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BILL SUMMARIES 

MAY 1994 

This document is a compilation of the bill summaries prepared by this office for the Joint 
Standing Committees and Joint Select Committees of the Maine Legislature. The volume is 
organized alphabetically by committee; within each conunittee, the summaries are arranged by 
LD number. A subject index is provided at the beginning of each committee's summaries. 

The committee report or reports, the prime sponsor for each bill and the lead co-sponsor in 
each house if one has been designated are listed below each bill title. All adopted amendments 
are listed, by paper number, together with the sponsor for floor amendments. Final action on 
each bill is listed to the right of the title. Various types of final action are abbreviated as follows: 

PUBLICXXX 
P&SXXX 
RESOLVEXXX 
CONRESXXX 
EMERGENCY 
ONTP 
INDEF PP 
FAILED ENACTMENT 
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT 
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT 
DIED BETWEEN BODIES 
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE 
VETO S UST A/NED 
UNSIGNED 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT 

Chapter# of enacted Public Law 
Chapter# of enacted Private & Special Law 

Chapter# of enacted Resolve 
Chapter# of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses 

Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days 
Ought Not to Pass report accepted 

Bill Indefinitely Postponed 
Bill failed to get majority vote 

Emergency bill failed to get 213 vote 
Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 213 vote 

House & Senate disagree; bill died 
Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died 

Legislature faUed to override Governor's Veto 
Not signed by Governor within 10 days 

Action incomplete when session ended; bill died 

These sununaries were prepared by the analyst or analysts assigned to the committee. If 
you have any suggestions or comments on the sununaries, please let us know. 
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ID 1819 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Clarify the Sentencing Laws in Maine 

SPONSOR(S) 
PARADIS P 

COMMlTl'BBREPORT 
ONTP 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 

ONTP 

The intent of the bill was to restore the original full range of sentencing options to the sentencing 
courts and to establish a standard of appellate review that is limited to a review for an abuse of 
discretion by the original sentencing judges. In addition, the Appellate Court in reviewing sentences 
would be given the right to review sentences upon appeal by the State. 

ID 1836 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Enhance Criminal Penalties for Hate Crimes 

SPONSOR(S) 
LAWRENCE 
FAIRCLOTH 

COMMITl'BBREPORT 
ONTP 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 

ONTP 

The bill would have enhanced criminal penalties for hate crimes. The legislation is modeled after the 
Wisconsin law recently upheld by the United States Supreme Court in Wisconsin v. Mitchell. 

ID 1852 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Correct Errors and Inconsistencies in the Laws of 
Maine 

SPONSOR(S) COMMlTl'BB REPORT 
OTP-AM 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 
H-965 COTE 
S-531 

This bill corrects technical errors and inconsistencies in the statutes. 

PUBLIC 660 
EMERGENCY 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (S-531) makes corrections and removes provisions that are unnecessary or that may 
have substantive impact. 

HOUSE AMENDMENT "A" (H-965) adds provisions that may have substantive impact. 

ID 1859 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Allow Police Officers to Prosecute Traffic 
Infractions 

SPONSOR(S) 
CONLEY 

COMMITl'BBREPORT 
ONTP 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 

The bill would have allowed law enforcement officers to prosecute traffic infractions. 

ONTP 
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