAEL E. CAREY
OFFICE OF POLICY AND LEGAL ANALYSIS REP. JOAN M. NASS
13 STATE HOUSE STATION REP. GARY W. MOORE
AucusTa, ME 04333 REP. WRIGHT H. PINKHAM, SR.
(207) 287-1670 REP. STACEY FITTS



STATE OF MAINE

123 LEGISLATURE
SECOND REGULAR & FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND
ENACTED LAWS

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws summarizes all bills and adopted
amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the Second Regular or First Special Sessions
of the 123" Maine Legislature.

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee, and within each committee by LD number.
The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed below each bill
title. All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number. A subject index is included
with each committee. The appendices include a summary of relevant session statistics, an imndex of all
bills by LD number and an index of enacted laws by law type and chapter number.

Final action on each bill is noted to the right of the bill title. The abbreviations used for various
categories of final action are as follows:

CON RES XXX ..o Chapter # of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE ........c.c.occoooeiii, Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died
DIED BETWEEN BODIES ... .....ccoiiiiiiiiiiiii it House & Senate disagree; bill died
DIED IN CONCURRENCE. ............ One body accepts ONTP report; the other indefinitely postpones the bill
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT ..o Action incomplete when session ended, bill died
EMERGENCY . ...cooiiiiiiiiiei i Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ...........c......... Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote
FAILED ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE. ..ot Bill failed to get majority vote
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT ..., Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 2/3 vote
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY .................... Ruled out of order by the presiding officers, bill died
INDEF PP .o e Bill Indefinitely Postponed, bill died
ONTP (or Accepted ONTP report)..........c.o.occooiiiiiiiiiia. Ought Not To Pass report accepted; bill died
P&S XXX oo Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law
PUBLIC XXX o e e Chapter # of enacted Public Law
RESOLVE XXX oottt ettt Chapter # of finally passed Resolve
UNSIGNED ..o Bill held by Governor
VETO SUSTAINED ... Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto

The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the Second Regular Session (R2) is
June 30, 2008. The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Special Session (S1)
is July 18, 2008." The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency measure is specified in the
enacted law summary for those bills. Any bill summarized in this document having an LD number less
than 1932 was a bill carried over from the First Regular Session of the 123™ Legislature.

"The session in which each law was enacted or finally passed (R2 or S1) is included in Appendix C.



Joint Standing Committee on Legal and Veterans Affairs

LD 2130  Resolve, Directing the Secretary of State To Work with the Legislative RESOLVE 164
Youth Advisory Council To Establish a Program Regarding Educating
Youth about Voting

Sponsor(s Committee Report Amendments Adopted

OTP-AM  MAJ H-738
ONTP MIN

This bill allows an otherwise eligible person to preregister to vote upon reaching 16 years of age. Once preregistered, that
person is automatically registered to vote when that person reaches 18 years of age or when that person meets the voting
age qualification for voting in a primary election under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 21-A, section 111-A, whichever
occurs first. The bill directs the Secretary of State to adopt such routine technical rules as are necessary to implement this
process. The bill requires that preregistration forms be publicly available at all offices of the Department of the Secretary
of State, Bureau of Motor Vehicles and be provided to all municipal registrars. The Secretary of State is also directed to

undertake efforts to ensure that youth are aware of the preregistration option.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-738)

This amendment replaces the bill with a resolve directing the Secretary of State to work with the Legislative Youth
Advisory Council to develop a program that would distribute informational literature about voting to public high schools in
the State and branches of the Bureau of Motor Vehicles. It also requires the Secretary of State to submit recommended
legislation by March 1, 2009 incorporating this program into the duties of the Secretary of State required by statute.

Enacted Law Summary

LD 2134  An Act To Allow for Annual Super Tournament Games by Nonprofit HELD BY
Charitable Organizations GOVERNOR
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MILLS P OTP-AM  MAJ S-576
ONTP MIN
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