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STATE OF MAINE

123"° LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND
ENACTED LAWS

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws summarizes all bills and adopted
amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the First Regular Session of the 123™ Maine
Legislature, which was in session from December 6, 2006 to June 21, 2007.

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee, and within each committee by LD number.
The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed below each bill
title. All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number. A subject index is included
with each committee. The appendices include a summary of relevant session statistics, an index of all
bills by LD number and an index of enacted laws by law type and chapter number,

Final action on each bill is noted to the right of the bill title. The abbreviations used for various
categories of final action are as follows:

CONRES XXX ...ooovvveioiiinieciiiniienc Chapter # of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE .. Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died
DIED BETWEEN BODIES........ccoooiiiiiviimnivciceinivsiissceeses e House & Senate disagree; bill died
DIED IN CONCURRENCE ............One body accepts ONTP report; the other indefinitely postpones the bill
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT... Action incomplete when session ended; bill died

Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days
Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote
Bill failed to get majority vote

EMERGENCY. ..o
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ...
FAILED ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT ... -Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 2/3 vote
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY ... Ruled out of order by the presiding officers; bill died
INDEF PP ...ooooiiotit ettt s Bill Indefinitely Postponed
ONTP (or Accepted ONTP 1eport) ..........coovevvecorciicvcecnviecervnn, Ought Not To Pass report accepted

.......................... . Committee report Ought To Pass In New Draft
Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law
....................................................................................................... Joint Order passed in both bodies
... Chapter # of enacted Public Law

Bill held by Governor
Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto

Please note that the effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular
Session is September 20, 2007. The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency measure is
specified in the enacted law summary for those bills.



Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary

products to assist health care providers in disclosing medical errors and to improve patient safety. LD 684 also
makes privileged and immune from discovery an expression of regret or apology or an explanation of how a medical
error occurred made by a health care provider if it is provided within 14 days of when the provider knew or should
have known of the consequences of the error. LD 684 bill further establishes the Medical Error Disclosure and
Compensation Program, which creates a system that allows health care providers, facilities and medical malpractice
insurers to disclose medical errors and negotiate compensation with the subject patient without the threat of
litigation, and directs the Commissioner of Health and Human Services to create a patient safety database.

LD 684 is carried over pursuant to Joint Order, HP 1369.

LD 685 An Act To Amend the Maine Human Rights Act PUBLIC 243
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
OTP-AM S-162

LD 685 amends the Maine Human Rights Act to correct typographical errors, clarify the protections of the act,
make certain Maine Human Rights Commission records confidential and prohibit unreasonable housing
practices that have a disparate impact on the basis of race, color, sex, sexual orientation, physical or mental
disability, religion, country of ancestral origin, familial status or the receipt of public assistance payments.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-162)

This amendment deletes section 2 of the bill, which amends the law concerning unlawful housing discrimination to
include the refusal to furnish rental premises or public accommodations to an individual receiving federal, state or
local public assistance because of any requirement of that public assistance program.

The bill as amended was reviewed and evaluated by the Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary pursuant to
MRSA Title 1, §434, which requires review and evaluation of new exceptions to laws governing public records.

Enacted Law Summary

Public Law 2007, chapter 243 amends the Maine Human Rights Act to correct typographical errors, clarify the
protections of the act, make certain Maine Human Rights Commission records confidential and prohibit
unreasonable housing practices that have a disparate impact on the basis of race, color, sex, sexual orientation,
physical or mental disability, religion, country of ancestral origin, familial status or the receipt of public assistance
payments.

LD 708 An Act To Amend the Laws Concerning the Emancipation of Minors ONTP
BY REQUEST
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MARTIN ONTP

LD 708 repeals the laws that allow a minor 16 years of age or older to petition the court to be emancipated.
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