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'Maine State Legislature
OFFICE OF POLICY AND LEGAL ANALYSIS

13 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04333-0013
Telephone: (207) 287-1670
Fax: (207) 287-1275

ONE HUNDRED NINETEENTH LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

Summary Of Legislation Before The Joint Standing and Select Committees
August 1999

We are pleased to provide this summary of all bills that were considered by the Joint Standing
and Select Committees of the Maine Legislature this past session. The document is a compilation of
bill summaries which describe each bill and relevant amendments, as well as the final action taken.
Also included are statistical summaries of bill activity this session for the Legislature and each of its

joint standing and select committees.

The document is organized for convenient reference to information on bills considered by the
committees. It is organized by committees and within committees by bill (LD) number. The
committee report(s), prime sponsor for each bill and the lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed
below each bill title. All adopted amendments are listed by paper number. Two indices, a subject
index and a numerical index by LD number are provided for easy reference to bills. They are located
at the back of the document. A separate publication, History and Final Disposition of Legislative
Documents, may also be helpful in providing information on the disposition of bills. These bill
summaries also are available at the Law and Legislative Reference Library and on the Internet

(www.state.me.us/legis/opla).

Final action on each bill is noted to the right of the bill title. The abbreviations used for various
categories of final action are as follows: :

CARRIED OVER......civiviiinieiiiiiiiniteninissmiiiosisesionisssssmessereosisssns Bill carried over to Second Regular Session

CON RES XXX .ooovviviiicininsinninioiissssissnsioissssonin Chapter # of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses

CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE..........iiniiinisiniin _....Commtttee of Conference unable to agree; bill died j
DIED BETWEEN BODIES ........oucviiiiiniiansisiisnssnsisisssssisssnsissensisssssassisssssssasess House & Senate disagree; bill died ‘
DIED IN CONCURRENCE..........covcrrrrenirones One body accepts ONTP report; the other indefinitely postpones the bill !
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT .....uocoovvivrivecrresnnerienisieisseensssssssssssssssonsns Action incomplete when session ended; bill died !
EMERGENCY ...covirivinirneniosisninnsionisnnssssinsisessiessssonsissasssesssssoreseseos Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days |
ENACTMENT FAILED.........cocviiiniiiiminininiiinnn Bill failed to get vote required for enactment or final pasage |
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY ........cccovvunininnsiivcssnnins Ruled out of order by the presiding officers; bill died

INDEF PP....oooviiinioierininiiiisinsssss s sttt ssssasssisssbsasasss ssesssssssesssasasasasanss soss Bill Indefinitely Postponed

ONTP .ottt ettt eh s sas bbb bbb b h e bes st s e b s bt s b e nsssebesnarens Ought Not To Pass report accepted

OTP ND ...ttt st s nss Committee report Ought To Pass In New Draft

OTP ND/NT ...ovovvomreriinsririsssssnssisssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnns Committee report Ought ToPass In New Draft/New Title

P&ES XXXt ssnosssss s Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law

PUBLIC XXX ..covviveninrireririnnecssiniineisineesiiiosssnsssssssssssassessosssisssssssssossassasssiesssssssssssn Chapter # of enacted Public Law

RESOLVE XXX ..ot s sssessassbsssssns s snssssssassassonenesssane Chapter # of finally passed Resolve
UNSIGNED.........ooommireninreieriineisssnisesiessnssesstossssssstsessssesssssiissastsssessessasssisesssasusssssatssansssssssssssensssssssons Bill held by Governor

VETO SUSTAINED. ......o.coovvirviiriminneiirininissisesssssssinissstsssnesssseeseses Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto

Please note the effective date for all non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular
Session (unless otherwise specified in a particular law) is September 18, 1999.

David E. Boulter, Director
Offices Located in the State House, Rooms 101/107/135



oNsor(s Committee Report Amendments Adopted
SCHNEIDER ONTP
DAVISP

LD 1145 proposed to increase the penalty for possession of crack cocaine in conformity with the penalties for similarly
dangerous drugs. This bill was the recommendation of the Office of the Attorney General.

LD 1153 An Act to Require Counties to be Reimbursed 100% for all Prisoners ONTP
Incarcerated in Jail From Other Jurisdictions From Arrival Until
Departure

oNsor(s Committee Report Amendments Adopted
GOODWIN ONTP

LD 1153 proposed to require the Department of Correctionsto reimbursein full a county for the costs that county incurs
boarding a prisoner from another jurisdiction in itsjail.

LD 1202 An Act to Ensure Just Sentences CARRIED OVER
oNsor(s Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MILLS

LD 1202 proposes to amend the mandatory minimum sentence for the crime of murder to accommodate the substantial
reduction in earned good time and meritorious good time effective October 1, 1995. The 1995 amendment required that
the parties and the sentencing courts adjust their sentencing recommendations and practices to accommodate the
increase in the actual period of incarceration resulting from the significant decrease in good time. In the case of 25-year
minimum sentences, such an adjustment is not possible. This bill proposes to partially address this inequity by reducing
the minimum mandatory sentence to 20 years.

LD 1202 proposesto provide a "safety valve" for sentencing courts in cases where a mandatory minimum sentence
would result in substantial injustice and afrustration of the general purposes of sentencing as outlined in the Maine
Criminal Code. The bill proposes to allow the court to take into consideration documented evidence of severe hardship
to the offender as well as the wishes of the victim.

Finally, LD 1202 proposes to remove mandatory minimum sentences for the crime of aggravated trafficking or
furnishing scheduled drugs.

This bill has been carried over to the Second Regular Session.

LD 1220 An Act to Provide for Resident State Police Officers for Municipalities PUBLIC 119
Without a Police Force

oNsor(s Committee Report Amendments Adopted
CLARK OTP-AM H-153

LD 1220 proposed to allow a municipality without an organized police department to contract with the Bureau of the
State Police to have a state police officer specifically assigned to provide police services to the municipality. As
proposed, the municipality must pay the expense of providing the assigned state police officer.
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Committee Amendment A" (H-153) proposed that no more than three adjoining municipalities together may contract
to have a state police officer assigned to provide police services. The amendment also proposed to add a fiscal note to
the bill.

Enacted law summary
Public Law 1999, chapter 119 allows one and up to three adjoining municipalities without organized police departments

together to contract with the Bureau of State Police to have a state police officer assigned to provide police services to
the municipalities. Contracting municipalities must pay for the services.

LD 1221 An Act Requiring a Mandatory Jail Sentence for a Person Convicted ONTP
Twice of Sexual Abuse Against a Minor

oNsor(s Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MCNEIL ONTP
AMERO

LD 1221 proposed to require a court to impose an underlying jail sentence and order counseling for a person convicted
of sexual abuse of aminor if that person has one or more prior convictions of sexual abuse of a minor.

LD 1245 An Act to Modify the Laws on Negotiating a Worthless Instrument DIED BETWEEN
BODIES
oNsor(s Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BOWLES ONTP MAJ
MACKINNON oTP MIN

LD 1245 proposed to amend the crime of negotiating a worthless instrument. Specifically, the bill proposed to:

1. Change the notice of dishonor provision from requiring the issuer of the check to actually receive the notice to
requiring the return of the instrument to a bank for collection to be considered sufficient notice;

2. Decrease the minimum amount of the face value of the worthless negotiable instrument at which it becomes a Class
D crime from over $1,000 to over $500;

3. Decrease the maximum amount of the face value of the worthless negotiable instrument at which it becomes a Class
E crime from $1,000 to $500; and

4. Increase the penalty for a person who is convicted of more than one violation of passing a worthless negotiable
instrument with a face value of $500 or less.

House Amendment ""A™ (H-638) proposed to change the requirement for the return of a worthless instrument to a bank
for collection from within 5 days to within 10 days. The amendment also proposed to remove the provisions that
decrease the minimum amount of the face value of the worthless negotiable instruments for Class D and E crimes and
remove the increase in penalty for a person who is convicted of more than one violation of passing aworthless
negotiable instrument with a face value of $500 or less. This amendment was not adopted.
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