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This document is a compilation of the bill summaries prepared by this office for the Joint
Standing Committees and Joint Select Committees of the Maine Legislature. The volume is
organized alphabetically by committee; within each committee, the summaries are arranged by
LD number. A subject index is provided at the beginning of each committee’s summaries.

The committee report or reports, the prime sponsor for each bill and the lead co-sponsor in
each house if one has been designated are listed below each bill title. All adopted amendments
are listed, by paper number (e.g., H-584 or $-222), together with the sponsor for floor
amendments. Final action on each bill is listed to the right of the title. Various types of final
action are abbreviated as follows:

PUBLIC XXX Chapter # of enacted Public Law
P&S XXX Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law
RESOLVE XXX Chapter # of enacted Resolve -
CON RES XXX Chapter # of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses
EMERGENCY Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days
CARRIED OVER Bill carried over to Second Session
ONTP Ought Not to Pass report accepted
ENACTMENT FAILED Bill failed to get majority vote
INDEF PP Bill Indefinitely Postponed
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 2/3 vote
DIED BETWEEN BODIES House & Senate disagree; bill died
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE Committee of Conference formed but unable to agree
VETO SUSTAINED Legislature failed to override Governor’s Veto
UNSIGNED Not signed by Governor within 10 days
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT Action incomplete when session ended; bill died

These summaries were prepared by the analyst or analysts assigned to the committee. But,
this document was produced by the efforts of all the office staff, including secretaries: Charlene
Raymond and Valarie Parlin.

If you have any suggestions or comments on these summaries, please let us know.
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Part B of the bill creates a new Department of Natural Resources by combining the Department of
Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources, the Department of Conservation, the Department of Environmental
Protection and all programs administered by the State Planning Office related to natural resource
planning and management. The department will be organized into 4 bureaus: the Office of the
Commissioner, the Bureau of Enforcement, the Bureau of Production and the Bureau of Preservation.

Part C of the bill merges the Department of Public Safety and the Department of Defense and Veterans'
Services into a new Department of Public Safety and the Department of Veterans' Affairs.

Part D of the bill eliminates the Maine Solid Waste Management Agency. Its functions are reallocated to
the Department of Environmental Protection, except for waste reduction and recycling which are
transferred to Department of Economic and Community Development.

Part E of the bill eliminates the drug education functions in the Department of Education and places them
in the Office of Substance Abuse.

Part F of the bill restructures the Maine Drug Enforcement Agency and makes it a division of the State
Police.

LD 1494  An Act to Require the Utilization of an Owner’s CARRIED OVER
Representative on State Government Construction Contracts
SPONSOR(S) COMMITTEE REPORT AMENDMENTS ADOPTED
CAMPBELL

SUMMARY

This bill requires state agencies and school districts to employ an owner's representative to facilitate
the smooth completion of public works projects. Local units of government are also required to employ an
owner's representative if the State is providing more than 50% of the funding for a project. The owner's
representative is charged with working with the owner, architect, engineer and general contractor in a
cooperative manner to avoid unnecessary problems and to resolve problems that occur in a nonadversarial
manner.

LD 1496 An Act to Encourage the Involvement of Volunteers in State ONTP
Government
SPONSOR(S) COMMITTEE REPORT AMENDMENTS ADOFPTED
BALDACCI ONTP
RUHLIN

SUMMARY

This bill encourages the State to maximize the use of volunteers, especially senior citizen volunteers.

LD1527 An Act to Impose Limits on the Terms of Legislators, CARRIED OVER
Constitutional Officers, Members of the Judiciary and
Members of Congress and to Limit Lobbying in Successive
Years

SPONSOR(S) COMMITTEE REPORT AMENDMENTS ADOFPTED
JOSEPH
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