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STATE OF MAINE 
123RD LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR & FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS 

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND 

ENACTED LAWS 

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws summarizes all bills and adopted 
amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the Second Regular or First Special Sessions 
of the 123r<l Maine Legislature. 

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee, and within each committee by LD number. 
The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed below each bill 
title. All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number. A subject index is included 
with each committee. The appendices include a summary of relevant session statistics, an index of all 
bills by LD number and an index of enacted laws by law type and chapter number. 

Final action on each bill is noted to the right of the bill title. The abbreviations used for various 
categories of final action are as follows: 

CON RES XXX... ............................. Chapter# of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses 
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO A GREE .... .......................... Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died 
DIED BETWEEN BODIES..... . ........................................... House & Senate disagree; bill died 
DIED IN CONCURRENCE ........... One body accepts ONTP report; the other indefinitely postpones the bill 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT. .................................... Action incomplete when session ended; bill died 
EMERGENCY.......................... . ........................................... Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days 
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ..................... Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote 
FAILED ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE. ................................................... Bill failed to get majority vote 
FAILED MANDA TE ENACTMENT........... . ... Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 2/3 vote 
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY.. .. Ruled out of order by the presiding officers; bill died 
IN DEF PP.............................. . ... .................... Bill Indefinitely Postponed; bill died 
ONTP (or Accepted ONTP report) .......... Ought Not To Pass report accepted; bill died 
P&S XXX .......................... Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law 
PUBLIC XXX......... . ............................................. ...... Chapter# of enacted Public Law 
RESOLVE XXX. ............ ................................. Chapter# offinally passed Resolve 
UNSIGNED .................................................................................................................... Bill held by Governor 
VETO SUSTAINED ............................................................... Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto 

The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the Second Regular Session (R2) is 
June 30, 2008. The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Special Session (SI) 
is July 18, 2008. 1 The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency measure is specified in the 
enacted law summary for those bills. Any bill summarized in this document having an LD number less 
than 1932 was a bill carried over from the First Regular Session of the 123r<l Legislature. 

1 The session m which each law was enacted or finally passed (R2 or S 1) is included in Appendix C. 



Joint Standing Committee on Natural Resources 

LD 2017 An Act To Provide for Enforcement of the Office Paper Recycling Program 

Sponsor(s) 

WAGNER 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

Current law requires an employer of 15 or more people to implement an office paper and corrugated cardboard recycling 
program. This bill requires the Department of Environmental Protection to adopt major substantive rules regarding 
enforcement of the recycling program, including civil penalties. 

LD 2018 An Act To Require the Accurate Designation of Floodplain Areas 

Sponsor(s) 

HILL 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. The bill proposes to require that the most current topographic and 
geographic infonnation system data available be used when making municipal maps and changes to those maps, including 
those used for the designation of floodplain boundaries. 

LD 2046 An Act Concerning Certain Excavations 

Sponsor(s) 

FLOOD 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-897 

PUBLIC 616 

The bill clarifies that new protections to waterfowl wading habitat apply to new excavations and do not apply to gravel pits 
and quarries authorized by the Department of Environmental Protection prior to June 8, 2006. The bill also amends the 
performance standards for gravel pits and quarries to clarify that the department may allow excavation if a pennit has been 
obtained under the Natural Resources Protection Act. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-897) 

This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment clarifies the Natural Resources Protection Act permitting requirements 
for excavation within high and moderate value inland waterfowl and wading bird habitat. The amendment exempts from 
the site location of development law accessory uses and facilities within an excavation or quarry operating under the 
performance standards as long as the perfonnance standards are at least as restrictive as the standards imposed under the 
site law. The amendment adds a lighting standard to the performance standards for gravel pits and quarries. The 
amendment directs the Department of Environmental Protection to compile and share information regarding inland 
waterfowl and wading bird habitat with gravel pits and quarries that were authorized prior to June 8, 2006. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Publictaw 29g11chapter 6f6 clarifies the Natural Resources Protectio11 Act permitti11g requirementsJ9r e,ccavationwithin 
high ~ndm°'derare ;value inland waterfowl and wading bird habitat. Itexempts from the site lo~ation of tievelO]'mtinHaw 
acef,!s~oi.r.u~es a11dJacilitit1~ withi11 an excavation or quarry aperating under the performancestandar1s as long as the 
performance standardsareatle,3,~ as restric!ive asthe standards. 4npose<i undei- the .. sitefaw~ . If adds a lighting standard to 
the performance gtand~rdsfor gravel pits and quarries. . directs the Department.of Environmental Protection to compile 
and shareinformation regardiI1gitiland waterfowl and wading bh-d habitat with 
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