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122nd Legislature
First Regular Session and First Special Session

Summary of Legislation Considered by the Joint Standing Committees
August 2005

Enclosed please find a summary of all bills, resolves, joint study orders, joint resotutions and Constitutional
resolutions that were considered by the joint standing select committees of the Maine Legislature this past
session. The document is a compilation of bill summaries which describe each bill and relevant
amendments, as well as the final action taken. Also included are statistical summaries of bill activity this
session for the Legislature and each of its joint standing committees,

The document is organized for convenient reference to information on bills considered by the
committees. It is organized by committees and within committees by bill (LD) number. The committee
report(s), prime sponsor for each bill and the lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed below each bill
title. All adopted amendments are listed by paper number. A subject index for each committee is
included immediately before the bill summaries for that committee, and a numerical index by LD number
is included at the back of the document. A separate publication, History and Final Disposition of
Legislative Documents, may also be helpful in providing information on the disposition of bills. These
bill summaries also are available at the Law and Legislative Reference Library and on the Internet
(www.state.me.us/legis/opla).

Final action on each bill is noted to the right of the bill title. The abbreviations used for various
categories of final action are as follows:

CARRIED OVER ......covveiiriiiirnisinmiiiini st eassesssssssassons s ssiase Bill Carried Over to Second Regular Session
CONRES XXX...covvvmivininienririiniinnne e Chapter # of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses

CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE.... ettt Comnmittee of Conference unable to agree; bill died
DIED BETWEEN BODIES................. e st e s House & Senate disagree; bill died
DIED IN CONCURRENCE.............. veveenennnne One body accepts ONTP report; the other indefinitely postpones the bill
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT .........ccccomvrmiirurvmrriessiosessensssissasesssssssessosnessssensasins Action incomplete when session ended; bill died
EMERGENCY oottt ts s caseestsensessessststsensseressestanesenssonsasessserasors Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE .......ovccecovvmiivsinirercrercesinsorsnnn Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote
FAILED ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ..........coviiiriinineiricsiiniciisceenseessecseiensesssnesescsassensne Bill failed to get majority vote
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT ............ et s ene Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 2/3 vote

NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY . sttt saas Ruled out of order by the presiding officers; bill died
INDEF PP O RSO PR RO TOTORPODPRTOORt Bill Indefinitely Postponed
ONTP........... e et e et rba etk e b stenbane Ought Not To Pass report accepted
OTPND......... SRR TOURROIOON Committee report Ought To Pass In New Draft
OTP ND/NT ... .. Committee report Ought To Pass In New Draft/New Title
P&S XXX ... ettt b b anans Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law

PUBLIC XXX....coconuneenn. RO OO PSSR OTOTUROON Chapter # of enacted Public Law
RESOLVE XXX......conuune.. Chapter # of finally passed Resolve
UNSIGNED ........c.coenrnne. et e A s b ettt stttk s ettt nnn e semteae Bill held by Governor
VETO SUSTAINED ......ooovniiiiiriiieccecrcnine e e s Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto

Please note the effective date for all non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular
Session (unless otherwise specified in a particular law) is June 29, 2005, and for non-emergency
legislation enacted in the First Special Session is September 17, 2005.



Joint Standing Committee on Business, Research and Economic Development

for lenders. The bill also proposed to establish requirements for lender reporting and examination of these
lenders.

The bill also proposed to specifically provide a number of consumer protections, including disclosure
requirements for written loan agreements, maximum loan amounts, limitations on fees charged to consumers,
maximum and minimum terms for |oan agreements and requirements for collection practices.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-241) proposed to replace the bill with aresolve. It proposed to direct the
Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Office of Consumer Credit Regulation in consultation with
the Office of the Attorney General, the banking and lending industry and consumers, to study the current market
for payday advance services and sub-prime lending practicesin the State. It proposed to direct the office to report
itsfindings, along with any proposed legislation, to the Joint Standing Committee on Business, Research and
Economic Development by February 1, 2006.

Enacted law summary

Resolve 2005, chapter 24 directs the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Office of Consumer
Credit Regulation, in consultation with the Office of the Attorney General, the banking and lending industry and
consumers, to study the current market for payday advance services and sub-prime lending practices in the State.
It also directs the department to report its findings, along with any proposed legislation, to the Joint Standing
Committee on Business, Research and Economic Devel opment by February 1, 2006.

LD 825 Resolve, To Improve Statewide Business Assistance Services RESOLVE 76
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
WATSON OTP-AM H-475
MAYO

LD 825 proposed to require the Department of Economic and Community Development to apply for exclusive
use of the 3-1-1 phone number to use that phone number as a means of providing access to the Business Answers
program operated by the department. This resolve also proposed to require the department to expand the hours of
operation of the Business Answers phone line from 7 am. to 9 p.m.

Committee Amendment "A'" (H-475) proposed to replace the bill. This amendment proposed to direct the
Department of Economic and Community Devel opment to develop a proposal for promoting and marketing the
Business Answers program, with a special focus on promoting its publicly accessible website and toll-free
telephone service to the public to increase the public's awareness of the valuable services that are being offered by
this program. This amendment proposed to require the department to report its findings, along with awritten
proposal identifying ways to improve the promotion and marketing of the Business Answers program, to the Joint
Standing Committee on Business, Research and Economic Development by February 1, 2006.

Enacted law summary
Resolve 2005, chapter 76 directs the Department of Economic and Community Development to develop a
proposal for promoting and marketing the Business Answers program, with a special focus on promoting its

publicly accessible website and toll-free telephone service to the public to increase the public's awareness of the
valuable services offered by this program. This resolve directs the department to report its findings, along with a
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Joint Standing Committee on Business, Research and Economic Development

written proposal identifying ways to improve the promotion and marketing of the Business Answers program, to
the Joint Standing Committee on Business, Research and Economic Development by February 1, 2006.

LD 832 An Act To Amend the Laws Regulating the Practice of Optometry ONTP
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BLANCHETTE ONTP MAJ
oTP MIN

LD 832 proposed to do the following:
1. Eliminate the prohibition on optometric practice on premises where nonoptometric materials are dispensed,
2. Eliminate the existing prohibition on mercantile employment of optometrists by clarifying related provisions;

3. Eliminate the prohibition on association by any optometrist with a person, firm or corporation who is not a
registered optometrist;

4. Permit optometrists to practice under atrade name like other medical professionals; and
5. Authorize contracts for the practice of optometry in or on the premises of an optical shop or commercial or

mercantile establishment and permits the joint marketing of the optometrist and mercantile or retail
establishment.

LD 837 Resolve, Regarding a New Certification for Health Care ONTP
Attendants
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MILLSP ONTP

LD 837 proposed to direct the Department of Health and Human Services and the State Board of Nursing to adopt
routine technical rules for a new classification of health care workers named health care attendants.

LD 905 An Act To Modernize the Innkeeping Statutes PUBLIC 185
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
COWGER OTP-AM S-160
MOODY

LD 905 proposed to amend several sections of the law dealing with innkeeping and lodging. The bill proposed to
amend the provision requiring all gueststo register. The bill also proposed to require that a guest who is
overcharged must be reimbursed the amount charged minus the posted rate for the room. The bill also proposed
to amend the law to make optional the requirement that an innkeeper or campground owner accept a credit card
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