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This document is a compilation of the bill summaries prepared by this office for the Joint 
Standing Committees and Joint Select Committees of the Maine Legislature. The volume is 
organized alphabetically by committee; within each conunittee, the summaries are arranged by 
LD number. A subject index is provided at the beginning of each committee's summaries. 

The committee report or reports, the prime sponsor for each bill and the lead co-sponsor in 
each house if one has been designated are listed below each bill title. All adopted amendments 
are listed, by paper number, together with the sponsor for floor amendments. Final action on 
each bill is listed to the right of the title. Various types of final action are abbreviated as follows: 

PUBLICXXX 
P&SXXX 
RESOLVEXXX 
CONRESXXX 
EMERGENCY 
ONTP 
INDEF PP 
FAILED ENACTMENT 
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT 
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT 
DIED BETWEEN BODIES 
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE 
VETO S UST A/NED 
UNSIGNED 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT 

Chapter# of enacted Public Law 
Chapter# of enacted Private & Special Law 

Chapter# of enacted Resolve 
Chapter# of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses 

Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days 
Ought Not to Pass report accepted 

Bill Indefinitely Postponed 
Bill failed to get majority vote 

Emergency bill failed to get 213 vote 
Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 213 vote 

House & Senate disagree; bill died 
Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died 

Legislature faUed to override Governor's Veto 
Not signed by Governor within 10 days 

Action incomplete when session ended; bill died 

These sununaries were prepared by the analyst or analysts assigned to the committee. If 
you have any suggestions or comments on the sununaries, please let us know. 
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The bill also provides that a responsible parent or the department may request a hearing to amend an 
administrative decision based on a substantial change of circumstances. 

Enactment of Title 19, section 497-B in the bill creates an alternative process for establishing a 
support obligation administratively. Under the process created in the bill, the department does not 
automatically schedule a hearing in every case but notifies the responsible parent of that parent's right 
to request a hearing in an initial notice served by the department informing that parent of the 
department's intention to establish a support obligation. 

The bill further amends existing law to authorize the department to issue an initial notice informing the 
responsible parent of the intention to establish a support obligation and the right to request a 
hearing. If no hearing is requested, the department's decision is enforceable within 10 days after being 
mailed. If the parent requests a hearing, the department makes the decision as under current law. 

The bill also clarifies that a debt due the department under Title 19, section 495 for public assistance 
paid out is a debt for past necessary support. 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (S-501) deletes language referring to the obligation of a responsible parent to 
pay a proportionate share of uninsured medical expenses because that obligation is already included in 
the definitions of the other terms used in the child support laws. The amendment changes the period of 
time that the Department of Human Services has to send a notice of hearing from 20 days to 30 days to 
conform with federal requirements governing review and modification of child support orders. It also 
extends the time within which a responsible parent must complete an income affidavit from 20 days to 30 
days. It requires the Department of Human Services to wait 30 days before initiating collection 
actions. It also clarifies language relating to the failure of a responsible parent to appear at a 
hearing and the opportunity for a responsible parent to have a decision set aside within one year. The 
amendment deletes section 9 of the bill because the change is unnecessary due to the changes made by 
Public Law 1993, chapter 410. 
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SUMMARY 

An Act to Legalize Marijuana for Medicinal Purposes 

SPONSOR(S) 
LARRIVEE 

O>MMl"ITEE REPORT 
ONTP 

AMENDMHNTS ADOPTED 

ONTP 

This bill would have created an affirmative defense to a prosecution for possession of marijuana if the 
person who possessed it, did so for that persons's own use and the person had glaucoma or was suffering 
from significant nausea or vomiting as a result of chemotherapy or radiation therapy. The bill also 
established the Marijuana Therapeutic Research Program to provide a structure for marijuana therapeutic 
research if supplies became available from the federal government. 

This bill was carried over from the first Regular Session. 

The COMMITTEE AMENDMENT (H-785) would have removed the provisions of the original bill relating to the 
Marijuana Therapeutic Research Program. It would have limited the amount of marijuana that may be 
possessed and clarified and expanded the purposes for which it may be possessed. The amendment also 
would have clarified the burden of proof of the affirmative defense and provided that smoking marijuana 
is prohibited under the same circumstances as smoking tobacco. The amendment would not affect 
prosecutions for the trafficking or furnishing of marijuana. 

After being reported out of Committee, the bill was rereferred to the Judiciary Committee which 
reconsidered its original recommendation and unanimously reported Ought Not to Pass. 
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