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STATE OF MAINE

123"° LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND
ENACTED LAWS

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws summarizes all bills and adopted
amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the First Regular Session of the 123™ Maine
Legislature, which was in session from December 6, 2006 to June 21, 2007.

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee, and within each committee by LD number.
The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed below each bill
title. All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number. A subject index is included
with each committee. The appendices include a summary of relevant session statistics, an index of all
bills by LD number and an index of enacted laws by law type and chapter number,

Final action on each bill is noted to the right of the bill title. The abbreviations used for various
categories of final action are as follows:

CONRES XXX ...ooovvveioiiinieciiiniienc Chapter # of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE .. Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died
DIED BETWEEN BODIES........ccoooiiiiiviimnivciceinivsiissceeses e House & Senate disagree; bill died
DIED IN CONCURRENCE ............One body accepts ONTP report; the other indefinitely postpones the bill
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT... Action incomplete when session ended; bill died

Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days
Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote
Bill failed to get majority vote

EMERGENCY. ..o
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ...
FAILED ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT ... -Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 2/3 vote
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY ... Ruled out of order by the presiding officers; bill died
INDEF PP ...ooooiiotit ettt s Bill Indefinitely Postponed
ONTP (or Accepted ONTP 1eport) ..........coovevvecorciicvcecnviecervnn, Ought Not To Pass report accepted

.......................... . Committee report Ought To Pass In New Draft
Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law
....................................................................................................... Joint Order passed in both bodies
... Chapter # of enacted Public Law

Bill held by Governor
Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto

Please note that the effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular
Session is September 20, 2007. The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency measure is
specified in the enacted law summary for those bills.



Joint Standing Committee on Taxation

This bill repeals the exemption from the sales tax for sales of ATVs and snowmobiles to nonresidents.

This bill was carried over to any special or regular session of the 123rd Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1369.

LD 1784  An Act To Authorize Municipal Property Tax Deferral Programs ONTP
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BRAUTIGAM ONTP

This bill authorizes municipalities to establish property tax deferral programs for homesteads. The municipality
would be able to restrict eligibility to persons who are 62 or older.

LD 1788  An Act To Equalize Tax Filing Status CARRIED OVER
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
WOODBURY

This bill requires domestic partners registered with the Department of Health and Human Services to file their
income tax returns under the same requirements as for married persons.

This bill was carried over to any special or regular session of the 123rd Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1369.

LD 1815  An Act To Create Jobs by Expanding Educational Opportunity for ONTP
Maine Residents

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
ADAMS ONTP
MARTIN

This bill provides a tax credit to reimburse educational loan payments for a Maine resident who earns an
associate degree or a bachelor's degree in Maine and lives, works and pays taxes in Maine after earning that
degree. Under an agreement with the State, a Maine resident who obtains an associate degree or a bachelor's
degree from an accredited Maine junior college, college or university may take advantage of the credit. A
person who qualifies may claim the credit for payments made during each year the person lives and works in
Maine. In addition, the qualified person's employer, or, if the qualified person is an independent contractor, the
entity contracting with that qualified person, may make the loan payments and claim the credit. The credit is
limited to what the person actually pays in loan payments or to the amount that would be necessary to pay for
an education in the University of Maine System or Maine Community College System, whichever is less.

See also LDs 53, 298, 368, 948 and 1856.
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