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120th Legislature 
First Regular Session 

Summary Of Legislation Before The Joint Standing Committees 
August 2001 

Enclosed please find a summary of all bills, resolves, joint study orders, joint resolutions and Constitutional 
resolutions that were considered by the joint standing select committees of the Maine Legislature this past 
session. The document is a compilation of bill summaries which describe each bill and relevant 
amendments, as well as the final action taken. Also included are statistical summaries of bill activity this 
session for the Legislature and each of its joint standing committees. 

The document is organized for convenient reference to information on bills considered by the 
committees. It is organized by committees and within committees by bill (LD) number. The committee 
report(s), prime sponsor for each bill and the lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed below each bill 
title. All adopted amendments are listed by paper number. Two indices, a subject index and a numerical 
index by LD number are provided for easy reference to bills. They are located at the back of the 
document. A separate publication, History and Final Disposition of Legislative Documents, may also be 
helpful in providing information on the disposition of bills. These bill summaries also are available at the 
Law and Legislative Reference Library and on the Internet (www.state.me.us/legis/opla). 

Final action on each bill is noted to the right of the bill title. The abbreviations used for various 
categories of final action are as follows: 

CARRIED OVER .......................................................................................... Bill Carried Over to Second Regular Session 
CON RES XXX ................................................................. Chapter# of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses 
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE ................................................. Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died 
DIED BETWEEN BODIES ......................................................................................... House & Senate disagree; bill died 
DIED IN CONCURRENCE .............................. One body accepts ONTP report; the other indefinitely postpones the bill 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT ................................................................... Action incomplete when session ended; bill died 
EMERGENCY .............................................................................................. Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days 
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ....................................... Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote 
FAILED ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ......................................................................... Bill failed to get majority vote 
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT ...................................................... Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 2/3 vote 
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY ......................................... Ruled out of order by the presiding officers; bill died 
INDEF PP ................................................................................................................................. Bill Indefinitely Postponed 
ONTP .............................................................................................................. , ........... Ought Not To Pass report accepted 
OTP ND .................................................................................................... Committee report Ought To Pass In New Draft 
OTP ND/NT ............................................................................. Committee report Ought To Pass In New Draft/New Title 
P &S XXX ....................................................................................................... Chapter# of enacted Private & Special Law 
PUBLIC XXX ................................................................................................................. Chapter# of enacted Public Law 
RESOLVE XXX ........................................................................................................... Chapter# of finally passed Resolve 
UNSIGNED ....................................................................................................................................... Bill held by Governor 
VETO SUSTAINED .................................................................................... Legislaturefailed to override Governor's Veto 

Please note the effective date for all non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular 
Session (unless otherwise specified in a particular law) is September 21, 2001. 

David E. Boulter, Director 
Offices Located in the State House, Rooms 101/107 /135 
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remain exempt. It proposed eliminating a reporting requirement and a filing requirement imposed on landowners 
creating exempt lots. It proposed criteria by which the commission could use conditional zoning. 
Committee Amendment "A" (S-253) was the minority report of the committee. It proposed revised language to 
clarify lots that qualify for an exemption from subdivision review.  It proposed retaining the requirement for filing 
of a land division plan and requiring that the plan state that the lots may be used only for forest management, 
agricultural management or conservation of natural resources. It proposed eliminating the provisions that would 
allow conditional zoning. 
 
House Amendment "B  "to Committee Amendment "A" (H-704) proposed allowing hunting, fishing or other 
forms of primitive recreation, use of motorized vehicles on roads and trails and snowmobiling as otherwise allowed 
by law without a permit on lots created using the exemptions from the definition of subdivision. 
 
Enacted law summary 
 
Public Law and Special Law 2001, chapter 431 makes revisions to the Maine Land Use Regulation Commission 
laws pertaining to subdivisions.  It specifies the eligible recipients of a gift lot, places a requirement that a lot must 
be held for 5 years immediately prior to the creation of any gift lot, and requires that a recipient of a gift lot hold 
that lot for at least 5 years for it to remain exempt from subdivision review.  It restricts the 40-acre exemption from 
subdivision review to lots used for forestry, agriculture or conservation and with no portion of the lot within defined 
shore land zones.  It provides a new exemption for lots transferred to government entities or nonprofit conservation 
organizations for conservation of natural resources or for public recreation or other public purposes.  It retains the 
requirement for filing of a land division plan and where applicable requires the plan to state that the exempt lots 
may be used only for forest management, agricultural management or conservation of natural resources. 
 
It exempts from the subdivision permit requirement lots in unauthorized subdivisions if the lots have been in 
existence for at least 20 years and the Commission has failed to file notice at the Registry of Deeds that the lots 
constitute an illegal subdivision.  This Act does not require a person to obtain a permit for a land division that 
occurred prior to the effective date of this Act if the division did not require a permit prior to this Act. 
 
 
LD 1203 An Act to Amend Certain Laws Pertaining to the Maine Land Use 

Regulation Commission  
PUBLIC 402

 
 

Sponsor(s)    Committee Report Amendments Adopted 
KNEELAND OTP-AM        S-181    

CLARK  S-301   MARTIN 
 
LD 1203 proposed amending the definition of campsite under the Maine Land Use Regulation Commission laws. It 
proposed exempting  road salt or sand-salt areas used solely for forestry purposes and under the jurisdiction of the 
Maine Land Use Regulation Commission from the waste disposal permitting requirements of the Maine Department 
of Environmental Protection. It proposed requiring the Maine Land Use Regulation Commission to develop 
guidelines for the use of winter haul roads and report to the Second Regular Session of the 120th Legislature on the 
guidelines. 
 
Committee Amendment "A" (S-181) proposed replacing the original bill. It proposed an alternative definition of 
campsite to remove restrictions in the definition on the number of people at a campsite, the length of occupancy and 
the size of trailers. It proposed clarifying that a permit is not required for a campsite in a management district. 
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It proposed including the construction of buildings to store equipment and materials used for maintaining roads 
used for agricultural and commercial forest products purposes in the list of activities allowed without restriction in 
a management district and clarifying that a permit is not required for these activities. 
 
Senate Amendment "A" to Committee Amendment "A" (S-301) proposed allowing the Maine Land Use 
Regulation Commission to require a campsite permit if the commission determines that the landowner's recreational 
policy is inconsistent with the commission's land use plan. 
 
Enacted law summary 
 
Public Law 2001, chapter 402 amends the definition of campsite under the Maine Land use Regulation Commission 
laws. It allows campsite numbers, occupancy rates and occupancy periods that are consistent with a landowner's 
recreational policy.  The Maine Land Use Regulation Commission may require a campsite permit if the commission 
determines that the landowner's recreational policy is inconsistent with the commission's land use plan. Chapter 402 
specifically includes the construction of buildings to store equipment and materials used for maintaining roads used 
for agricultural and commercial forest products purposes in the list of activities allowed without restriction in a 
management district and clarifies that the Maine Land Use Regulation Commission may not require a permit for 
these activities. 
 
 
LD 1266 An Act to Protect Against Contamination of Crops and Wild Plant 

Populations by Genetically Engineered Plants  
PUBLIC 330

 
 

Sponsor(s)    Committee Report Amendments Adopted 
MCKEE OTP-AM        H-449    

NUTTING J   
 
LD 1266 proposed requiring a manufacturer of genetically engineered plants, planting stock or seeds to provide 
growers with instructions on how to plant, cultivate and harvest the genetically engineered material to avoid 
contamination of plants of nongenetically engineered origin.  It also proposed requiring the manufacturer to enter 
into written contracts with growers and file the contracts with the Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural 
Resources.  It proposed enacting provisions for manufacturer liability when contamination of nongenetically 
engineered plants by genetically engineered plants occurred. 
 
Committee Amendment "A" (H-449) proposed replacing the bill.  It proposed a definition for "seed dealer”. It 
proposed requiring a manufacturer of genetically engineered plants, planting stock or seeds to provide growers with 
instructions on how to plant, cultivate and harvest the product to avoid contaminating plants of nongenetically 
engineered origin but did not propose requiring a written contract between a manufacturer and grower. It proposed 
requiring the manufacturer or seed dealer to keep records including the names and addresses of persons growing its 
genetically engineered products in Maine for at least 2 years after the date of sale. 
 
Enacted law summary 
 
Public Law 2001, chapter 330 requires a manufacturer of genetically engineered plants, planting stock or seeds to 
provide growers with instructions on how to plant, cultivate and harvest the product to avoid contaminating plants 
of nongenetically engineered origin.  It requires the manufacturer or seed dealer to keep  




