MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE

The following document is provided by the
LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib

Reproduced from electronic originals

(may include minor formatting differences from printed original)




STATE OF MAINE
123 LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

Summaries of bills and adopted amendments and laws enacted or finally
passed during the First Regular Session of the 123" Maine Legislature
coming from the

JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE
AND PUBLIC SAFETY

July 2007

MEMBERS:

SEN. BILL DIAMOND, CHAIR
SEN. EARLE L. McCORMICK
SEN. ROGER L. SHERMAN

REP. STAN GERZOFSKY, CHAIR

REP. PATRICIA A. BLANCHETTE

REP. ANN E M. HASKELL

REP. STEPHEN P. HANLEY

STAFF: REpP. DAWN HILL
MARION HYLAN BARR, LEGISLATIVE ANALYST REP. BRYAN T. KAENRATH
OFFICE OF POLICY AND LEGAL ANALYSIS REP. RICHARD M. SYKES
13 STATE HOUSE STATION REP. CHRISTIAN D. GREELEY
AUGUSTA, ME 04333 REP. GARY E. PLUMMER
(207) 287-1670 REP. JOSEPH L. TIBBETTS



STATE OF MAINE

123"° LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND
ENACTED LAWS

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws summarizes all bills and adopted
amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the First Regular Session of the 123™ Maine
Legislature, which was in session from December 6, 2006 to June 21, 2007.

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee, and within each committee by LD number.
The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed below each bill
title. All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number. A subject index is included
with each committee. The appendices include a summary of relevant session statistics, an index of all
bills by LD number and an index of enacted laws by law type and chapter number,

Final action on each bill is noted to the right of the bill title. The abbreviations used for various
categories of final action are as follows:

CONRES XXX ...ooovvveioiiinieciiiniienc Chapter # of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE .. Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died
DIED BETWEEN BODIES........ccoooiiiiiviimnivciceinivsiissceeses e House & Senate disagree; bill died
DIED IN CONCURRENCE ............One body accepts ONTP report; the other indefinitely postpones the bill
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT... Action incomplete when session ended; bill died

Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days
Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote
Bill failed to get majority vote

EMERGENCY. ..o
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ...
FAILED ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT ... -Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 2/3 vote
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY ... Ruled out of order by the presiding officers; bill died
INDEF PP ...ooooiiotit ettt s Bill Indefinitely Postponed
ONTP (or Accepted ONTP 1eport) ..........coovevvecorciicvcecnviecervnn, Ought Not To Pass report accepted

.......................... . Committee report Ought To Pass In New Draft
Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law
....................................................................................................... Joint Order passed in both bodies
... Chapter # of enacted Public Law

Bill held by Governor
Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto

Please note that the effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular
Session is September 20, 2007. The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency measure is
specified in the enacted law summary for those bills.



Joint Standing Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety

This bill provides law enforcement agencies greater latitude and discretion in how they manage unclaimed,
abandoned, lost or stolen personal property in their respective custodies. The bill decreases the amount of time an
owner is allowed to claim abandoned, lost or stolen property and allows a law enforcement agency to advertise its
possession of such property on its publicly accessible website rather than in a newspaper. The bill also allows law
enforcement agencies to donate such property to charity or dispose of the property as waste as alternatives to holding
a sale of the property at a public auction.

LD 1111  An Act To Protect Children by Requiring Trigger Locks on Handguns ONTP
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
STRIMLING ONTP

This bill prohibits firearm dealers from selling handguns unless the guns are equipped with trigger locks.

LD 1127 An Act To Decriminalize Certain Actions BY REQUEST ONTP
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
SCHATZ ONTP

Notwithstanding the current crime of trespass, this bill creates a civil trespass, which is a violation when the
trespasser poses no threat or danger and gives no resistance to law enforcement officials. In such cases, a fine of
$100 or community service work may be imposed. The bill also creates a new crime of civil disobedience, which,
notwithstanding the crime of obstructing government administration (Title 17-A, section 751), is when a person for
political purposes actively refuses to obey certain laws, demands and commands of a government without resorting
to physical violence. This bill makes civil disobedience a Class E crime but limits its potential sentencing
alternatives to only a fine of $100 or community service work. A Class E crime may otherwise be punishable by
sentencing alternatives including up to 6 months imprisonment, up to $1,000 in fines, deferred disposition and
administrative release.

LD 1166  An Act To Reduce the OUI Limit to .06 ONTP
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MILLS P ONTP

This bill reduces the blood-alcohol limit that determines operating under the influence from 0.08% to 0.06%.

LD 1183  An Act To Clarify Public Safety Laws Regarding the Disclosure of PUBLIC 209
Information and the Storage of Evidence, To Reauthorize the United
States Secret Service To Enforce Certain State Laws and To Allow
Designees To Serve on the Maine Communications System Policy Board

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
GERZOFSKY OTP-AM H-264
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