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122nd Maine Legislature

Second Regular Session

Summary of Legislation Before The Joint Standing Committees

Enclosed please find a summary of all bills, resolves, joint study orders, joint resolutions and
Constitutional resolutions that were considered by the joint standing committees of the Maine Legislature this
past session. The document is a compilation of bill summaries which describe each bill and relevant
amendments, as well as the final action taken. Also included are statistical summaries of bill activity this
session for the Legislature and each of its joint standing committees.

The document is organized for convenient reference to information on bills considered by the
committees. It is arranged alphabetically by committee name and within committees by bill (LD) number. The
committee report(s), prime sponsor for each bill and the lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed below each
bill title. All adopted amendments are listed by paper number, Two indices, a subject index and a numerical
index by LD number are provided for easy reference to bills. They are located at the back of the document. A
separate publication, History and Final Disposition of Legislative Documents, may also be helpful in providing
information on the disposition of bills. These bill summaries also are available at the Law and Legislative
Reference Library and on the Internet (www.state.me.us/legis/opla/billsumm, htm).

Final action on each bill is noted to the right of the bill title. The abbreviations used for various
categories of final action are as follows:

CON RES XXX ..cooncrieniiinisennninsisiseiensnereseesissesesssesesessssnesens Chapter # of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE ..... Committee of Conference unable to agree, bill died

DIED BETWEEN BODIES .........coccoviiniiiiiiiiiniiintiit st s snebsins House & Senate disagree; bill died
DIED IN CONCURRENCE .......ccovoevivimviiririnsrinianeens One body accepts ONTP report; the other indefinitely postpones the bill
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT ........cccooviemiviiriinivirensininssnsensanssnsesssissossserserssssones Action incomplete when session ended; bill died
EMERGENCY ...t enscnseens Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ........ccoovccicccininiiniriinssiscsnnniirenes Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote
FAILED ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE..........coccivitiniciiriieiecrsisieretenena st eseisescseseessessnsssas Bill failed to get majority vote
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT .....cc.ovconiviieiiminsirinniccrnoresnnnissississesensssens Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 2/3 vote
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY .., .... Ruled out of order by the presiding officers; bill died
INDEF PP......cooviinvoiiniecisieniiiasssssesssiansastsiessissasssssonesseisstessssensossasssesesssessersassstssesesessesssessssssossossoses Bill Indefinitely Postponed
ONTP .....ooveerieriist ittt ses s et esb et s sue st esbe e b e besbasbesb s st b rnserneea s nesheseansaagebeseeasesnssereneas Ought Not To Pass report accepted
OTP-ND ... Committee report Ought To Pass In New Draft
P&S XXX...... BT ORI IUTORRTIN reerene oo Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law

PASSED et renaaan s etes et s eaene Joint Order passed in both bodies
PUBLIC XXX ....ooovovrnriitieiisisssssssisissarasssestssssessesssansassssssssssasessssonsssssssses rererenieneaens Chapter # of enacted Public Law
RESOLVE XXX ...ooourerviriiimneicnienesiinenisssieiesnssesesissssenesessessisessesesessosessnns .. Chapter # of finally passed Resolve

UNSIGNED (Pocket Veto).... e et en Bill held by Governor
VETO SUSTAINED ...t s Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto

Please note that the effective date for all non-emergency legislation enacted in the Second Regular
Session (unless otherwise specified in a particular law) is August 23, 2006,
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and public funds. In addition, the bill proposed to amend the land acquisition priorities of the Land for Maine's
Future program to include service center communities.

LD 1043 An Act To Provide Funds for Online Reference Materials P & S 57
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
EDMONDS OTP MAJ S-691 ROTUNDO
ONTP MIN

LD 1043 proposed a General Fund appropriation of $72,556 in fiscal year 2005-06 and $114,410 in fiscal year
2006-07 for a digital records management analyst position within the Department of the Secretary of State, Maine
State Archives, beginning October 1, 2005 to provide technical and professional leadership and management for
the preservation of the State's permanently valuable digital records.

Senate Amendment “A” (S-691) proposed to eliminate the appropriation for fiscal year 2005-06, reduce the
appropriation for fiscal year 2006-07 to $25,000 and amend the initiative to reflect that the appropriation is for the
Maine State Library to fund online reference materials to provide access to information from schools and libraries
through statewide licensing of reference materials.

Enacted law summary
Private and Special Law 2005, chapter 57 provides an appropriation of $25,000 in fiscal year 2006-07 to the

Maine State Library to fund online reference materials to provide access to information from schools and libraries
through statewide licensing of reference materials.

LD 1234 An Act To Reestablish the Maine Coast Environmental Trust PUBLIC 641
Fund within the Department of Marine Resources

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
KAELIN OTP-AM H-218
WESTON S-683 ROTUNDO

LD 1234 proposed reestablishing the Maine Coast Environmental Trust Fund in the Department of Marine
Resources to protect and improve the quality of the State's marine environment by providing grants to qualifying
organizations. This bill proposed the department develop a competitive grant program, including qualifications
and application procedures, and report back to the Second Regular Session of the 122nd Legislature with the
department’'s recommendations.

The bill proposed a start-up appropriation of $52,300 in fiscal year 2005-06 for the competitive grant program and
to restore the clam flats in Stockton Harbor.

Committee Amendment “A” (H-218) proposed the following.

1. Clarify that the Maine Coast Environmental Trust Fund is an Other Special Revenue Funds account within the
Department of Marine Resources.
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2. Authorize that the fund be allowed to accept appropriations and transfers by the Legislature.

3. Authorize a transfer of unappropriated General Fund surplus to the account and provides necessary Other
Special Revenue Funds allocations for the account.

4. Specify the amount of the allocation for the restoration of the clam flats in Stockton Harbor is $40,000 in
fiscal year 2005-06 only, the allocation for the competitive grants program in fiscal year 2005-06 is $12,300
and proposed a minimum allocation for the competitive grants program in fiscal year 2006-07 of $500

Senate Amendment “A” to Committee Amendment “A” (S-683) proposed to eliminate the requirement that
the Department of Marine Resources develop a competitive grant program for improvement and protection of the
State's marine environment and the funding for that program. This amendment also proposed the General Fund
transfer and corresponding allocation for the restoration of the clam flats in Stockton Harbor be $25,000 in fiscal
year 2006-07.

Enacted law summary

Public Law 2005, chapter 641 reestablishes the Maine Coast Environmental Trust Fund in the Department of
Marine Resources; allows the fund to accept appropriations and transfers authorized by the Legislature; authorizes
a transfer of $25,000 from the unappropriated General Fund surplus to the account and provides an Other Special
Revenue Funds allocation in fiscal year 2006-07 for the account for the restoration of the clam flats in Stockton
Harbor.

LD 1278 An Act Requiring Long-range Budget Planning ONTP
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
WOODBURY ONTP
MARTIN

LD 1278 proposed the State Budget Officer prepare a forecast of revenues and expenditures for the 3 biennia
immediately following the current biennium and requires the Governor to use the forecast to develop a long-
range budget plan and submit the plan to the Legislature along with the regular biennial budget.

LD 1293 An Act To Assist Families and Children by Increasing Access to DIED ON
the Court System ADJOURNMENT
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
SIMPSON OTP-AM  MAJ H-196
HOBBINS ONTP MIN

LD 1293 proposed General Fund appropriations of $154,664 in fiscal year 2005-06 and $147,943 in fiscal year
2006-07and Federal Expenditures Fund allocations of $300,230 in fiscal year 2005-06 and $287,183 in fiscal year
2006-07 to the Judicial Department to provide funds for 2 family case management officers, 2 assistant clerks and
2 security officers to reduce the backlog of cases in counties with larger populations.
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