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AUGUST 1995 

This document is a compilation of the bill summaries prepared by this office for the Joint 
Standing Committees of the Maine Legislature. The volume is organized alphabetically by 
committee; within each committee, the summaries are arranged by LD number. A subject index 
is provided at the beginning of each committee's summaries. The publication, History and Final 
Disposition of Legislative Documents, is helpful in determining to which committee any 
particular bill was referred. 

In this document, the committee report or reports, the prime sponsor for each bill and the 
lead co-sponsor in each house if one has been designated are listed below each bill title. All 
adopted amendments are listed, by paper number, together with the sponsor for floor 
amendments. Final action on each bill is listed to the right of the title. Various categories of 
final action are abbreviated as follows: 

CARRIED OVER 
CONRESXXX 
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE 
DIED BETWEEN BODIES 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT 
EMERGENCY 
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT 
FAILED ENACTMENT 
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT 
INDEF PP 
ONTP 
P&SXXX 
PUBUCXXX 
RESOLVEXXX 
UNSIGNED 
VETO SUSTAINED 

Bill carried over to Second Session 
Chapter# of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses 

Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died 
House & Senate disagree; bill died 

Action incomplete when session ended; bill died 
Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days 

Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote 
Bill failed to get majority vote 

Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 213 vote 
Bill Indefinitely Postponed 

Ought Not to Pass report accepted 
Chapter# of enacted Private & Special Law 

Chapter# of enacted Public Law 
Chapter# of enacted Resolve 

Not signed by Governor within JO days 
Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto 

These summaries were prepared by the analyst or analysts assigned to the committee. If 
more detailed information is needed on a bill, contact the committee analyst. 
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SUMMARY 
This bill increases the mileage reimbursement rate for state employees, officers and officials not 
subject to an agreement between the State and a bargaining agent to 28¢ per mile effective January l, 
1996. This bill also establishes a process for a biennial review of the mileage reimbursement rate to 
ensure it reflects the cost to operate an automobile. Finally, the bill allows a community agency to set 
a higher reimbursement rate if the money comes from a nonstate source and the reimbursement rate does not 
exceed limits set by the nonstate funding source. 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" {H-291) replaces the original bill. The amendment references community action 
agencies in a list of groups that are defined as exceptions to the term "agency." The amendment has the 
effect of allowing the community action agencies to have the flexibility to request a higher mileage 
reimbursement rate. The amendment also adds the necessary fiscal note. 

LD1384 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Increase the Efficiency of Cumberland County 
Government Operations 

SPONSOR(S) 
BRENNAN 

COMMI'ITEE .REPORT 
ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 

INDEF PP 

This bill restructures Cumberland County government, establishing in place of the current structure a 
county manager form of government and a 5-member board of county commissioners. The county is 
reapportioned into 5 county commissioner districts. New commissioners to be chosen at a special election 
in November 1995 take office January l, 1996. The bill establishes the position of Cumberland County 
Manager. The county manager is hired by the county commissioners and works under the direction of the 
county commissioners in executing the policy directives of the commissioners and managing the day-to-day 
operations of county government. The county manager is responsible for the tasks commonly performed by 
the county clerk, county treasurer and register of deeds. With input from the commissioners, the manager 
annually prepares the proposed county budget for approval of the commissioners. The positions of 
Cumberland County Treasurer and Cumberland County Register of Deeds are eliminated following expiration 
of their current terms of office. The Cumberland County Budget Advisory Committee continues in existence 
with expanded membership to reflect the increase in the number of county commissioner districts. (LO 418 
is a related bill.) 

LU 1395 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Provide for Sunset Review by the Legislative 
Joint Standing Committee of Jurisdiction 

SPONSOR(S) 
JOY 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
ONTP 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 

ONTP 

This bill amends the State Government Evaluation and Justification Act. It retains the current standards 
and schedule for sunset review of agencies but requires the legislative committees of jurisdiction to 
perform the review rather than the recently abolished Audit and Program Review Committee. The bill also 
calls for automatic termination of agencies subject to review within one year unless continued by 
legislation approved by a 2/3 vote of both houses. A grace period of up to one year is established for 
agencies to wrap up their activities before termination. (See related bill, LD 1348) 
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