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STATE OF MAINE 
123RD LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND 

ENACTED LAWS 

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws summarizes all bills and adopted 
amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the First Regular Session of the 123'd Maine 
Legislature, which was in session from December 6, 2006 to June 21, 2007, 

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee, and within each committee by LD number. 
The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed below each bill 
title. All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number. A subject index is included 
with each committee. The appendices include a summary of relevant session statistics, an index of all 
bills by LD number and an index of enacted laws by law type and chapter number. 

Final action on each bill is noted to the right of the bill title. The abbreviations used for various 
categories of final action are as follows: 

CON RES XXX...... . Chapter# of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses 
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE.. .. ............... Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died 
DIED BETWEEN BODIES...... .. House & Senate disagree; bill died 
DIED IN CONCURRENCE .... ..... One body accepts ONTP report; the other indefinitely postpones the bill 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT... .. .. ............ Action incomplete when session ended; bill died 
EMERGENCY.. ................. Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days 
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE .................... Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote 
FAILED ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE.. . ................................. Blllfailed to get majority vote 
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT.... . ................ Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 2/3 vote 
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY.. .. .......... Ruled out of order by the presiding officers, bill died 
IN DEF PP.. . ................. .............................. Bil/Indefinitely Postponed 
ONTP (or Accepted ONTP report).. .. ................................ Ought Not To Pass report accepted 
OTP-ND.... . ........................... Committee report Ought To Pass In New Draft 
P&S XXY.... . .......................... Chapter# of enacted Private & Special Law 
PASSED... . .................................... .Joint Order passed in both bodies 
PUBLIC XXX.. . . ............................... Chapter# of enacted Public Law 
RESOLVE XXX.. .. ......... ........................................... Chapter# of finally passed Resolve 
UNSIGNED .......... Bill held by Governor 
VETO SUSTAINED .. ......... .. .................... Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto 

Please note that the effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular 
Session is September 20, 2007. The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency measure is 
specified in the enacted law summary for those bills. 



Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary

LD 1212 exempts from jury service nurse practitioners and physician assistants providing active patient care.

See also LD 1629.

LD 1213 ONTPAn Act To Establish Spousal Support Guidelines

Sponsor(s)

HOBBINS ONTP

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

LD 1213 is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208.  LD 1213 proposes to establish guidelines for the calculation 

of spousal support.  The guidelines would allow the court to exercise discretion in setting aside the guidelines in 

exceptional circumstances or to take into account unique facts.  The intent of the legislation is to assist litigants and 

practitioners in arriving at a fair, equitable spousal support figure based upon both parties' gross and net income, 

child support and tax situation.

LD 1231 ONTPAn Act To Serve the Best Interests of Children in Divorce

Sponsor(s)

WEBSTER ONTP

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

LD 1231 is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208.  LD 1231 would enact measures to ensure that the best 

interests of children are served in divorce.  The bill was introduced to address child support based on substantially 

equal parenting.

LD 1258 PUBLIC 260An Act To Clarify the Laws Governing Landowner Liability

Sponsor(s)

WATSON OTP

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

LD 1258 clarifies existing law to ensure that a landowner is not liable for the actions of a recreational user of the 

land, whether those actions have an impact on the landowner's property or property of another.

Enacted Law Summary

Public Law 2007, chapter 260 clarifies existing law to ensure that a landowner is not liable for the actions of a 

recreational user of the land, whether those actions have an impact on the landowner's property or property of 

another.

LD 1263 RESOLVE 142

EMERGENCY
Resolve, To Continue the Tribal-State Work Group

Sponsor(s)

BLANCHARD OTP-AM H-395

S-370 ROTUNDO

Committee Report Amendments Adopted
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Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary

LD 1263 establishes the Tribal-State Work Group to continue the work of the body created by Executive Order 19 

FY 06/07.  The work group is charged with examining potential changes to An Act to Implement the Maine Indian 

Claims Settlement and other issues affecting tribal-state relations.  It is required to report its findings to the 

Legislature, Governor and Wabanaki Tribes by January 2, 2008.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-395)

This amendment changes the reporting date to December 5, 2007 and deletes superfluous extension language.

This resolve as amended includes a legislative study that is inconsistent with Joint Rule 353 but is being reported out 

of committee with prior approval of the Legislative Council as provided in Joint Rule 353.

Senate Amendment "A" (S-370)

This amendment reduces the General Fund appropriation and clarifies that the funding goes to the Maine Indian 

Tribal-State Commission program.

Enacted Law Summary

Resolve 2007, chapter 142 establishes the Tribal-State Work Group to continue the work of the body created by 

Executive Order 19 FY 06/07.  The work group is charged with examining potential changes to AN ACT to 

Implement the Maine Indian Claims Settlement and other issues affecting tribal-state relations.  It is required to 

report its findings to the Legislature, Governor and Wabanaki Tribes by December 5, 2007.

Resolve 2007, chapter 142 was enacted as an emergency measure effective June 29, 2007.

LD 1271 CARRIED OVERAn Act To Establish Health Care Practitioner Immunity for Consulting 

Physicians in Critical Specialties or Subspecialties

Sponsor(s)

WALKER

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

LD 1271 provides limited immunity protection to a specialty or subspecialty consulting physician who provides 

volunteer, unpaid consultation services to a treating physician in the physician's area of expertise.

LD 1271 is carried over pursuant to Joint Order, HP 1369.

LD 1335 ONTPAn Act To Minimize the Litigation Costs to Municipalities Associated 

with Property Tax Assessment Appeals

Sponsor(s)

FLETCHER ONTP

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

LD 1335 requires a property owner to pay the reasonable costs and attorney's fees of a successful defense to an 

appeal of a property assessment if the municipality's assessment on the property for a different year had been 

previously upheld by a court.

LD 1348 CARRIED OVERAn Act To Amend the Maine Tort Claims Act

Sponsor(s)

HOBBINS

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

36




