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This document is a compilation of the bill summaries prepared by this office for the Joint 
Standing Committees and Joint Select Committees of the Maine Legislature. The volume is 
organized alphabetically by committee; within each conunittee, the summaries are arranged by 
LD number. A subject index is provided at the beginning of each committee's summaries. 

The committee report or reports, the prime sponsor for each bill and the lead co-sponsor in 
each house if one has been designated are listed below each bill title. All adopted amendments 
are listed, by paper number, together with the sponsor for floor amendments. Final action on 
each bill is listed to the right of the title. Various types of final action are abbreviated as follows: 

PUBLICXXX 
P&SXXX 
RESOLVEXXX 
CONRESXXX 
EMERGENCY 
ONTP 
INDEF PP 
FAILED ENACTMENT 
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT 
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT 
DIED BETWEEN BODIES 
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE 
VETO S UST A/NED 
UNSIGNED 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT 

Chapter# of enacted Public Law 
Chapter# of enacted Private & Special Law 

Chapter# of enacted Resolve 
Chapter# of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses 

Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days 
Ought Not to Pass report accepted 

Bill Indefinitely Postponed 
Bill failed to get majority vote 

Emergency bill failed to get 213 vote 
Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 213 vote 

House & Senate disagree; bill died 
Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died 

Legislature faUed to override Governor's Veto 
Not signed by Governor within 10 days 

Action incomplete when session ended; bill died 

These sununaries were prepared by the analyst or analysts assigned to the committee. If 
you have any suggestions or comments on the sununaries, please let us know. 
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LD1998 

SUMMARY 

An Act Authorizing a Tribally Owned Casino in the City of 
Calais 

SPONSOR(S) COMMITTBB REPORT AMENDMENTS ADOPTfil> 

ONTP 

This bill is the plurality recommendation of the Judiciary Committee pursuant to Joint Order. 

The bill would have allowed gaming by the Passamaquoddy Tribe in the City of Calais and establishes a 
structure for the licensing of gaming by either the Passamaquoddy Tribe or the Penobscot Nation. The 
location of any gaming facility would need to be approved by the Legislature. 

Before it may conduct gaming under this bill, a tribe would be required to obtain licenses for a proposed 
gaming operation, including approval of its financing, management and professional qualifications and the 
character and integrity of each of its key employees. Broad rule-making power over licensing and the 
gaming itself is given to the State Police to protect the integrity of the permitted gaming. 

A casino excise tax would be enacted to fund law enforcement and regulatory costs and provide revenues 
for regional development and infrastructure improvements. Off-track betting and alcoholic beverage laws 
would be amended to allow off-track betting and retail liquor sales at licensed Indian gaming premises. 
The bill provides for a contribution by a licensed gaming operation for the purpose of funding services 
related to compulsive gambling and addictive disorders. 

Before a license may be issued, the Governor would be required to make a finding that projects undertaken 
in connection with the license will have a significant, favorable and sustainable economic impact on the 
region in which it is located. A special account to fund regulatory, law enforcement and tax 
administration costs would be established, made up of fees from licenses, the casino excise tax and 
initial regulatory assessments; 

The bill would exempt licensed Indian gaming facilities from the Sunday closing laws; make clear that 
gaming licensed under this bill is not unlawful gambling under the Maine Criminal Code; make any tribe 
licensed to operate a gaming facility and its gaming operation, however organized, one entity for 
purposes of campaign finance laws; authorize the licensing of Indian gaming premises for retail liquor 
sales and exempt any licensed games from the requirement of a separate amusement permit; 

The bill would approve taking land in the City of Calais into Passamaquoddy Indian Territory, provided 
that the Calais City Council has also approved the acquisition; 

The bill would provide for tribal ratification of the provision of the bill relating to the incorporation 
of land into Passamaquoddy Indian Territory as required by the terms of the Maine Indian Claims 
Settlement Act of 1980, 25 United States Code, Section 1725(e)(l). 

The bill would create the Rising Tide Regional Development Program to provide funds to enhance the 
economic growth of the City of Calais and Washington County. The program would be operated by a local 
board and administered through the finance Authority of Maine. 

This bill is the result of the Committee's work on LD 1266, carried over form the first Regular Session. 
See also LDs 1266, 1999, 2000 and 2010. 
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26 Judiciary• 

An Act Authorizing a Tribally Owned Casino in the City of 
Calais 

SPONSOR(S) COMMITTBB REPORT AMBNDMBNTS ADOPTfil> 

ONTP 
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