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13 State House Station, Room 215 Cross State Office Building 
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] 22nd Legislature 
First Regular Session and First Special Session 

Summary of Legislation Considered by the Joint Standing Committees 
August 2005 

Enclosed please find a summary of all bills, resolves, joint study orders, joint resolutions and Constitutional 
resolutions that were considered by the joint standing select committees of the Maine Legislature this past 
session. The document is a compilation of bill summaries which describe each bill and relevant 
amendments, as well as the final action taken. Also included are statistical summaries of bill activity this 
session for the Legislature and each of its joint standing committees. 

The document is organized for convenient reference to information on bills considered by the 
committees. It is organized by committees and within committees by bill {LD) number. The committee 
report(s), prime sponsor for each bill and the lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed below each bill 
title. All adopted amendments are listed by paper number. A subject index for each committee is 
included immediately before the bill summaries for that committee, and a numerical index by LD number 
is included at the back of the document. A separate publication, History and Final Disposition of 
Legislative Documents, may also be helpful in providing information on the disposition of bills. These 
bill summaries also are available at the Law and Legislative Reference Library and on the Internet 
(www.state.me.us/legis/opla). 

Final action on each bill is noted to the right of the bill title. The abbreviations used for various 
categories of final action are as follows: 

CARRIED OVER .................................................................................................... Bill Carried Over to Second Regular Session 
CON RES xxr ............................................................................. Chapter# of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses 
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE ............................................................. Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died 
DIED BETWEEN BODIES ..................................................................................................... House & Senate disagree; bill died 
DIED IN CONCURRENCE ......................................... One body accepts ONTP report; the other indefinitely postpones the bill 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT .............................................................................. Action incomplete when session ended; bill died 
EMERGENCY ......................................................................................................... Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days 
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ................................................... Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote 
FAILED ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ..................................................................................... Billfailed to get majority vote 
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT ................................................................ Bill imposing local mandate/ailed to get 213 vote 
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY .................................................... Ruled out of order by the presiding officers; bill died 
INDEF PP ........................................................................................................................................... Bill Indefinitely Postponed 
ONTP ..................................................................................................................................... Ought Not To Pass report accepted 
OTP ND ............................................................................................................... Committee report Ought To Pass In New Draft 
OTP ND/NT ......................................................................................... Committee report Ought To Pass In New Draft/New Title 
P&S XIT ................................................................................................................. Chapter# of enacted Private & Special Law 
PUBLIC XXf ............................................................................................................................ Chapter# of enacted Public Law 
RESOLVE xxr ...................................................................................................................... Chapter# of finally passed Resolve 
UNSIGNED ................................................................................................................................................. Bill held by Governor 
VETO SUSTAINED .............................................................................................. Legislature failed to override Govenwr's Veto 

Please note the effective date for all non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular 
Session (unless otherwise specified in a particular law) is June 29, 2005; and for non-emergency 
legislation enacted in the First Special Session is September 17, 2005. 



Joint Standing Committee on Legal and Veterans’ Affairs 
 
 
 

Office of Policy and Legal Analysis Legal and Veterans’ Affairs ● 11 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-150) proposed to change the title of the bill and replace the section of the bill 
that places those collecting signatures for petitions a minimum of 25 feet outside the voting place with guidelines 
for the presence of petitioners at the voting place, including allowing space for those who oppose the petition for 
which signatures are being collected. 
 
House Amendment "A" to Committee Amendment "A" (H-398) proposed to replace the bill and require the 
Secretary of State to supply a temporary warden if a municipal voting warden determines that there is a security 
concern or it is necessary to maintain order at the polling place.  The amendment also proposed to require the 
Secretary of State to report to the Joint Standing Committee on Legal and Veterans Affairs on the cost of 
providing a temporary warden at a polling place and with potential funding sources.  The amendment also would 
make the requirement to supply a temporary warden effective for the November 2006 election. 
 
House Amendment "B" to Committee Amendment "A" (H-478) proposed to allow a warden to place an 
opponent to a petition next to the circulator of that petition, but does not require such placement. 
 
Senate Amendment "A" to Committee Amendment "A" (S-218) proposed to alter Committee Amendment 
"A" in the following ways. 
 
1. It would permit a municipal clerk to deny access to the voting place if a circulator fails to notify the clerk by 

noon of the day before the election day of an intention to collect signatures. 
 
2. It would replace the provision in the committee amendment that limits the number of circulators and 

opponents to one per question or issue with a new provision that permits the warden to limit the number based 
on the space available. 

 
3. It would provide that the restriction against approaching a voter before that voter votes applies only to activity 

within the voting place. 
 
 
LD 383 An Act To Ban Government Conflict of Interest in Elections  ONTP
 
 

Sponsor(s)    Committee Report Amendments Adopted 
VAUGHAN ONTP           

 
LD 383 proposed to prohibit employees of the State and members of government employee unions from running 
for the Legislature, outgoing Legislators from running for constitutional office or State Auditor, people who 
receive income from the State from publicly participating in a campaign, people who occupy positions elected by 
the Legislature from publicly participating in a campaign or endorsing candidates and government employee 
unions from assisting with or contributing to campaigns. 
 
LD 412 An Act To Clarify the Definition of "Lobbyist"  ONTP
 
 

Sponsor(s)    Committee Report Amendments Adopted 
PLOWMAN ONTP           

 
LD 412 proposed to ensure the registration as lobbyists of all individuals who engage in lobbying in excess of 8 
hours in a calendar month and who receive compensation for their time spent lobbying, whether or not the 

lcirc
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lobbying is done on a pro bono basis.  This bill proposed to amend the definition of "lobbyist" to include 
individuals who lobby on a pro bono basis but who receive compensation for the time spent lobbying. 
 
 
LD 422 An Act To Remove the Restriction on the Number of Liquor 

Licenses Issued  
ONTP

 
 

Sponsor(s)    Committee Report Amendments Adopted 
FISCHER ONTP           

 
LD 422 proposed to remove the current restriction on the number of agency liquor store licenses that may be 
issued in a municipality based on the population of that municipality.  Instead, this bill proposed to make 
licensing for agency liquor stores contingent upon their meeting requirements similar to those imposed on off-
premise retail licensees of malt liquor and wine. 
 
 
LD 456 An Act To Make Disputed Ballots in State Elections Public  ONTP
 
 

Sponsor(s)    Committee Report Amendments Adopted 
MCKANE ONTP           

DOW   
 
LD 456 proposed to require the Secretary of State to make available for public inspection disputed ballots arising 
from an election recount.  This bill would specify that absentee ballots made available for public inspection must 
preserve the voter's anonymity. 
 
 
LD 470 An Act To Amend the Way Beverages Are Sold on Golf Courses  ONTP
 
 

Sponsor(s)    Committee Report Amendments Adopted 
SEAVEY ONTP           
HOBBINS   

 
LD 470 proposed to permit the buildings and grounds but not the parking lot of a golf club to be included in the 
licensed premises for purposes of on-premises liquor licenses. 
LD 496 An Act To Extend Term Limits  CARRIED OVER
 
 

Sponsor(s)    Committee Report Amendments Adopted 
CANAVAN   
GAGNON   

 
LD 496 extends the number of years of service authorized under the term limits law from 8 to 12 for Legislators.  
The bill also requires that the voters of the State vote on this matter at the statewide election held in the year 2005.  
This bill was carried over by H.P. 1023 to the next special or regular session of the 122nd Legislature. 




