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STATE OF MAINE 
123RD LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR & FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS 

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND 

ENACTED LAWS 

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws summarizes all bills and adopted 
amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the Second Regular or First Special Sessions 
of the 123r<l Maine Legislature. 

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee, and within each committee by LD number. 
The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed below each bill 
title. All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number. A subject index is included 
with each committee. The appendices include a summary of relevant session statistics, an index of all 
bills by LD number and an index of enacted laws by law type and chapter number. 

Final action on each bill is noted to the right of the bill title. The abbreviations used for various 
categories of final action are as follows: 

CON RES XXX... ............................. Chapter# of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses 
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO A GREE .... .......................... Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died 
DIED BETWEEN BODIES..... . ........................................... House & Senate disagree; bill died 
DIED IN CONCURRENCE ........... One body accepts ONTP report; the other indefinitely postpones the bill 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT. .................................... Action incomplete when session ended; bill died 
EMERGENCY.......................... . ........................................... Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days 
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ..................... Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote 
FAILED ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE. ................................................... Bill failed to get majority vote 
FAILED MANDA TE ENACTMENT........... . ... Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 2/3 vote 
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY.. .. Ruled out of order by the presiding officers; bill died 
IN DEF PP.............................. . ... .................... Bill Indefinitely Postponed; bill died 
ONTP (or Accepted ONTP report) .......... Ought Not To Pass report accepted; bill died 
P&S XXX .......................... Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law 
PUBLIC XXX......... . ............................................. ...... Chapter# of enacted Public Law 
RESOLVE XXX. ............ ................................. Chapter# offinally passed Resolve 
UNSIGNED .................................................................................................................... Bill held by Governor 
VETO SUSTAINED ............................................................... Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto 

The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the Second Regular Session (R2) is 
June 30, 2008. The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Special Session (SI) 
is July 18, 2008. 1 The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency measure is specified in the 
enacted law summary for those bills. Any bill summarized in this document having an LD number less 
than 1932 was a bill carried over from the First Regular Session of the 123r<l Legislature. 

1 The session m which each law was enacted or finally passed (R2 or S 1) is included in Appendix C. 



Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs 

1, It amends the school transportation ~tatutes to clarify that public preschool students are included in the group of 
elementary student$ for whom school administrativeunits are required to pro:vide transportation. 

- ' ,,', ,, 

:t It provides that any adoptio~~r amendment of'afule hY, theI>epartmenfo;Educa!ion that concerns the transportatiopof 
public preschool students .isa major substantive:rufoand suljjecUo legislative review. 

"C ZY, : <>',:'.,' ',",:-,~ :, ',, ,,' ' ',,, i'' 

3. It makes se~~ral changes iilth~postsecondarjr~ucational jnstitution stat\ltes, i11cluding adding the certification.of. '.·. 
advanced studies to the list of d~grees that ;nay be conferred by postsecondary educational. institutions, updating references 
to "junior college" to "community college,'' adding the Maine M11ritime Ac~demy to the Hst <?fpublic .institutions not .. · 
included .in the p~fmition of !'e1ucatio11al instituti~n'' and clarifying.the po~tsecondary degree-granting approval proce~.s· 
and the State Boan! ofHducation'Srole in that process. ' · 

"' ,/'' '' ' 

4 .. lt.sp~c=illcall;autliorizes the·St11te ·~~ ~{Ed~cati~n.t~ ~~vi~t~'<;ofumisston~ofkducationand the kgislaturi~n 
matters. pertaining to educatio11in elementary and secondary.schools and post'-~econdaryeducational ·institutions, . 

It.r~p~alsttici1sfuhltofyir~ti~ibns}~i;tin,gfptl1e ~~~e Skie}tbipiissi~~for ·Hi~ti8ducatio11"f acilitie~;wl1tii~d;ties 
were assumed bythe.Maine Health and Higher EducationalFacilities.Authority. 

,' i:", ,:i::- \\',,' ' ,:·'/,\:;<,'.'.: '\'.:?'<, ,_-,,;: :',<\\:.,,:<,:,-;,,{," ,~'),,,',, 

6. It clarifies thafth~ .scho?1 nurse c~ns~lt~t~th1Aihe Dep:;~f of&i~fatio11 ii. jointly supervised by~thepin~cto~ of 
the Maine CenterJor pis~~ ~ntr<>l and Pfevention with~ th~ JJepartmentofHealth~q Human Serviges llllQ tlie;P()licy 
Director o( Special Services within the :I)epai:ttp.ent.ofEdtication.. ·· · · · · · · . · · · 

It elimjnatJtlie .sunsetsonthe1rlsi~itnperi()ds.an~.~alc~th~c:n~al1zatio~ofthe;sgal, · data and.hmn~n re~tu~~sof 
the CllildDev~lopment Services.System permlltleiit to.l}.chi~vea ;nore efficient.and effective Child DevelopmenlServices 
System delivery and governance.system; 

LD 2082 An Act To Preserve Successful Historic Neighborhood Schools 

Sponsor(s) 

HINCK 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-816 

PUBLIC 578 
EMERGENCY 

This bill allows the Public Utilities Commission and the State Board of Education to grant waivers from mandatory energy 
efficiency standards for building construction and renovation on a case-by-case basis for the renovation of historic school 
buildings. Under the bill, the Public Utilities Commission may grant a waiver from the mandatory energy standards for 
commercial construction to a local school authority that can demonstrate that a proposed renovation of a historic school 
building is in substantial compliance with the energy efficiency standards or that it provides substantial energy efficiency, 
education, social or environmental benefits over alternative proposals. The State Board of Education may grant a waiver 
from its school energy efficiency standards rules to a local school authority that has obtained a waiver from the mandatory 
energy standards for commercial construction from the Public Utilities Commission. The bill also directs the State Board 
of Education to amend its rules governing school energy efficiency standards to allow for such a waiver. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-816) 

This amendment strikes and replaces the bill to allow the State Board of Education, in consultation with the Public Utilities 
Commission and the Executive Director of the State Historic Preservation Commission, to grant waivers from mandatory 
energy efficiency standards for building construction and renovation on a case-by-case basis for the substantial renovation 
of historic school buildings. Under the amendment, the State Board of Education shall grant a waiver from the mandatory 
energy standards for commercial construction to a local school authority that can demonstrate that the renovation of the 
historic school building would not compromise existing public health and 
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Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs 

safety requirements for school facilities and can demonstrate that 2 or more of the following circumstances exist: 

1. The proposed renovation of the historic school building is in substantial compliance with the energy efficiency 
standards; 

2. The proposed renovation of the historic school building provides substantial energy efficiency and also provides 
education, social or environmental benefits over alternative proposals; and 

3. Adherence to the energy building standards would result in irreparable damage to the historic character of the historic 
school building. 

The amendment also directs the State Board of Education to adopt or amend rules to allow for a waiver of the energy 
efficiency standards for the substantial renovation of a historic school building. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public La~ 2007, chapter 578 allows the State Board of Education, in consultation \Vitb. the Public Utilities Commission 
and the Executive Director of the State Historic Preservatiot1 C:ommission; t!J grant waivers from mandatory e11ergy 
efljcienc:ystandards f9r.buil~ing constrt1ction and renovation on a case-by-case baBiS for the substatltialrenovation of· 
hi~toricschool buildings, Und~ the 1,\\',.the ~~te ;Bo~d of~ucation sllall grant a.\\'aiver froJJ:1.the man~atorye~~rgy 
standards for comrnercialC()11st1:11~tionfy a fo(;al.~chool autho~tytlmtcan dy111onstratethat the.renovation oftlle historic 
schootl)uildin¥ would not co,mpi:o,mise.ex:isting public lle~lth and s~.f cty requirem~nts for school facilities and can, . 
demonstrate that 2 or mote of the following circumstances exist: . .· . . . 

': '~'~>i?<) ' ,:,:>j~ '\''C~,, /~'\,<, , ', ;J,', ,' ' 

l. }The proposed renovati~n oftnehi;torlc.sch,ooi building issirt substanti~l compiiftnce withthe energy efi:icien1:::y 
standards;· · · · . 

' ' ,, <' ' 

2. Tlleproposed.renovatfon ~fti:rehistoric school building provides substantial energy efficiency and also provides 
education, social or environmental benefits over alternative proposals; and 

'' ' '',<', \ ', / ':', '. ,\' ' ' ' ,,, ',,_._,,' ,,;·: ',j''., '' 

3. Jdherenc~ to the energy building standar<ls would r~s~ti~irreparable damage to the historic char-acter of the hi~tod~ 
school building. · · · · · · · ·· 

The't1;·als<)directithe.St~t~~~ard ?f 13ducafic1nto. adopt.or.amend.rule~ to~low'fora wai}er of the ~riergy ettlCHfilCV 
standards for the substantial re11ovation ,of .a historic school building, ·· 

\:\/:.,<_.,' ', :· '<''<\'' ', ':' ,.-;/: <-:.' 

Pu~iic Law2007 ~. chapter };8\Vas enactedf\S an am.ergency measure effective April 8., 2008. 

LD 2083 Resolve, To Expand Access to Foreign Language Instruction in Maine 
Schools 

Sponsor(s) 

TREAT 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-733 

RESOLVE 162 
EMERGENCY 

This bill allows teachers of modern and classical languages whose primary language is not English to retain certification 
while receiving support to pass the required Praxis test. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-733) 

This amendment replaces the provision of the resolve concerning modern and classical language teachers. It requires the 
State Board of Education to adopt routine technical rules concerning testing and certification for world language teachers 
to allow an individual whose first language is the target language that the individual teaches to renew that individual's 
targeted need certificate annually upon meeting certain requirements and to specify there is 
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