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120th Legislature 
First Regular Session 

Summary Of Legislation Before The Joint Standing Committees 
August 2001 

Enclosed please find a summary of all bills, resolves, joint study orders, joint resolutions and Constitutional 
resolutions that were considered by the joint standing select committees of the Maine Legislature this past 
session. The document is a compilation of bill summaries which describe each bill and relevant 
amendments, as well as the final action taken. Also included are statistical summaries of bill activity this 
session for the Legislature and each of its joint standing committees. 

The document is organized for convenient reference to information on bills considered by the 
committees. It is organized by committees and within committees by bill (LD) number. The committee 
report(s), prime sponsor for each bill and the lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed below each bill 
title. All adopted amendments are listed by paper number. Two indices, a subject index and a numerical 
index by LD number are provided for easy reference to bills. They are located at the back of the 
document. A separate publication, History and Final Disposition of Legislative Documents, may also be 
helpful in providing information on the disposition of bills. These bill summaries also are available at the 
Law and Legislative Reference Library and on the Internet (www.state.me.us/legis/opla). 

Final action on each bill is noted to the right of the bill title. The abbreviations used for various 
categories of final action are as follows: 

CARRIED OVER .......................................................................................... Bill Carried Over to Second Regular Session 
CON RES XXX ................................................................. Chapter# of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses 
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE ................................................. Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died 
DIED BETWEEN BODIES ......................................................................................... House & Senate disagree; bill died 
DIED IN CONCURRENCE .............................. One body accepts ONTP report; the other indefinitely postpones the bill 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT ................................................................... Action incomplete when session ended; bill died 
EMERGENCY .............................................................................................. Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days 
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ....................................... Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote 
FAILED ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ......................................................................... Bill failed to get majority vote 
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT ...................................................... Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 2/3 vote 
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY ......................................... Ruled out of order by the presiding officers; bill died 
INDEF PP ................................................................................................................................. Bill Indefinitely Postponed 
ONTP .............................................................................................................. , ........... Ought Not To Pass report accepted 
OTP ND .................................................................................................... Committee report Ought To Pass In New Draft 
OTP ND/NT ............................................................................. Committee report Ought To Pass In New Draft/New Title 
P &S XXX ....................................................................................................... Chapter# of enacted Private & Special Law 
PUBLIC XXX ................................................................................................................. Chapter# of enacted Public Law 
RESOLVE XXX ........................................................................................................... Chapter# of finally passed Resolve 
UNSIGNED ....................................................................................................................................... Bill held by Governor 
VETO SUSTAINED .................................................................................... Legislaturefailed to override Governor's Veto 

Please note the effective date for all non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular 
Session (unless otherwise specified in a particular law) is September 21, 2001. 

David E. Boulter, Director 
Offices Located in the State House, Rooms 101/107 /135 
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LD 1547 An Act to Amend the Animal Welfare Laws  ONTP
 
 

Sponsor(s)    Committee Report Amendments Adopted 
LAFOUNTAIN ONTP           

SULLIVAN   
 
LD 1547 proposed revisions to the Animal Welfare statutes including several revisions regarding training and 
duties of humane agents, animal control officers and animal law enforcement officers. It proposed increasing the 
fees for dog licenses and kennel licenses. It proposed revisions to the statutes regarding euthanasia and cruelty to 
animals.  For enacted laws regarding animal welfare see the bill summaries for LD 1170, LD 1435, LD 1679 and 
LD 1695. 
 
 
LD 1587 An Act to Amend the Commercial Large Game Shooting Area to 

Change the Date of Operation  
ONTP

 
 

Sponsor(s)    Committee Report Amendments Adopted 
MARTIN ONTP           

 
LD 1587 proposed allowing a person to obtain a commercial large game shooting area license if that person 
operated a commercial large game shooting area sometime between October 1, 1999 and March 15, 2001. Under 
current law a person must have operated a commercial large game shooting area sometime between October 1, 
1999 and March 15, 2000 to obtain a license. 
 
 
LD 1589 An Act to Define "Operated" in Relation to Commercial Large 

Game Shooting Areas  
ONTP

 
 

Sponsor(s)    Committee Report Amendments Adopted 
MARTIN ONTP           

 
LD 1589 proposed a definition of "operated" within the provisions for the licensing of large game shooting areas to 
mean the buying or selling of hunts. 
 
 
LD 1622 An Act to Regulate Camp Lot Leases  ONTP
 
 

Sponsor(s)    Committee Report Amendments Adopted 
STANLEY ONTP           

 
LD 1622 proposed to define "camp lot" and require that camp lot leases clearly identify the boundaries of the camp 
lot.  It proposed limiting the amount of rent for a camp lot lease to no greater than 3 times the amount of  
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property tax paid on that parcel.  It also proposed provisions to require a landowner to pay fair market value to a 
lessee when a new landowner terminates a lease.  See summary for LD 1823 and Joint Order H.P. 1391. 
 
 
LD 1660 An Act to Encourage Independent 3rd-Party Certification of 

Resource Managers  
DIED ON 

ADJOURNMENT
 
 

Sponsor(s)    Committee Report Amendments Adopted 
GREEN OTP-AM       MAJ H-515    

MARTIN ONTP         MIN  
 
LD 1660 proposed creating a tax credit for small woodlot owners who have their woodlots certified as sustainably 
managed.  It also proposed a tax credit for professional foresters who become approved by a forest certification 
system to certify small woodlots as sustainably managed and proposed establishing a grant program for 
professional foresters to help defray the cost of becoming approved.  
 
Committee Amendment "A" (H-515) amendment was the majority report of the committee.  It proposed 
removing the provisions for tax credits in the original bill.  It would have retained a grant program for licensed 
professional foresters to assist with costs of obtaining 3rd-party certification as forest resource managers.  It 
proposed appropriating $5,000 to establish the certified forest resource manager grant fund and allowing the grant 
fund to accept donations from public and private sources.  LD 1160 as amended by H-515 was enacted in the 
House and placed on the Appropriations Table in the Senate.  It died on adjournment. 
 
 
LD 1676 An Act to Establish the Maine Forest Certification Council  ONTP
 
 

Sponsor(s)    Committee Report Amendments Adopted 
SAXL ONTP         MAJ  

MICHAUD MH OTP-AM       MIN  
 
LD 1676 proposed establishing the Maine Forest Certification Council, consisting of members appointed by the 
Governor, the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives, to review and report upon 
the use of 3rd-party certification in helping achieve the goals, criteria and standards of sustainable forest 
management.  As proposed, the council would report its findings annually to the Governor and to the Legislature. 
 
 
LD 1679 An Act to Increase the Penalties for Animal Cruelty  PUBLIC 425
 
 

Sponsor(s)    Committee Report Amendments Adopted 
BULL OTP-AM        H-423    

DAGGETT   
 
LD 1679 proposed increasing the penalties for certain violations of the animal cruelty laws. It proposed  
making a second or subsequent conviction of cruelty to animals a Class C crime. It proposed a Class C crime  




