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This document is a compilation of the bill summaries prepared by this office for the Joint
Standing Committees of the Maine Legislature. The volume is organized alphabetically by
committee; within each committee, the summaries are arranged by LD number. A subject index
is provided at the beginning of each committee’s summaries. The publication, History and Final
Disposition of Legislative Documents, is helpful in determining to which committee any

particular bill was referred.

In this document, the committee report or reports, the prime sponsor for each bill and the
lead co-sponsor in each house if one has been designated are listed below each bill title. All
adopted amendments are listed, by paper number, together with the sponsor for floor
amendments. Final action on each bill is listed to the right of the title. Various categories of
final action are abbreviated as follows:

CARRIED OVER Bill carried over to Second Session
CON RES XXX Chapter # of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses
CONF CMTE UNABLETO AGREE Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died
DIED BETWEEN BODIES House & Senate disagree; bill died -
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT Action incomplete when session ended, bill died
EMERGENCY Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote
FAILED ENACTMENT Bill failed to get majority vote
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 2/3 vote
INDEF PP Bill Indefinitely Postponed
ONTP Qught Not to Pass report accepted
P&S XXX Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law
PUBLIC XXX Chapter # of enacted Public Law
RESOLVE XXX Chapter # of enacted Resolve
UNSIGNED Not signed by Governor within 10 days
VETO SUSTAINED Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto

These summaries were prepared by the analyst or analysts assigned to the committee. If
more detailed information is needed on a bill, contact the committee analyst.
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (H-472) redrafts section 3 of the bill for purposes of clarity and adds a fiscal
note to the bill.

LD 1420 An Act to Permit Consumer-owned Ultilities to Seek Rate PUBLIC 255
Reductions
SPONSOR(S) COMMITTEE REPORT AMENDMENTS ADOPTED
CARPENTER 0TP-AM 5-182

SUMMARY

This bill clarifies that a consumer-owned electric utility may use the same process it uses to increase
rates to decrease them. The bill also permits a consumer-owned water utility to use the same process to
decrease rates as it uses to increase them.

This bi1l allows consumer-owned water utilities and consumer-owned electric utilities to reduce rates
through certain procedures without going through formal rate cases at the Public Utilities Commission.
These utilities can currently increase rates using these procedures. The bill proposed to permit a
consumer-owned electric utility to use these procedures to decrease rates no more frequently than once in
a year.

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (S-182) leaves in place current law, which prohibits using these procedures to
achieve more than one general increase in rates per year. Under the amendment, a consumer-owned electric
utility can reduce rates as often as it chooses using these procedures.

LD 1447  An Act to Create the Hebron Village Water District P&S 39
SPONSOR(S) COMMITTEE REPORT AMENDMENTS ADOPTED
HANLEY OTP-AM $-267 -

SUMMARY

This bi1l creates the Hebron Village Water District.

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (S-267) makes technical corrections to the bill, removes the emergency preamble
and the mandate preamble and strikes a section of the bill that would have voided the bill had certain
events not occurred. This amendment clarifies that while the bill is subject to approval in a local
referendum im the district and does not take effect unless approved in a referendum, the bill does not
require that a referendum be held.

This amendment adds a provision requiring a district vote whenever the trustees of the Hebron Village
Water District propose to incur indebtedness in excess of $300,000. Except for debt incurred pursuant to
state or federal mandates, the district will also be bound by the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A,
section 6304, which requires a district vote on debt of $150,000 or more, adjusted relative to 1981,
whenever a petition is filed by voters of the district.

This amendment also adds a fiscal note to the bill.
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