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120th Legislature
First Regular Session

Summary Of Legislation Before The Joint Standing Committees
August 2001

Enclosed please find a summary of all bills, resolves, joint study orders, joint resolutions and Constitutional
resolutions that were considered by the joint standing select committees of the Maine Legislature this past
session. The document is a compilation of bill summaries which describe each bill and relevant
amendments, as well as the final action taken. Also included are statistical summaries of bill activity this
session for the Legislature and each of its joint standing committees.

The document is organized for convenient reference to information on bills considered by the
committees. It is organized by committees and within committees by bill (LD) number. The committee
report(s), prime sponsor for each bill and the lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed below each bill
title. All adopted amendments are listed by paper number. Two indices, a subject index and a numerical
index by LD number are provided for easy reference to bills. They are located at the back of the
document. A separate publication, History and Final Disposition of Legislative Documents, may also be
helpful in providing information on the disposition of bills. These bill summaries also are available at the
Law and Legislative Reference Library and on the Internet (www.state.me.us/legis/opla).

Final action on each bill is noted to the right of the bill title. The abbreviations used for various
categories of final action are as follows: :

CARRIED OVER......oovvvviniviiriisisiinnssecentcstsssisstsssestsssssesssassassssennstanssees Bill Carried Over to Second Regular Session
CON RES XXX .ovtviinirreniirininiiiiesreesssonsesnssesssnsssens Chapter # of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE. ‘ Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died
DIED BETWEEN BODIES .......conviininiminniaiisinrisiiniiisisisssosissosssesssssssssssossaens House & Senate disagree; bill died
DIED IN CONCURRENCE .............. One body accepts ONTP report; the other indefinitely postpones the bill
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT .......cvvumiviminrinimininriionisisissisessssssisssenss Action incomplete when session ended; bill died
EMERGENCY ...ouocovtereniiriniiininsisrsssissessossossssssecsississsessesessasssssessessesassones Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE........vieeevinniecniennnnn, Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote
FAILED ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ......oouucvnnivniireesieisininsinnssserissesssnssnsesssssessssses Bill failed to get majority vote
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT ......coconersiriencenrenrvenrecsssensissssinnsens Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 2/3 vote
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY.......coccovvvevrerrrencniriassianrenns Ruled out of order by the presiding officers; bill died
INDEF PP.....oucviviviriiinsiiinasisnsisissssiiesi s ssssssssssssssssssasssssssssesessesesssansssssesssesssssssessseserasiaes Bill Indefinitely Postponed
ONTRP ..ottt s s bbb bbb s sab b r s bbb a s b e be s sasabas e sae s Ought Not To Pass report accepted

OTP ND ......ccvvviiriinnnns Committee report Ought To Pass In New Draft
OTP ND/NT .....voviirean. Committee report Ought To Pass In New Drafi/New Title
P&ES XXX oottt sssssnesssnsssorossassssssosssossasensosssssssesses Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law
PUBLIC XXX ....cvvvernes eeteeetetet i aeee e be et et et e et s e s b s ra s e b er b e ke oateseaee bt robesranrsronton Chapter # of enacted Public Law
RESOLVE XXX ............. Chapter # of finally passed Resolve
UNSIGNED......cuvirimiriiieiniiiiniinisinisisssisssisssssstssisiss st sssessossssssssassseassessssssastossassssssassassesasssasses Bill held by Governor
VETO SUSTAINED........onevririiinriesinsii i siisssssstsasiesassssessons Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto

Please note the effective date for all non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular
Session (unless otherwise specified in a particular law) is September 21, 2001.

David E. Boulter, Director
Offices Located in the State House, Rooms 101/107/135



Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy

LD 840 An Act to Streamline Installation of Private Electrical Lines ONTP
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
TRACY ONTP MAJ
OTP MIN

LD 840 proposed to provide that when a private line extension from atransmission and distribution utility'slineis
built in accordance with national, state and local codes as well as any transmission and distribution utility
requirements contained in its filed tariffs, the transmission and distribution utility could not establish or require
satisfaction of further conditions as a precondition to connecting the person's private line extension to the utility's
system.

LD 869 An Act to Establish the Lineworker Safety Act ONTP
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
GOOLEY ONTP
DAVISP

LD 869 proposed to enact the Lineworker Safety Act. This bill proposed to require that under certain
circumstances a minimum of 2 qualified lineworkers be present and working. The bill also proposed to prohibit a
public utility or private contractor from allowing alineworker to work more than 17 consecutive hours without a 7-
hour rest period. Finaly, the bill proposed to impose monetary penalties on utilities or contractors that violate this
Act.

LD 884 An Act to Revise the Charter of the Ogunquit Sewer District P&S19
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
LEMONT OTP-AM S77

LD 884 proposed to amend the charter of the Ogunquit Sewer District. The bill proposed to change the lien
procedures of the district to enhance notification to those affected by liens for unpaid assessments, supplemental
assessments or rates and to alow the district to avoid forfeiture of its liensin the event that properties subject to its
liens become the subject of bankruptcy proceedings.

Committee Amendment ""A** (S-77) proposed to make technical correctionsto the bill, remove certain language
that is redundant given provisions that already apply to the district by operation of general law, clarify that the
district hold its own election to fill trustee positionsif the Town of Ogunquit does not hold an annual election,
clarify the terms of office of the trustees, provide that district officers are elected at the annual district meeting and
increase the district's debt limit from $30,000 to $100,000.
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Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy

Enacted law summary

Private and Specia Law 2001, chapter 19 amends the charter of the Ogunquit Sewer District. The law aso
changes the lien procedures governing liens for unpaid assessments, supplemental assessments or rates to provide
for 2 notices to the landowners prior to foreclosure on liens.

The law aso provides that the district must hold its own election to fill trustee positions if the Town of Ogunquit
does not hold an annual election, clarifies the terms of office of the trustees, provides that district officers are
elected at the annual district meeting and increases the district's debt limit from $30,000 to $100,000.

LD 892 An Act to Alleviate Heating Prices ONTP
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MICHAEL ONTP

LD 892 was a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208.

Thisbill proposed to direct the Executive Department, State Planning Office to inventory wood used for heating
and provide information on installing, purchasing and using wood stoves.

LD 904 An Act to Amend the Charter of the Corinna Water District P&S13
EMERGENCY
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
TOBIN J OTP-AM H-99
DAVISP

LD 904 proposed to create the Corinna Standard Water District.

Committee Amendment ""A"" (H-99) proposed to replace the bill. This amendment proposed to modernize the
charter of the Corinna Water District using the Standard Water District Enabling Act. The amendment proposed to
preserve certain provisions of the existing charter:

1. Theauthority of the district to take water from any source in the Town of Corinng;

2. Thedistrict's authorization to incur debt up to $1,000,000, though the district is also granted the authority of a
standard water district to increase this debt limit through the use of a referendum process; and

3. Exemption from review by the Public Utilities Commission of the district's management and alocation of funds
received from the Department of Environmental Protection, except on request by the department.
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