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ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE 
FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION BEFORE 
THE JOINT STANDING COMMITTEES 

AUGUST 1995 

This document is a compilation of the bill summaries prepared by this office for the Joint 
Standing Committees of the Maine Legislature. The volume is organized alphabetically by 
committee; within each committee, the summaries are arranged by LD number. A subject index 
is provided at the beginning of each committee's summaries. The publication, History and Final 
Disposition of Legislative Documents, is helpful in determining to which committee any 
particular bill was referred. 

In this document, the committee report or reports, the prime sponsor for each bill and the 
lead co-sponsor in each house if one has been designated are listed below each bill title. All 
adopted amendments are listed, by paper number, together with the sponsor for floor 
amendments. Final action on each bill is listed to the right of the title. Various categories of 
final action are abbreviated as follows: 

CARRIED OVER 
CONRESXXX 
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE 
DIED BETWEEN BODIES 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT 
EMERGENCY 
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT 
FAILED ENACTMENT 
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT 
INDEF PP 
ONTP 
P&SXXX 
PUBUCXXX 
RESOLVEXXX 
UNSIGNED 
VETO SUSTAINED 

Bill carried over to Second Session 
Chapter# of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses 

Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died 
House & Senate disagree; bill died 

Action incomplete when session ended; bill died 
Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days 

Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote 
Bill failed to get majority vote 

Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 213 vote 
Bill Indefinitely Postponed 

Ought Not to Pass report accepted 
Chapter# of enacted Private & Special Law 

Chapter# of enacted Public Law 
Chapter# of enacted Resolve 

Not signed by Governor within JO days 
Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto 

These summaries were prepared by the analyst or analysts assigned to the committee. If 
more detailed information is needed on a bill, contact the committee analyst. 
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David E. Boulter. Director 
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SUMMAR.¥ 
This bill limits the amount of the workers' compensation insurance Fresh Start surcharge for employers 
who were not in business in the year of any deficit to 2% of their premium or imputed premium in the year 
that the surcharge is ordered. 

LD198 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Amend the Law Regarding Mandatory Insurance 
Coverage for Mental Illness EMERGENCY 

SPONSOR(S) 
DORE 

COMMl'ITEE REPORT 
OTP-AM 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 
H-27 

PUBLIC 19 

Under current law, prov1s1ons authorizing insurance coverage for certain mental health treatments are 
scheduled to be repealed on July l, 1995. This bill eliminates those repeal dates. 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (H-27) extends the statutory prov1s1ons authorizing insurance coverage for 
certain mental health treatments until July l, 1996. Under current law, these provisions will be 
repealed July 1, 1995. 

LD2rT 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Increase Access to Affordable Health Insurance for 
Citizens of Maine 

SPONSOR(S) 
CARLETON 

COMMITf'EE REPORT 
ONTP 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 

ONTP 

This bill authorizes basic care medical plans to provide health insurance with high deductibles and 
levels of coinsurance. The plans may be purchased by persons who are unemployed, self-employed or 
employed and unable to purchase other insurance. The plans cover hospitalization, prenatal, postnatal 
and new baby care, surgery, emergency and outpatient care. The plans are exempt from all state mandates 
of health care services and reimbursement and utilization of providers. The plans are renewable except 
for specified situations including nonpayment of premium, fraud and withdrawal from the market. The 
carriers that offer basic care medical plans are authorized to form a pool to distribute the risk of 
providing coverage to the insureds. 

LD260 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Amend the Law Regarding the Use of Competitive 
Bidding by a School Board to Purchase Insurance 

SPONSOR(S) 
TOWNSEND ONTP 

OTP 
MAJ 
MIN 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 

ONTP 

This bill adds a voluntary exemption from competitive bidding for insurance for individual school units 
by allowing the risk pool to competitively bid for its members. Current law requires individual school 
units to use a competitive bidding process in the purchase of insurance unless the school unit qualifies 
for a voluntary exemption outlined in the Statute. 
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