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STATE OF MAINE

123"° LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND
ENACTED LAWS

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws summarizes all bills and adopted
amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the First Regular Session of the 123™ Maine
Legislature, which was in session from December 6, 2006 to June 21, 2007.

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee, and within each committee by LD number.
The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed below each bill
title. All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number. A subject index is included
with each committee. The appendices include a summary of relevant session statistics, an index of all
bills by LD number and an index of enacted laws by law type and chapter number,

Final action on each bill is noted to the right of the bill title. The abbreviations used for various
categories of final action are as follows:

CONRES XXX ...ooovvveioiiinieciiiniienc Chapter # of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE .. Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died
DIED BETWEEN BODIES........ccoooiiiiiviimnivciceinivsiissceeses e House & Senate disagree; bill died
DIED IN CONCURRENCE ............One body accepts ONTP report; the other indefinitely postpones the bill
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT... Action incomplete when session ended; bill died

Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days
Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote
Bill failed to get majority vote

EMERGENCY. ..o
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ...
FAILED ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT ... -Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 2/3 vote
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY ... Ruled out of order by the presiding officers; bill died
INDEF PP ...ooooiiotit ettt s Bill Indefinitely Postponed
ONTP (or Accepted ONTP 1eport) ..........coovevvecorciicvcecnviecervnn, Ought Not To Pass report accepted

.......................... . Committee report Ought To Pass In New Draft
Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law
....................................................................................................... Joint Order passed in both bodies
... Chapter # of enacted Public Law

Bill held by Governor
Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto

Please note that the effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular
Session is September 20, 2007. The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency measure is
specified in the enacted law summary for those bills.



Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary

LD 178 An Act Regarding the Reporting of Sexual Abuse ACCEPTED ONTP
REPORT
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
STRIMLING ONTP MAJ
OTP-AM MIN

LD 178 creates a two-year window for claims for which the statute of limitations had expired at the time the current
law, which imposes no statute of limitations, took effect: August 11, 2000. Starting January 1, 2008, persons who
were victims of child sexual abuse have the opportunity to file civil suits if the action was time-barred as of August
11, 2000. The revival of these causes of action lasts through the end of 2009.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-204)

This amendment is the minority report of the Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary. This amendment
provides a one-year window for the bringing of claims against individuals accused of committing sexual acts
against minors if those claims were time-barred as of August 11, 2000, rather than the two-year window
proposed in the bill. The claims may be filed after January 1, 2008 and no later than December 31, 2008. The
plaintiff may be awarded damages only if the plaintiff proves by clear and convincing evidence that the named
defendant committed a sexual act toward the plaintiff when the plaintiff was a minor.

LD 198 An Act To Increase the Value of an Estate Collectible by Affidavit in PUBLIC 30
Probate Law to $20,000
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
FLOOD OTP
HASTINGS

LD 198 increases the amount of personal property of a decedent's estate that can be collected by affidavit from
$10,000 to $20,000.

Enacted Law Summary

Public Law 2007, chapter 30 increases the amount of personal property of a decedent's estate that can be collected
by affidavit from $10,000 to $20,000.

LD 199 An Act To Improve the Lien Process ONTP
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
FLETCHER ONTP

LD 199 requires notice of a lien and notice of discharge of a lien on the property of a deceased person for a lien
placed by a governmental entity or for medical expenses to be sent by registered mail to the executor or
personal representative of the decedent's estate.
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