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This document is a compilation of the bill summaries prepared by this office for the Joint 
Standing Committees and Joint Select Committees of the Maine Legislature. The volume is 
organized alphabetically by committee; within each committee, the summaries are arranged by 
LD number. A subject index is provided at the beginning of each committee's summaries. 

All adopted amendments are listed, by paper number (e.g., H - 584 or S - 222), together 
with the sponsor for floor amendments. Final action on each bill is listed to the right of the title. 
Various types of fmal action are abbreviated as follows: 

PUBUCXXX 
P&SXXX 
RESOLVE XXX 
CON RES XXX 
EMERGENCY 
CARRIED OVER 

Chapter # of enacted Public Law 
Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law 

Chapter # of enacted Resolve 
Chapter # of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses 

Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days 

FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT 
ONTP 
LVWD 
INDEFPP 
DIED BETWEEN BODIES 
VEra SUSTAINED 
UNSIGNED 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT 

Bill carried over to 2nd Session 
Billfailed to get 2/3 vote 

Ought Not to Pass report accepted 
Leave to Withdraw report accepted 

Bill Indefinitely Postponed 
House & Senate disagree; bill died 

Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto 
Not signed by Governor within 10 days 

Action incomplete when 1 st session ended 

These summaries were prepared by the analyst or analysts assigned to the committee. But, 
this document was produced by the efforts of all the office staff, including secretaries: Charlene 
Raymond and Valarie Parlin, and especially Laurette Knox who coordinated preparation of the 
overall document. 

If you have any suggestions or comments on these summaries, please let us know. 



I.D 1363 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Eliminate the Need for Notice of Claim When the 
Government Is Aware of a Claimant's Inquiries 

SPONSOR(S) 
ANTHONY 
LAWRENCE 
CONLEY 
MCCORMICK 

COMMlTIEE REPORT 
ONTP 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 

ONTP 

The bill eliminates the need for formal notice under the Maine Tort Claims Act to the governmental entity 
when the governmental entity and its insurance carrier are aware of the claimants injuries and have been 
dealing with the claimant with respect to injuries despite the absence of a formal notice of claim under 
this bill. See LD 1461. 

I.D 1365 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Provide Good Cause Basis for Extending the Notice 
of Claim Period 

SPONSOR(S) 
ANTHONY 
GAUVREAU 
OTT 
KETTERER 

COMMITIEE REPORT 
OTP-AM MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 
H-587 MIN REP 

PUBLIC 585 

The bill amends current law regarding the filing of a notice of claim and service of the filing on the 
person accused of professional negligence. The bill requires that a copy of a notice of claim be filed 
with, rather than served on, the clerk of the Superior Court. It removes language requiring that the 
notice of claim and other relevant documents be kept confidential. It also permits certain extensions of 
time upon a showing of good cause, rather than extraordinary cause. Finally, the bill permits service 
under the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 4 of a copy of the notice of claim on the person accused. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-586) (Majority report) replaces the bill. The amendment revises the procedure 
for commencing a medical malpractice action to more closely resemble the commencement of any other civil 
action as provided by the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 3. It retains the confidentiality of the 
notice of claim and all other documents filed with the court. The $200 filing fee per notice of clai. is 
also retained. The amendment requires only good cause, rather than extraordinary cause, to exist for the 
prelitigation panel chair to allow the screening process to continue for over a year. The amendment 
eliminates the confusion in the current law between filing a notice of claim with the court and serving a 
notice of claim on the person accused of professional negligence. 24 MRSA §2903, sub-§l, ,rA is amended 
to reference the procedures for commencing an action as provided in 24 MRSA §2853. The amendment permits 
the introduction of practice parameters and risk management protocols into evidence by the plaintiff. the 
physician or the physician's employer in a claim for professional negligence before a pre1itigation 
screening panel or the court. The amendment also permits consideration of those parameters and protocols 
by a pre1itigation screening panel as an affirmative defense. (Not adopted) 

Committee Amendment "B" (H-587) (Minority report) retains section 2 of the bill, but replaces the rest. 
(Section 2 requires only good cause. rather than extraordinary cause. to exist for the pre1itigation 
panel chair to allow the screening process to continue for over a year.) The amendment revises the 
procedure for commencing a medical malpractice action to more closely resemble the commencement of any 
other civil action as provided by the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 3. It retains the 
confidentiality of the notice of claim and all other documents filed with the court. The $200 filing fee 
per notice of claim is also retained. The amendment eliminates the confusion in the current law between 
filing a notice of claim with the court and serving a notice of claim on the person accused of 

-Judiciary 43 
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