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ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE 
FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION BEFORE 
THE JOINT STANDING COMMITTEES 

AUGUST 1995 

This document is a compilation of the bill summaries prepared by this office for the Joint 
Standing Committees of the Maine Legislature. The volume is organized alphabetically by 
committee; within each committee, the summaries are arranged by LD number. A subject index 
is provided at the beginning of each committee's summaries. The publication, History and Final 
Disposition of Legislative Documents, is helpful in determining to which committee any 
particular bill was referred. 

In this document, the committee report or reports, the prime sponsor for each bill and the 
lead co-sponsor in each house if one has been designated are listed below each bill title. All 
adopted amendments are listed, by paper number, together with the sponsor for floor 
amendments. Final action on each bill is listed to the right of the title. Various categories of 
final action are abbreviated as follows: 

CARRIED OVER 
CONRESXXX 
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE 
DIED BETWEEN BODIES 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT 
EMERGENCY 
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT 
FAILED ENACTMENT 
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT 
INDEF PP 
ONTP 
P&SXXX 
PUBUCXXX 
RESOLVEXXX 
UNSIGNED 
VETO SUSTAINED 

Bill carried over to Second Session 
Chapter# of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses 

Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died 
House & Senate disagree; bill died 

Action incomplete when session ended; bill died 
Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days 

Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote 
Bill failed to get majority vote 

Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 213 vote 
Bill Indefinitely Postponed 

Ought Not to Pass report accepted 
Chapter# of enacted Private & Special Law 

Chapter# of enacted Public Law 
Chapter# of enacted Resolve 

Not signed by Governor within JO days 
Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto 

These summaries were prepared by the analyst or analysts assigned to the committee. If 
more detailed information is needed on a bill, contact the committee analyst. 
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SUMMARY 
This bill abolishes the current Cumberland County Budget Advisory Committee and replaces it with the 
Cumberland County Budget Committee. The new budget committee, working in conjunction with the county 
commissioners, is responsible for developing the annual county budget. The bill establishes a 
collaborative process between the commissioners and the committee in reviewing department requests, 
sharing budgetary information and approving a final budget. The budget approved by the budget committee 
is final unless changed by the county commissioners by unanimous vote. The membership, qualifications, 
terms and procedures of the new budget committee are similar to those of the old budget advisory 
committee. The bill contains transition provisions to guide implementation. If Cumberland County 
establishes a county manager style of government, the Cumberland County Budget Committee is terminated. 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (H-530) replaces the bill. It establishes the position of Cumberland County 
manager and temporarily abolishes the current Cumberland County Budget Advisory Committee. Until a 
county manager is hired, not later than January 1, 1996, the Cumberland County Budget Committee approves 
the county budget, subject only to a unanimous override by the county commissioners. After the county 
manager is hired, the budget committee's recommended budget may be overridden by a majority vote of the 
county commissioners. The county manager is hired by the county commissioners and works under their 
direction in executing the policy directives of the county commissioners and managing the day-to-day 
operations of county government, including preparation of the proposed county budget. The amendment 
contains transition provisions to guide implementation. The amendment also adds a mandate preamble, an 
emergency preamble, an emergency clause and a fiscal note to the bill. 

HOUSE AMENDMENT "A" TO COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (H-586) clarifies the process for filing a vacancy on the 
Budget Advisory Committee. 

LD431 

SUMMARY 

RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of 
Maine to Reduce the Size of the Legislature Following 
Redistricting in the Year 2003 

SPONSOit(S) 
RUHLIN 

COMMITfEE llEPOllT 
ONTP 
OTP-AM 

MAJ 
MIN 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 

DIED BETWEEN 
BODIES 

This resolution proposes a constitutional amendment to reduce the size of the House of Representatives 
from 151 members to 99 members and the size of the Senate from no more than 35 members to 33 members. 
The redistricting will be done in 2003 and the reduction in size of the bodies takes effect in 2005. 

LD439 

SUMMAllY 

An Act Requiring That Disbursement Warrants Receive an 
Affirmative Vote by Municipal Officers 

SPONSOit(S) 
LEMONT 

COMMITTEE ItEPOitT 
OTP-AM 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 
H-82 

PUBLIC 83 

This bill requires a formal affirmative vote of the majority of the municipal officers before a municipal 
treasurer can disburse money. 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (H-82) adds a mandate preamble and a fi seal note to the bi 11. 
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