
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



Sta.ff: 

STATE OF MAINE 
116TII LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION 

BILL SUMMARIES 
JOINT STANDING COMMITfEE 

ON 
UTILITIES 

MAY 1994 

Jon P. Clark, Legislative Analyst 

Office of Policy and Legal Analysis 
Room 101, State House Station 13 

Augusta, ME 04333 
(207)287-1670 

MEMBERS: 
*Sen. Harry Vose 

Sen. John J. Cleveland 
Sen. David L. Carpenter 

*Rep. Herbert E. Clark 
Rep. Maria. Glen Holt 

Rep. Herbert C. Adams 
Rep. Carol A. Kontos 

Rep. David J. Cashman 
Rep. Ralph I. Coffman 

Rep. James 0. Donnelly 
Rep. Hugh A. Morrison 
Rep. Rosalie H. Aikman 

Rep. Joseph B. Taylor 

*Denotes Chair 



MARTHA E. FREEMAN, DIRECTOR 
WILLIAM T. GLIDDEN, JR., PRINCIPAL ANALYST 
JULIE S. JONES, PRINCIPAL ANALYST 
DAVID C. ELLIOTT, PRINCIPAL ANALYST 
MARION HYLAN BARR 
JON CL.ARK 
LISA COPENHAVER 
DEBORAH C. FRIEDMAN 
MICHAEL D. HIGGINS 

s,*" 

STATE OF MAINE 

JOHN B. KNOX 
ROY W. LENARDSON 

PATRICK NORTON 

JANE ORBETON 
MARGARET J. REINSCH 

PAUL J. SAUCIER 
JOHN G. KELLEY, RESEARCHER 

DARLENE A. SHORES LYNCH, RESEARCHER 
CARRIE C. McFADDEN, RESEARCHER 

JILL IPPOLITI OFFICE OF POLICY AND LEGAL ANAL VSIS 
ROOM 101/107 /135 

STATE HOUSE STATION 13 
AUGUSTA, MAINE 04333 

TEL: (207) 287-1670 
FAX (207) 287-1275 

ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE 
SECOND REGULAR SESSION 

JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE 
BILL SUMMARIES 

MAY 1994 

This document is a compilation of the bill summaries prepared by this office for the Joint 
Standing Committees and Joint Select Committees of the Maine Legislature. The volume is 
organized alphabetically by committee; within each conunittee, the summaries are arranged by 
LD number. A subject index is provided at the beginning of each committee's summaries. 

The committee report or reports, the prime sponsor for each bill and the lead co-sponsor in 
each house if one has been designated are listed below each bill title. All adopted amendments 
are listed, by paper number, together with the sponsor for floor amendments. Final action on 
each bill is listed to the right of the title. Various types of final action are abbreviated as follows: 

PUBLICXXX 
P&SXXX 
RESOLVEXXX 
CONRESXXX 
EMERGENCY 
ONTP 
INDEF PP 
FAILED ENACTMENT 
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT 
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT 
DIED BETWEEN BODIES 
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE 
VETO S UST A/NED 
UNSIGNED 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT 

Chapter# of enacted Public Law 
Chapter# of enacted Private & Special Law 

Chapter# of enacted Resolve 
Chapter# of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses 

Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days 
Ought Not to Pass report accepted 

Bill Indefinitely Postponed 
Bill failed to get majority vote 

Emergency bill failed to get 213 vote 
Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 213 vote 

House & Senate disagree; bill died 
Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died 

Legislature faUed to override Governor's Veto 
Not signed by Governor within 10 days 

Action incomplete when session ended; bill died 

These sununaries were prepared by the analyst or analysts assigned to the committee. If 
you have any suggestions or comments on the sununaries, please let us know. 
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ID305 

SUMMARY 

Joint Standing Committee on Utilities 

An Act to Require the Public Utilities Commission to 
Include Externalities in Least-cost Planning Procedures 

SPONSOR(S) 
KONTOS 

COMMl"ITEE REPORT 
ONTP 

AMHNDMBNTS ADOPTED 

This bill was carried forward from the lst Regular Session. 

ONTP 

This bill proposed to require that the Public Utilities Commission develop and employ weighting factors 
for evaluating environmental and health-related externalities in electric utility least cost planning. 
(See LO 356) 

ID356 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Establish a Study Group on Energy and the 
Environment 

SPONSOR(S) 
GRAY 

COMMl"ITEE REPORT 
OTP-AM 

AMHNDMBNTS ADOPTED 
H-826 

P & S 80 

This bill was initially referred to the Energy and Natural Resources Committee in the lst Regular 
Session. The bill was carried forward to the 2nd Regular session and then re-referred to the Utilities 
Committee. 

The bill proposed to establish the Advisory Council on Energy and the Environment for the purposes of 
evaluating and making recommendations concerning the State's environmental and energy policies. 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (H-826) strikes and replaces the bill. The amendment establishes a study group. 
The study group is required, to the extent possible within existing resources, to create a comprehensive 
library on externalities at the Public Utilities Commission, to summarize state and federal environmental 
laws impacting the pricing of energy resources, to identify significant environmental externalities and 
to develop recommendations for internalizing environmental externalities. The study group is composed of 
the Chair of the Public Utilities Commission, the Director of the State Planning Office and the 
Commissioner of Environmental Protection. The group is required to provide a progress report to the 
Utilities Committee by January 1, 1995 and its final report by January 1, 1996. 

The Utilities Committee is authorized to report out legislation to the 1st or 2nd Regular Sessions of the 
117th Legislature in response to the reports it receives from the study group. 

ID357 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Exempt Employees of the Public Utilities 
Commission from Furlough and Shutdown Days 

SPONSOR(S) 
CLEVELAND 

COMMl"ITEE REPORT 
OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

AMHNDMBNTS ADOPTED 
S-390 

This bill was carried forward from the 1st Regular Session. 

VETO SUSTAINED 
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This bill proposed to exempt, subject to agreement through the collective bargaining process, employees 
of the Public Utilities Commission from mandatory furlough and shutdown days. 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (S-390), which was the majority report of the committee, replaced the bill. The 
amendment proposed to exempt positions allocated to the Public Utilities Commission, other than 
commissioners, from the discretionary furlough and shutdown days. This exemption would have been subject 
to approval by the parties signatory to any agreement governing furlough days and shutdown days. 

LD530 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Allow Public Utilities to Develop Economic 
Development Rates 

SPONSOR(S) 
MORRISON 
VOSE 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
ONTP 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 

This bill was carried forward from the 1st Regular Session. 

ONTP 

The bill proposed to require the Public Utilities Commission, upon petition, to adopt economic 
development rate tariffs for electric utilities. Any rate adopted would have been required to be 
designed to encourage economic development in the State such as job creation and the attraction of new 
businesses to the State. The commission would have been prohibited from establishing a rate which was 
lower than the utility's long-run marginal cost plus 1 cent per kilowatt hour. 

LD661 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Amend the Charter of the Passamaquoddy Water 
District 

SPONSOR(S) 
CLARK 
CLEVELAND 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
ONTP 
OTP-AM 

MAJ 
MIN 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 

This bill was carried forward from the 1st Regular Session. 

ONTP 

The current charter of the Passamaquoddy Water District makes all property of the district subject to 
property taxation. Legal issues were raised about this provision. The bill proposed to exempt all 
property of the district from taxation. The minority report of the committee (H-899) proposed to strike 
the tax provision from the charter, which would have resulted in the property of the district becoming 
tax exempt to the extent provided by Title 36, section 651. 

LD1007 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Enhance Competition in Electric Utilities 

SPONSOR(S) 
CARPENTER 

COMMITTHB REPORT 
ONTP 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 

This bill was carried forward from the 1st Regular Session. 

ONTP 

The bill proposed to exempt from Public Utilities Commission review and approval electric utility 
transactions involving the acquisition or maintenance of an interest in any exempt wholesale generator 
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