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Maine State Legislature 

OFFICE OF POLICY AND LEGAL ANALYSIS 
State House Station 13, Augusta. Maine 04333 

Telephone (207) 287-1670 
Telecopier (207) 287-1275 

ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE 
FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION BEFORE 
THE JOINT STANDING COMMITTEES 

AUGUST 1995 

This document is a compilation of the bill summaries prepared by this office for the Joint 
Standing Committees of the Maine Legislature. The volume is organized alphabetically by 
committee; within each committee, the summaries are arranged by LD number. A subject index 
is provided at the beginning of each committee's summaries. The publication, History and Final 
Disposition of Legislative Documents, is helpful in determining to which committee any 
particular bill was referred. 

In this document, the committee report or reports, the prime sponsor for each bill and the 
lead co-sponsor in each house if one has been designated are listed below each bill title. All 
adopted amendments are listed, by paper number, together with the sponsor for floor 
amendments. Final action on each bill is listed to the right of the title. Various categories of 
final action are abbreviated as follows: 

CARRIED OVER 
CONRESXXX 
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE 
DIED BETWEEN BODIES 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT 
EMERGENCY 
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT 
FAILED ENACTMENT 
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT 
INDEF PP 
ONTP 
P&SXXX 
PUBUCXXX 
RESOLVEXXX 
UNSIGNED 
VETO SUSTAINED 

Bill carried over to Second Session 
Chapter# of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses 

Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died 
House & Senate disagree; bill died 

Action incomplete when session ended; bill died 
Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days 

Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote 
Bill failed to get majority vote 

Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 213 vote 
Bill Indefinitely Postponed 

Ought Not to Pass report accepted 
Chapter# of enacted Private & Special Law 

Chapter# of enacted Public Law 
Chapter# of enacted Resolve 

Not signed by Governor within JO days 
Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto 

These summaries were prepared by the analyst or analysts assigned to the committee. If 
more detailed information is needed on a bill, contact the committee analyst. 

5581LHS 

David E. Boulter. Director 
Offices Located in the State House, Rooms 101/107/135 



LD822 

SUMMARY 

An Act Concerning the Lapse of Auto Insurance 

SN>NSOR(S) 
MORRISON 
AHEARNE 

COMMITTEE RE.PORT 
ONTP 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 

ONTP 

This bill amends the motor vehicle laws regarding auto insurance to require that, in addition to the 
existing requirement of a 10-day notice before cancellation of a policy, insurance companies provide the 
Secretary of State with a 10-day notice before termination of a policy occurs by expiration. In either 
case the Secretary of State must demand proof of financial responsibility under the Maine Revised 
Statutes, Title 29-A, section 1602, including notice of the penalties for failure to provide proof. 
Under the terms of section 1602, subsection 2, failure to comply with the demand within 30 days will 
result in the suspension of the person's license, suspension of the registration of the vehicle for which 
proof of insurance was not provided and the loss of the right to apply for a license or registration. 

LD838 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Extend the Final Determination of a Fresh Start 
Policy Year Status 

SN>NSOR(S) 
KIEFFER 

COMMITl'EE RE.PORT 
OTP-AM 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 

INDEF PP 

This bill extends from 7 years to 9 years the deadline for making a final determination of whether a 
deficit or surplus exists in the workers' compensation residual market pool for policy years 1988 to 
1992. The bill also permits certain parties to petition to reopen the determination of whether a policy 
year from the former workers' compensation residual market pool has a surplus or deficit. This permits 
the Superintendent of Insurance to amend a determination so as not to improperly collect or assess a 
surcharge as a result of an earlier decision. 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (S-240) permits the Superintendent of Insurance to amend a determination so as 
not to improperly collect or assess a surcharge as a result of an earlier decision, while enabling the 
Superintendent to order appropriate additional surcharges if needed to retire a deficit. This ame.ndment 
also adds a fiscal note to the bill. Committee Amendment "A" was not adopted. 

Bill indefinitely postponed; see LO 1578. 

LD841 An Act to Amend the Approval Requirements for Medicare 
Supplement Insurance Policies 

CARRIED OVER 

SN>NSOR(S) 
CARPENTER 
LORD 

COMMl'ITEE RE.PORT AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 

SUMMARY 
Due to standardization of Medicare supplement policies and community rating reform legislation, annual 
review and approval of Medicare supplement rates is no longer necessary. As long as no rate increase is 
requested and the rates meet minimum loss ratio standards, this bill requires filing every year for 
informational purposes. 
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