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] 22nd Legislature 
First Regular Session and First Special Session 

Summary of Legislation Considered by the Joint Standing Committees 
August 2005 

Enclosed please find a summary of all bills, resolves, joint study orders, joint resolutions and Constitutional 
resolutions that were considered by the joint standing select committees of the Maine Legislature this past 
session. The document is a compilation of bill summaries which describe each bill and relevant 
amendments, as well as the final action taken. Also included are statistical summaries of bill activity this 
session for the Legislature and each of its joint standing committees. 

The document is organized for convenient reference to information on bills considered by the 
committees. It is organized by committees and within committees by bill {LD) number. The committee 
report(s), prime sponsor for each bill and the lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed below each bill 
title. All adopted amendments are listed by paper number. A subject index for each committee is 
included immediately before the bill summaries for that committee, and a numerical index by LD number 
is included at the back of the document. A separate publication, History and Final Disposition of 
Legislative Documents, may also be helpful in providing information on the disposition of bills. These 
bill summaries also are available at the Law and Legislative Reference Library and on the Internet 
(www.state.me.us/legis/opla). 

Final action on each bill is noted to the right of the bill title. The abbreviations used for various 
categories of final action are as follows: 

CARRIED OVER .................................................................................................... Bill Carried Over to Second Regular Session 
CON RES xxr ............................................................................. Chapter# of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses 
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE ............................................................. Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died 
DIED BETWEEN BODIES ..................................................................................................... House & Senate disagree; bill died 
DIED IN CONCURRENCE ......................................... One body accepts ONTP report; the other indefinitely postpones the bill 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT .............................................................................. Action incomplete when session ended; bill died 
EMERGENCY ......................................................................................................... Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days 
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ................................................... Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote 
FAILED ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ..................................................................................... Billfailed to get majority vote 
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT ................................................................ Bill imposing local mandate/ailed to get 213 vote 
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY .................................................... Ruled out of order by the presiding officers; bill died 
INDEF PP ........................................................................................................................................... Bill Indefinitely Postponed 
ONTP ..................................................................................................................................... Ought Not To Pass report accepted 
OTP ND ............................................................................................................... Committee report Ought To Pass In New Draft 
OTP ND/NT ......................................................................................... Committee report Ought To Pass In New Draft/New Title 
P&S XIT ................................................................................................................. Chapter# of enacted Private & Special Law 
PUBLIC XXf ............................................................................................................................ Chapter# of enacted Public Law 
RESOLVE xxr ...................................................................................................................... Chapter# of finally passed Resolve 
UNSIGNED ................................................................................................................................................. Bill held by Governor 
VETO SUSTAINED .............................................................................................. Legislature failed to override Govenwr's Veto 

Please note the effective date for all non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular 
Session (unless otherwise specified in a particular law) is June 29, 2005; and for non-emergency 
legislation enacted in the First Special Session is September 17, 2005. 



Unreferenced Bills Not Included In Committee Summaries 

LD89 An Act To Give the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and 
Wildlife the Authority To Allow the Operation of Snowmobiles 
Registered outside the State at Special Events Occurring in the 
State 

Sponsor(s) 
MARTIN 
PARADIS 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PUBLlCl 
EMERGENCY 

This bill proposed that snowmobiles registered in another state or in a Canadian province could be operated 
without a Maine registration at a special event or festival organized that occurred in this State if such operation 
was approved by the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife. It proposed to repeal the provision of law 
that allowed the commissioner to designate one weekend a year as an open snowmobile weekend when 
snowmobiles registered outside the State could be used in the State without being registered in the State. 

Enacted law.sutnmaty• 

1Publio Law 2pos, chapt~iip1'0vides thafsnowtnoljiles regiiitetttf i~ anothetst~ttn)iill;ij:Qltl)lidiao. jr,ovince may . 
Ibe .. op~tated withQuta .. M~ineir,gi~tr~t.ion.llta··.$pe~ial~~vent'.orfesiival,Qfglll)izeQ;Jo•o~cur:,io.thisStat~Jfsupb 
:operatio11:is0appr~~ed by,!he Commi~~ion,r-0flnl~ri' ~isberiesll,tl~f!\V:Hctl~fe.(•I\}tep~11ls ffi.t,pr,cwisfon:of law ·that 
:aJlows th~·.commissfon~rto designate oµe·weeken~.··atear as an·open.~t1dWniPbUt •. w~ek~Jawhen,$t10wtnobi1es 
:registered outside the State may ,be used in.the State without~ing registered irttij~ State;\ · · · · 

Public ··Law.2005~ chapter .. 1·.~.,s ~naoted·,as· .a11 emtug~nQy··~e1tsure .• effo~ti.'1e J~nuary .. t·a~ioos.•·· 

LD316 An Act To Repeal the Excise Tax on Motor Vehicles 

Sponsor(s) 
FISCHER 

I Committee Report I Amendments Adopted 

DIED BETWEEN 
HOUSES 

This bill proposed to repeal the excise tax that is levied on motor vehicles and camper trailers but retain the 
excise tax levied on aircraft and mobile homes. 
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