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Fax: (207) 287-1275

ONE HUNDRED NINETEENTH LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

Summary Of Legislation Before The Joint Standing and Select Committees
August 1999

We are pleased to provide this summary of all bills that were considered by the Joint Standing
and Select Committees of the Maine Legislature this past session. The document is a compilation of
bill summaries which describe each bill and relevant amendments, as well as the final action taken.
Also included are statistical summaries of bill activity this session for the Legislature and each of its

joint standing and select committees.

The document is organized for convenient reference to information on bills considered by the
committees. It is organized by committees and within committees by bill (LD) number. The
committee report(s), prime sponsor for each bill and the lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed
below each bill title. All adopted amendments are listed by paper number. Two indices, a subject
index and a numerical index by LD number are provided for easy reference to bills. They are located
at the back of the document. A separate publication, History and Final Disposition of Legislative
Documents, may also be helpful in providing information on the disposition of bills. These bill
summaries also are available at the Law and Legislative Reference Library and on the Internet

(www.state.me.us/legis/opla).

Final action on each bill is noted to the right of the bill title. The abbreviations used for various
categories of final action are as follows: :

CARRIED OVER......civiviiinieiiiiiiiniteninissmiiiosisesionisssssmessereosisssns Bill carried over to Second Regular Session

CON RES XXX .ooovviviiicininsinninioiissssissnsioissssonin Chapter # of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses

CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE..........iiniiinisiniin _....Commtttee of Conference unable to agree; bill died j
DIED BETWEEN BODIES ........oucviiiiiniiansisiisnssnsisisssssisssnsissensisssssassisssssssasess House & Senate disagree; bill died ‘
DIED IN CONCURRENCE..........covcrrrrenirones One body accepts ONTP report; the other indefinitely postpones the bill !
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT .....uocoovvivrivecrresnnerienisieisseensssssssssssssssonsns Action incomplete when session ended; bill died !
EMERGENCY ...covirivinirneniosisninnsionisnnssssinsisessiessssonsissasssesssssoreseseos Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days |
ENACTMENT FAILED.........cocviiiniiiiminininiiinnn Bill failed to get vote required for enactment or final pasage |
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY ........cccovvunininnsiivcssnnins Ruled out of order by the presiding officers; bill died

INDEF PP....oooviiinioierininiiiisinsssss s sttt ssssasssisssbsasasss ssesssssssesssasasasasanss soss Bill Indefinitely Postponed

ONTP .ottt ettt eh s sas bbb bbb b h e bes st s e b s bt s b e nsssebesnarens Ought Not To Pass report accepted

OTP ND ...ttt st s nss Committee report Ought To Pass In New Draft

OTP ND/NT ...ovovvomreriinsririsssssnssisssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnns Committee report Ought ToPass In New Draft/New Title

P&ES XXXt ssnosssss s Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law

PUBLIC XXX ..covviveninrireririnnecssiniineisineesiiiosssnsssssssssssassessosssisssssssssossassasssiesssssssssssn Chapter # of enacted Public Law

RESOLVE XXX ..ot s sssessassbsssssns s snssssssassassonenesssane Chapter # of finally passed Resolve
UNSIGNED.........ooommireninreieriineisssnisesiessnssesstossssssstsessssesssssiissastsssessessasssisesssasusssssatssansssssssssssensssssssons Bill held by Governor

VETO SUSTAINED. ......o.coovvirviiriminneiirininissisesssssssinissstsssnesssseeseses Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto

Please note the effective date for all non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular
Session (unless otherwise specified in a particular law) is September 18, 1999.

David E. Boulter, Director
Offices Located in the State House, Rooms 101/107/135



Enacted law summary

Private and Special 1999, chapter 56 makes a General Fund appropriation of $100,000 in FY 2000-01 to establish a
grant program in the Department of Education to support up to 20 public school alliances. The department is
authorized to adopt rules to implement the grant program which rules must provide a preference in awarding grants to
school alliances that secure matching local resources.

LD 700 An Act to Amend Voting Procedures for School Unions ONTP
oNsor(s Committee Report Amendments Adopted
PERKINS ONTP

LD 700 proposed to change the voting procedure for school union committees from one based on the relative
populations of the school units comprising the union to one based on the relative student enrollment within the school
units comprising the union.

LD 708 An Act to Provide Educational Opportunities for Persons Who Resided PUBLIC 216
in Foster Care as Children

oNsor(s Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BRENNAN OTP-AM H-231

LD 708 proposed to provide atuition waiver at state postsecondary educational institutions for persons 17 or 18 years of
age who have resided in foster care for at least one full year.

Committee Amendment ""A™" (H-231) proposed to clarify the eligibility criteria and limitation provisions of tuition
waivers established in the original bill. This amendment proposed to accomplish the following.

1. It would eliminate the age criterion as a basis for eligibility and clarify that any person who was in the custody
of the Department of Human Services and resided in foster care at the time that person graduated from high
school or successfully completed a general educational development examination or its equivalent is eligible for
atuition waiver.

2. It would permit atuition waiver to be available to a student enrolled in a certificate program of at least one
year, aswell as for a student enrolled in an undergraduate degree program.

3. It would define "unmet need" and would limit the amount of the tuition waiver available to an eligible person to
the difference between the total cost of attendance at the postsecondary educational institution and the total of
all sources of financial assistance, including federal funds provided through the Department of Human
Services.

4. It would limit the scope of the tuition waiver program by limiting it to 25 eligible persons per year.
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Enacted law summary

Public Law 1999, chapter 216 provides atuition waiver at state postsecondary educational institutions for persons 17 or
18 years of age who have resided in foster care for at least one full year. The law establishes that any person who wasin
the custody of the Department of Human Services and resided in foster care at the time that the person graduated from
high school or successfully completed a general educational development examination or its equivalent is eligible for a
tuition waiver. The law permits atuition waiver to be available to a student enrolled in a certificate program of at least
one year, as well as for a student enrolled in an undergraduate degree program. The law further defines "unmet need"
and limits the amount of the tuition waiver available to an eligible person to the difference between the total cost of
attendance at the postsecondary educational institution and the total of all sources of financial assistance, including
federal funds provided through the Department of Human Services. Finally, the law delimits the scope of the tuition
waiver program by limiting it to 25 eligible persons per year.

LD 716 An Act to Amend the Law Relating to School Construction and School PUBLIC 81
Facilities
oNsor(s Committee Report Amendments Adopted
RICHARD OTP-AM H-108
PENDLETON

LD 716 proposed to clarify provisions of Public Law 1997, chapter 787, related to the construction of school facilitiesin
the State. The bill proposed to accomplish the following.

1. Thehill would clarify the allocation of resources a school administrative unit will commit to a maintenance
and capital improvement program for al school facilities within the school administrative unit to allow
more flexibility in determining local allocation to maintenance and capital improvement plans and
programs.

2. Thebill would clarify the intent of the original legislation under the Maine school facilities finance lease-
purchase program that this program apply to lease-purchase only, not leases in general and allows lease-
purchase to remain in the calculation of the circuit breaker.

3. The bill would amend the definition of subsidizable debt service on school construction projects to exclude
debt service payments made from unused bond principal amounts and interest earned on investment of
these unused funds.

4. The bill would provide that permanent space lease-purchase school projects whose costs are wholly eligible
as debt service costs for purposes of calculating state subsidy must be approved by the legislative body of
the school administrative unit. 1f any portion of the costs of the permanent space |ease-purchase project is
not eligible for inclusion in debt service costs for the purpose of calculating state subsidy, the permanent
space lease-purchase project must be approved at areferendum. The bill would also permit school
construction projects to be considered at referenda conducted under the alternate voting procedures of the
Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, section 1305.

5. Thebill would also qualify certain projects for the School Revolving Renovation Fund that were
undertaken during the summer of 1998 in anticipation of borrowing from that fund.

This bill was submitted on behalf of the Department of Education.
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