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Maine State Legislature 

Office OJ Policy And Legal Analysis 
Office Of Fiscal And Program Review 

121st Maine Legislature 
Second Regular Session and 

Second Special Session 

Summary Of Legislation Before The Joint Standing Committees 

Enclosed please find a summary of all bills, resolves, joint study orders, joint resolutions and 
Constitutional resolutions that were considered by the joint standing and joint select committees of the Maine 
Legislature this past session. The document is a compilation of bill summaries which describe each bill and 
relevant amendments, as well as the final action taken. Also included are statistical summaries of bill activity 
this session for the Legislature and each of its joint standing committees. 

The document is organized for convenient reference to information on bills considered by the 
committees. It is arranged alphabetically by committee name and within committees by bill (LD) number. The 
committee report(s), prime sponsor for each bill and the lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed below 
each bill title. All adopted amendments are listed by paper number. Two indices, a subject index and a 
numerical index by LD number are provided for easy reference to bills. They are located at the back of the 
document. A separate publication, History and Final Disposition of Legislative Documents, may also be 
helpful in providing information on the disposition of bills. These bill summaries also are available at the Law 
and Legislative Reference Library and on the Internet (www.state.me.us/legis/opla/billsumm.htm). 

Final action on each bill is noted to the right of the bill title. The abbreviations used for various 
categories of final action are as follows: 

CON RES XXX ............................................................................ Chapter# of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses 
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE ........................................................... Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died 
DIED BETWEEN BODIES .................................................................................................... House & Senate disagree; bill died 
DIED IN CONCURRENCE ........................................ One body accepts ONTP report; the other indefinitely postpones the bill 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT .............................................................................. Action incomplete when session ended; bill died 
EMERGENCY ........................................................................................................ Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days 
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE .................................................. Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote 
FAILED ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ..................................................................................... Billfailed to get majority vote 
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT ................................................................ Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 2/3 vote 
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY ................................................... Ruled out of order by the presiding officers; bill died 
INDEF PP ........................................................................................................................................... Bill Indefinitely Postponed 
ONTP ..................................................................................................................................... Ought Not To Pass report accepted 
OTP-ND .............................................................................................................. Committee report Ought To Pass In New Draft 
P&S XXX ................................................................................................................. Chapter# of enacted Private & Special Law 
PASSED ............................................................................................. .' ..................................... Joint Order passed in both bodies 
PUBLIC XXX ............................................................................................................................ Chapter# of enacted Public Law 
RESOLVE XXX ...................................................................................................................... Chapter# of finally passed Resolve 
UNSIGNED ................................................................................................................................................. Bi// held by Governor 
VETO SUSTAINED ........................................................................................... Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto 

Please note that the effective date for all non-emergency legislation enacted in the Second Regular 
Session (unless otherwise specified in a particular law) is April 30, 2004; and non-emergency legislation 
enacted in the Second Special Session is July 30, 2004. Four bills (LD's 1572, 1629, 1636 and 1637) that 
were considered at the First Special Session in August 2003 are also included in these summaries. · 

David C. Elliott, Director 
Offices located in Room 215 of the Cross Office Building 
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PART SECTION DESCRIPTION 
   
EEEE EEEE-1 Clarifies the intent of the use of the $3,000,000 portion of the transportation bonds 

proceeds of Private and Special Law 2003, chapter 33.  The Department of Public 
Safety is required to award grants of $3,000,000 to expand existing air-medical 
response system throughout the state, up to $400,000 of these grants must be for the 
costs of acquisition of a mobile advance human patient simulator mannequin system. 

   
FFFF FFFF-1 Appropriates $32,000 in fiscal year 2004-05 to the Magnet Schools program and 

deappropriates the same amount from General Purpose Aid for Local Schools. 
   
GGGG GGGG-1: 

GGGG-9 
Amends the statutes governing the Office of Program Evaluation and Government 
Accountability (OPEGA) to authorize the legislative oversight committee to direct 
OPEGA to conduct evaluations of local government, quasi-municipal entities and 
municipal or nonprofit corporations when determined necessary by the committee 
and to examine expenditures of private money by public officials or employees.  It 
also removes language concerning the Department of Audit that defines program 
evaluation and instead enacts language that gives the committee the discretion to 
request the department to conduct an examination or, if the department is unable to 
perform the examination in a timely manner, to direct OPEGA to obtain the services 
of an auditor.  It also clarifies the status of information provided to OPEGA and 
requires the director and the employees of OPEGA to be nonpartisan. 

   
HHHH HHHH-1 Requires the Treasurer of State to structure the June 2004 bond issue to be paid in 

semiannual installments of principal and interest over a period of no more than 9 
years with the first annual installment due on or after January 1, 2005.  

   
 HHHH-2 Recognizes the General Fund and Highway Fund debt service savings from the 

restructuring of the June 2004 bond issue and appropriates $6,000,000 in fiscal year 
2004-05 to the Baxter Compensation Authority.  (See LD 1682) 

   
IIII IIII-1 Directs the Public Utilities Commission, when determining the level of financial 

assistance to be provided from the Maine Telecommunications Education Access 
Fund to qualifying libraries, to mitigate the impact of lost federal funding in those 
cases in which libraries have determined they could not meet conditions for receiving 
the federal funding without substantially compromising their standards or missions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LD 1928 An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue in the Amount 

of $4,822,368 To Provide Funds To Repair and Upgrade Maine 
Army National Guard Armories and Facilities and for the 
Challenger Learning Center of Maine  

ONTP
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Sponsor(s)    Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HATCH PA ONTP  
HATCH PH   

 
LD 1928 proposed to provide a General Fund bond issue in the amount of $4,822,368 to be used for the 
following purposes: 
 
1. The sum of $4,522,368 to repair and upgrade Maine Army National Guard armories and facilities 

located throughout the State; and 
 
2. The sum of $300,000 to support the Challenger Learning Center of Maine. 
 
 
 
LD 1937 An Act To Appropriate Funds to the Maine Potato Board for  

the Purchase of Potatoes in Need of Disposal Due to Weather 
Conditions during the Harvest in 2003 

P & S 52 
EMERGENCY

 
 

Sponsor(s)    Committee Report Amendments Adopted 
MARTIN OTP  

 
LD 1937 proposed to appropriate $750,000 to the Maine Potato Board to purchase from farmers table 
stock potatoes that are rotting due to poor weather during the harvest in 2003 and are in need of disposal 
at the rate of $1.50 per hundredweight. 
 
Enacted Law Summary: 
 
Private and Special 2003, chapter 52 appropriates $750,000 to the Maine Potato Board to purchase from 
farmers table stock potatoes that are rotting due to poor weather during the harvest in 2003 and are in 
need of disposal at the rate of $1.50 per hundredweight. 
 
Private and Special 2003, chapter 52 was enacted as an emergency measure and took effect May 11, 
2004. 
 




