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Maine State Legislature

Office Of Policy And Legal Analysis
Office Of Fiscal And Program Review

121st Maine Legislature
First Regular Session

Summary Of Legislation Before The Joint Standing Committees

Enclosed please find a summary of all bills, resolves, joint study orders, joint resolutions and
Constitutional resolutions that were considered by the joint standing and joint select committees of the Maine
Legislature this past session. The document is a compilation of bill summaries which describe each bill and
relevant amendments, as well as the final action taken. Also included are statistical summaries of bill activity
this session for the Legislature and each of its joint standing committees.

The document is organized for convenient reference to information on bills considered by the
committees. It is arranged alphabetically by committee name and within committees by bill (D) number. The
committee report(s), prime sponsor for each bill and the lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed below
each bill title. All adopted amendments are listed by paper number. Two indices, a subject index and a
numerical index by LD number are provided for easy reference to bills. They are located at the back of the
document. A separate publication, History and Final Disposition of Legislative Documents, may also be
helpful in providing information on the disposition of bills. These bill summaries also are available at the Law
and Legislative Reference Library and on the Internet (www.state.me.us/legis/opla).

Final action on each bill is noted to the right of the bill title. The abbreviations used for various
categories of final action are as follows:

CARRIED OVER PURSUANT TO HP 1212....coveeerceerrconereciscans seevessssssesessseses Bills carried over to the 2" Regular Session
CON RES XXX ...coovniiiiciiinirerinisisninicsinssssesansnssenesssnesesessnesenens Chapter # of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses

CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE .........uvivivioviirrccnsncisinian. wvereneenn. Commiittee of Conference unable to agree; bill died
DIED BETWEEN BODIES ......oovviniviiiiniisinriiisosiicsiissiinn ssissssinins sisesrssssenss sorssessonss House & Senate disagree; bill died
DIED IN CONCURRENCE ....coovvonmirnninrininrcicsinens One body accepts ONTP report, the other indefinitely postpones the bill
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT ......covviiviiriiimioniiiseniasnisesisisosesssrssises siase sosssins Action incomplete when session ended; bill died
EMERGENCY .....covvv vvvvvvnriiisnrinvonsinons e s ses Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE .....cooeeenee eevrmecnseerenenenens Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote
FAILED ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE........ccovcvvvarrine o sttt seseestenrasrenneates Bill failed to get majority vote
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT..........cccvrvvuve. ceerovieresrerens Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 2/3 vote
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY .....o.oovuivvivsiiacinrinrisinsiines sorsenns Ruled out of order by the presiding officers; bill died
INDEF PP......oovviviinimiiniiiinisciiinisssssos i seat s sstnssssastaeststens sesssensasatntssessessensstotssencsiossenes Bill Indefinitely Postponed
ONTP.......... e et nesesrebene Ought Not To Pass report accepted
OTP-ND...... Committee report Ought To Pass In New Draft
P&ES XXX..... prereeeb e erraee Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law
PASSED............. rrve e Joint Order passed in both bodies
PUBLIC XXX reteeesereab e erens Chapter # of enacted Public Law
RESOLVE XXX ... BSOSO U TOOPPRUROROTOPPRPPON Chapter # of finally passed Resolve
UNSIGNED reeteae e eeebe b SRR SR s Rt R RS RS b RSSO Ra s S Bill held by Governor
VETO SUSTAINED Legisiature failed to override Governor's Veto

Please note that the effective date for all non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular
Session (unless otherwise specified in a particular law) is September 13, 2003.

David C. Elliott, Director
Offices located in Room 215 of the Cross Office Building



Joint Standing Committee on Marine Resources

LD 1416 An Act To Create the Scallop Advisory Council and the Scallop PUBLIC 319
Research Fund

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BULL OTP-AM H-374

LD 1416 proposed to change the licensing for scallop dragging by licensing individuals rather than licensing the
activities of aboat. It proposed to add an owner-operator provision to the scallop license, requiring that the owner
of the vessdl or afamily member of the owner must be on board when that vessel is being used to harvest scallops.
It aso proposed to make exemptions for temporary illness or disability on the part of the owner or temporary
changes due to a boat accident or mechanical failure. Additionaly, it proposed to allow for a person who currently
holds more than one scallop dragging license to continue to do so, and to alow other individuals to use the vessel
for scallop harvesting without the owner on board.

Finally, it proposed to create the Scallop Research Fund, which could be used for research and development of the
scallop resource and would be funded by a surcharge to the scallop draggers license, the hand fishing scallop
license and the scallop diving tender license. It proposed to creste the Scallop Advisory Council that would make
recommendations to the Commissioner of Marine Resources on expenditures from the fund and other matters of
interest to the scallop fishery.

Committee Amendment A" (H-374) proposed to strike provisions of the bill regarding the proposed owner-
operator requirement for scallop draggers and to remove law enforcement as one of the activities supported by the
Scallop Research Fund.

Enacted Law Summary

Public Law 2003, chapter 319 creates the Scallop Research Fund, which may be used for research and development
of the scallop resource and is funded by a surcharge to the scallop draggers license, the hand fishing scallop license
and the scallop diving tender license. The bill creates the Scallop Advisory Council to make recommendations to
the Commissioner of Marine Resources on expenditures from the fund and other matters of interest to the scallop
fishery.

LD 1417 An Act To Make Changes to the Laws Governing Aquaculture PUBLIC 247
Leasing
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BULL OTP-AM H-282

LD 1417 proposed to make changes to several sections of the marine resources laws that regulate the leasing and
monitoring of public waters for aguaculture. The proposed changes would affect the issuance of standard and
limited-purpose aquaculture leases. It proposed to:

1. Clarify that the existing exclusive jurisdiction of the Commissioner of Marine Resources to regulate aguaculture
activities on state submerged lands below the mean low-water mark includes al types of equipment to be
located within a standard aguaculture lease. 1t aso proposed to alow qualified staff to sign lease documents
following the approval of a standard lease by the commissioner;
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