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This document is a compilation of the bill summaries prepared by this office for the Joint
Standing Committees and Joint Select Committees of the Maine Legislature. The volume is
organized alphabetically by committee; within each committee, the summaries are arranged by
LD number. A subject index is provided at the beginning of each committee’s summaries.

The committee report or reports, the prime sponsor for each bill and the lead co-sponsor in
each house if one has been designated are listed below each bill title. All adopted amendments
are listed, by paper number, together with the sponsor for floor amendments. Final action on
each bill is listed to the right of the title. Various types of final action are abbreviated as follows:

PUBLIC XXX Chapter # of enacted Public Law
P&S XXX Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law
RESOLVE XXX Chapter # of enacted Resolve
CON RES XXX Chapter # of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses
EMERGENCY Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days
ONTP Qught Not to Pass report accepted
INDEF PP Bill Indefinitely Postponed
FAILED ENACTMENT Bill failed to get majority vote
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 2/3 vote
DIED BETWEEN BODIES House & Senate disagree; bill died
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died
VETQ SUSTAINED Legislature failed to override Governor’s Veto
UNSIGNED Not signed by Governor within 10 days
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT Action incomplete when session ended; bill died

These summaries were prepared by the analyst or analysts assigned to the committee. If
you have any suggestions or comments on the summaries, please let us know.
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This bill was submitted by the Public Utilities Commission as a proposed means of reducing its workload
in order to redirect resources to issues it believed to be of greater importance. The bill proposed
completely to deregulate consumer-owned water utilities.

LD 1432  An Act to Improve the Business Climate in the State by ONTP
Making Power Available at a Lower Rate
SPONSOR(S) COMMITTEE REPORT AMENDMENTS ADOPTED
VIGUE ONTP MAJ
0TP-AM MIN
SUMMARY

This bill was carried forward from the Ist Regular Session.

The bill proposed to allow a business entity of 200 or more employees to negotiate for the purchase of
electricity from a utility at special rates without review by the Public Utilities Commission. The bill
also proposed to prohibit a utility from charging a fee for the use of its facilities to wheel
electricity on behalf of a business entity purchaser.

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (H-762), which was the minority report of the committee, also proposed to allow
electric utilities to enter into contracts to sell power to business entities without commission review
and proposed to allow the Governor to order a utility to provide retail wheeling to a business entity.

LD 1483  An Act Regarding Cable Television PUBLIC 676
SPONSOR(S) COMMITTEE REPORT AMENDMENTS ADOPTED
ADAMS 0TP~AM H-836

$-592 GOULD R R

SUMMARY
This bill was carried forward from the 1st Regular Session.

The bill proposed to provide consumers with information concerning cable franchise owners and to prohibit
a cable television system operator from disclosing private information about any consumer.

The bill also proposed to instruct the Utilities Committee to monitor federal regulations promulgated
pursuant to the federal Cable Television Consumer Protection and Competition Act of 1992 and to authorize
the committee to report legislation to the Second Regular Session of the 116th Legislature regarding
cable TV.

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (H-836) strikes and replaces the bill. The bill provides that in the event
service to a cable TV subscriber is interrupted for 6 or more consecutive hours, the cabie provider is
required, upon request, to grant the subscriber a pro rata credit or rebate. Current law requires a
rebate after 24 or more consecutive hours of interruption. The amendment also authorizes the Utilities
Committee to report out legislation to the 117th Legislature in response to evolving federal regulations
concerning cable TV regulation. The amendment also adds a fiscal note to the bill.

Several floor amendments to the bill were offered in each House and three of these were initially adopted
in one of the bodies. The amendments all proposed changes to just-enacted Public Law 513 regarding cable
TV late fees (see L.D. 1598).

SENATE AMENDMENT “B" (S-592) alters the wording of Public Law 513 but makes no substantive change to that
Taw.
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