MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE

The following document is provided by the
LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied

(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions)




STATE OF MAINE
117TH LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION

BILL SUMMARIES

JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE

ON
JUDICIARY

AUGUST 1995

Staff:
Margaret J. Reinsch, Legislative Analyst

Office of Policy and Legal Analysis
Room 101/107/135, 13 State House Station
Augusta, ME 04333
(207)287-1670

MEMBERS:

*Sen. S. Peter Mills
Sen. Joan M. Pendexter
Sen. Sean F. Faircloth

*Rep. Sharon Treat

Rep. William Lemke

Rep. Fred L. Richardson
Rep. Kyle W. Jones

Rep. Lloyd P. LaF ountain 111
Rep. Elizabeth Watson
Rep. Debra D. Plowman
Rep. Robert R. Hartnett
Rep. David R. Madore
Rep. Richard A. Nass
Rep. Frederick Moore 111

*Denotes Chair



Maine State Legislature

OFFICE OF POLICY AND LEGAL ANALYSIS

State House Station 13, Augusta, Maine 04333
Telephone (207) 287-1670
Telecopier (207) 287-1275

ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION BEFORE
THE JOINT STANDING COMMITTEES

AUGUST 1995

This document is a compilation of the bill summaries prepared by this office for the Joint
Standing Committees of the Maine Legislature. The volume is organized alphabetically by
committee; within each committee, the summaries are arranged by LD number. A subject index
is provided at the beginning of each committee’s summaries. The publication, History and Final
Disposition of Legislative Documents, is helpful in determining to which committee any

particular bill was referred.

In this document, the committee report or reports, the prime sponsor for each bill and the
lead co-sponsor in each house if one has been designated are listed below each bill title. All
adopted amendments are listed, by paper number, together with the sponsor for floor
amendments. Final action on each bill is listed to the right of the title. Various categories of
final action are abbreviated as follows:

CARRIED OVER Bill carried over to Second Session
CON RES XXX Chapter # of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses
CONF CMTE UNABLETO AGREE Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died
DIED BETWEEN BODIES House & Senate disagree; bill died -
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT Action incomplete when session ended, bill died
EMERGENCY Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote
FAILED ENACTMENT Bill failed to get majority vote
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 2/3 vote
INDEF PP Bill Indefinitely Postponed
ONTP Qught Not to Pass report accepted
P&S XXX Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law
PUBLIC XXX Chapter # of enacted Public Law
RESOLVE XXX Chapter # of enacted Resolve
UNSIGNED Not signed by Governor within 10 days
VETO SUSTAINED Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto

These summaries were prepared by the analyst or analysts assigned to the committee. If
more detailed information is needed on a bill, contact the committee analyst.
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because the patient is physically unable to do so; provided an opportunity for a pharmacist who
conscientiously objects to filling a prescription that will end a patient's life to refuse to fill the
prescription. The amendment also made technical corrections and added a fiscal note to the bill.

LD 762 An Act to Amend the Trust Fund Provisions of Cemeteries and PUBLIC 474
Crematories
SPONSOR(S) COMMITTEE REPORT AMENDMENTS ADOPTED
CAMPBELL OTP-AM H-248

SUMMARY

This bill requires cemetery corporations to place pre-need funds for cemetery or crematory services or
property in cemetery trust accounts and for the parties to enter into a trust agreement. This
requirement does not apply if title to and delivery of the specific property has passed to the buyer.
Any funds used to purchase tangible personal property that is held by the payee until the time of need
are not considered to be funds that must be placed in the trust account. A full refund of the principal
of the trusted funds and delivery of all specific property purchased must be made by the cemetery or
crematory upon written request of the payor or the payor's attorney-in-fact or personal representative.
A violation of the refund provisions constitutes the crime of theft. This bill also prohibits uninvited
telephone or door-to-door solicitations for crematory or cemetery services or property.

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (H-248) deletes the imprisonment penalty for violating the ban on solicitation by
cemeteries and crematories. It also adds a fiscal note to the bill.

LD 769 An Act to Conform Maine Law Related to Domestic Relations PUBLIC 469
with Federal Law
SEP()BHB()IKCS) COMMITTEE REPORT AMENDMENTS ADOPTED
BUNKER OTP-AM H-590

SUMMARY

The Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994 (VCCA) as enacted by the United States
Congress, requires states to give full faith and credit to certain domestic violence protection from
abuse orders issued by other states. This bill gives effect to the VCCA in a form that will make it
readily enforceable by the State's courts and law enforcement. This bill would have also amended state
law to prohibit the possession of firearms by persons who are the subject of certain protective orders
relating to domestic violence.

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “A" (H-590) replaces the bill. It amends the law covering the issuance of protective
orders when crimes are committed between family members. It expands the definition of "family or
household members" to include minor children of adult household members when the offender against whom
the order is sought is an adult household member. A similar amendment is made to the definition of
“family and household members" in the protection from domestic abuse laws. This amendment makes the
penalty provisions of the laws concerning crimes between family members and domestic abuse consistent
with each other and the federal Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994. The federal law
requires states to give full faith and credit to the protective orders of other states and federal
courts. This amendment covers other jurisdictions' protective orders and puts Maine in compliance with
that provision of the federal law.
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