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122nd Maine Legislature

Second Regular Session

Summary of Legislation Before The Joint Standing Committees

Enclosed please find a summary of all bills, resolves, joint study orders, joint resolutions and
Constitutional resolutions that were considered by the joint standing committees of the Maine Legislature this
past session. The document is a compilation of bill summaries which describe each bill and relevant
amendments, as well as the final action taken. Also included are statistical summaries of bill activity this
session for the Legislature and each of its joint standing committees.

The document is organized for convenient reference to information on bills considered by the
committees. It is arranged alphabetically by committee name and within committees by bill (LD) number. The
committee report(s), prime sponsor for each bill and the lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed below each
bill title. All adopted amendments are listed by paper number, Two indices, a subject index and a numerical
index by LD number are provided for easy reference to bills. They are located at the back of the document. A
separate publication, History and Final Disposition of Legislative Documents, may also be helpful in providing
information on the disposition of bills. These bill summaries also are available at the Law and Legislative
Reference Library and on the Internet (www.state.me.us/legis/opla/billsumm, htm).

Final action on each bill is noted to the right of the bill title. The abbreviations used for various
categories of final action are as follows:

CON RES XXX ..cooncrieniiinisennninsisiseiensnereseesissesesssesesessssnesens Chapter # of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE ..... Committee of Conference unable to agree, bill died

DIED BETWEEN BODIES .........coccoviiniiiiiiiiiniiintiit st s snebsins House & Senate disagree; bill died
DIED IN CONCURRENCE .......ccovoevivimviiririnsrinianeens One body accepts ONTP report; the other indefinitely postpones the bill
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT ........cccooviemiviiriinivirensininssnsensanssnsesssissossserserssssones Action incomplete when session ended; bill died
EMERGENCY ...t enscnseens Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ........ccoovccicccininiiniriinssiscsnnniirenes Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote
FAILED ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE..........coccivitiniciiriieiecrsisieretenena st eseisescseseessessnsssas Bill failed to get majority vote
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT .....cc.ovconiviieiiminsirinniccrnoresnnnissississesensssens Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 2/3 vote
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY .., .... Ruled out of order by the presiding officers; bill died
INDEF PP......cooviinvoiiniecisieniiiasssssesssiansastsiessissasssssonesseisstessssensossasssesesssessersassstssesesessesssessssssossossoses Bill Indefinitely Postponed
ONTP .....ooveerieriist ittt ses s et esb et s sue st esbe e b e besbasbesb s st b rnserneea s nesheseansaagebeseeasesnssereneas Ought Not To Pass report accepted
OTP-ND ... Committee report Ought To Pass In New Draft
P&S XXX...... BT ORI IUTORRTIN reerene oo Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law

PASSED et renaaan s etes et s eaene Joint Order passed in both bodies
PUBLIC XXX ....ooovovrnriitieiisisssssssisissarasssestssssessesssansassssssssssasessssonsssssssses rererenieneaens Chapter # of enacted Public Law
RESOLVE XXX ...ooourerviriiimneicnienesiinenisssieiesnssesesissssenesessessisessesesessosessnns .. Chapter # of finally passed Resolve

UNSIGNED (Pocket Veto).... e et en Bill held by Governor
VETO SUSTAINED ...t s Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto

Please note that the effective date for all non-emergency legislation enacted in the Second Regular
Session (unless otherwise specified in a particular law) is August 23, 2006,




Joint Standing Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety

11. It directs the Director of the Center for Disease Control and Prevention, in conjunction with stakeholders and
other interested parties, to study the qualifications and duties of local health officers in Maine and develop
recommendations for enhancing the role of local health officers in emergency preparedness plans.

12. It directs the Director of the Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention to work with health care and
emergency management stakeholders to distribute grant funds provided by the United States Department of
Health and Human Services, Health Resources and Services Administration to ensure that the regional
resource centers are provided with sufficient funding resources to improve health system preparedness, within
the limits of the federal funds, in accordance with the documented local needs of the federally specified
funding beneficiaries: emergency medical services, poison control centers, health clinics and hospitals in each
region. The Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention shall report to the task Force to Study Maine’s
Homeland Security Needs on the results of the federal Health Resources and Services Administration grant
and contract with the regional resource centers and other health system providers and on proposed
recommendations. The Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention shall report the same to the joint
standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over health and human services matters and to the
joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over criminal justice and public safety matters.
The Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention shall also report annually, beginning January 15, 2007,
to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over health and human services matters
and the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over criminal justice and public safety
matters on the progress of the grantees on meeting the stated contractual deliverables.

13. It directs the Director of the MEMA to consult with the Public Utilities Commission to determine the
feasibility of adding a disability indicator to the current E-9-1-1 system in Maine to allow individuals with
disabilities and special health needs to choose to provide a 2-digit code identifying special assistance needs in
an emergency.

14. It directs the Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention to submit a report to the Task Force to Study
Maine's Homeland Security Needs by September 18, 2006 detailing the number of health care workers, by
profession, registered in the federal Emergency System for Advance Registration of VVoluntary Health
Professionals.

Public Law 2005, chapter 634 was enacted as an emergency measure effective May 9, 2006.
LD 2046 An Act To Implement the Recommendations of the Attorney PUBLIC 551

General's Working Group Regarding Sentencing Factors for
Crimes against Persons Who Are Homeless

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
OTP MAJ
ONTP MIN

LD 2046 proposed to implement the recommendations of the Attorney General's working group regarding the
advisability of implementing aggravating sentencing factors for crimes against persons who are homeless, which
was established pursuant to Public Law 2005, chapter 393. The bill proposed to amend the purpose section of the
general sentencing provisions of the Maine Criminal Code by adding homelessness to the list of factors, such as
the age, religion and sexual orientation of a victim, that a court considers in determining the gravity of an offense
in sentencing.
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Joint Standing Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety

Enacted law summary

Public Law 2005, chapter 551 implements the recommendations of the Attorney General's working group
regarding the advisability of implementing aggravating sentencing factors for crimes against persons who are
homeless, which was established pursuant to Public Law 2005, chapter 393. Public Law 2005, chapter 551
amends the purpose section of the general sentencing provisions of the Maine Criminal Code by adding
homelessness to the list of factors, such as the age, religion and sexual orientation of a victim, that a court
considers in determining the gravity of an offense in sentencing.

LD 2108 An Act Regarding the Sentencing of Persons Convicted of Gross INDEF PP
Sexual Assault against Victims under 12 Years of Age

Amendments Adopted

GERZOFSKY

Sponsor(s) Committee Report
BRENNAN

LD 2108 proposed to require a court, in a case involving gross sexual assault against a victim who has not yet
attained 12 years of age, to specify a term of imprisonment for any term of years, including a term that exceeds 30
years, which is the maximum allowed for a Class A crime. The bill proposed that, in making its determination,
the court is required to start with a basic period of imprisonment of 20 years; using that term as a starting point,
the court may then increase or decrease the term of imprisonment based upon all other relevant sentencing factors,
both aggravating and mitigating, appropriate to that case. These sentencing factors include, but are not limited to,
the character of the offender and the offender's criminal history, the effect of the offense on the victim and the
protection of the public interest. LD 2108 also proposed to impose probation for life for persons convicted of
gross sexual assault against persons who have not attained 12 years of age and to require that these persons, when
released from prison, be subject to supervision by the Department of Corrections that includes electronic
monitoring for the duration of the probation.

LD 2108 was not referred to committee. Please see LD 1717.

LD 2116 An Act To Provide Protection for Victims of Domestic Violence PUBLIC 671
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
STRIMLING
SIMPSON

LD 2116 proposed to specify that, upon receiving information from a federal agency that through a criminal
background check an individual subject to a protection from abuse order has illegally attempted to purchase a
firearm, the Department of Public Safety shall share that information with the individual who is intended to be
protected by the order and with another law enforcement agency with jurisdiction in the municipality in which
that individual resides as quickly as practicable.

The bill also proposed to specify that the Department of Public Safety may accomplish the notification process by
notifying another law enforcement agency within the county in which the individual intended to be protected by
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