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This document is a compilation of the bill summaries prepared by this office for the Joint 
Standing Committees and Joint Select Committees of the Maine Legislature. The volume is 
organized alphabetically by committee; within each conunittee, the summaries are arranged by 
LD number. A subject index is provided at the beginning of each committee's summaries. 

The committee report or reports, the prime sponsor for each bill and the lead co-sponsor in 
each house if one has been designated are listed below each bill title. All adopted amendments 
are listed, by paper number, together with the sponsor for floor amendments. Final action on 
each bill is listed to the right of the title. Various types of final action are abbreviated as follows: 

PUBLICXXX 
P&SXXX 
RESOLVEXXX 
CONRESXXX 
EMERGENCY 
ONTP 
INDEF PP 
FAILED ENACTMENT 
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT 
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT 
DIED BETWEEN BODIES 
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE 
VETO S UST A/NED 
UNSIGNED 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT 

Chapter# of enacted Public Law 
Chapter# of enacted Private & Special Law 

Chapter# of enacted Resolve 
Chapter# of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses 

Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days 
Ought Not to Pass report accepted 

Bill Indefinitely Postponed 
Bill failed to get majority vote 

Emergency bill failed to get 213 vote 
Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 213 vote 

House & Senate disagree; bill died 
Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died 

Legislature faUed to override Governor's Veto 
Not signed by Governor within 10 days 

Action incomplete when session ended; bill died 

These sununaries were prepared by the analyst or analysts assigned to the committee. If 
you have any suggestions or comments on the sununaries, please let us know. 
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LD 1860 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Amend the Law Pertaining to the Appointment of a 
Guardian Ad Litem in Contested Proceedings 

SPONSOR(S) 
CONLEY 

COMMITIEE REPORT 
OTP-AM 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 
S-498 

PUBLIC 629 
EMERGENCY 

The bill clarifies the court's discretionary authority to appoint a guardian ad litem. It provides 
guidelines to assist judges in deciding when to appoint a guardian. The bill requires the judge to 
specify the duties of the guardian, allows the admission into evidence of a guardian's report with 
certain conditions, provides immunity for court-appointed guardians and makes clear that the parties 
shall bear the expense if a guardian is appointed. 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (S-498) adds a fiscal note to the bill. 

LD1862 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Prohibit Excessive or Unnecessary Prescription 
of Drugs or Treatment by Health Care Professionals 

SPONSOR(S) 
MICHAEL 
COFFMAN 

COMMITIEE REPORT 
ONTP 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 

ONTP 

The bill would have made it a Class E crime for a health care professional to excessively prescribe 
drugs, treatment or diagnostic procedures. 

LD 1878 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Improve Methods of Dispute Resolution of the 
Maine Human Rights Commission 

SPONSOR(S) 
CLEVELAND 

COMMITI'EB REPORT 
OTP-AM 

AMBNDMHNTS ADOPTED 
S-497 

PUBLIC 578 

This bill directs the Maine Human Rights Commission to provide for third-party neutral mediation as an 
alternative to the current methods of dispute resolution. The bill also directs the commission to set 
guidelines for the mediation process that would be in effect by January l, 1995. 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (S-497) removes the requirement that the commission establish third-party 
mediation but authorizes the commission to adopt rules for a third-party mediation program that would 
permit either party to voluntarily agree to pay the costs and that would be permit the commission to 
accept any funds the commission is able to obtain for this purpose. The Committee Amendment also adds a 
fiscal note. 

LD 1934 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Limit the Use of Force against Law Enforcement 
Officers Engaged in Searches or Seizures 

SPONSOR(S) 
PLOWMAN 

COMMITI'EB REPORT 
ONTP 

AMBNDMBNTS ADOPTED 

ONTP 

This bill would have provided that a person is not justified in using deadly force against a law 
enforcement officer engaged in a search or a seizure under certain circumstances even if the search or 
seizure turns out to be illegal. 
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