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This document is a compilation of the bill summaries prepared by this office for the Joint 
Standing Committees and Joint Select Committees of the Maine Legislature. The volume is 
organized alphabetically by committee; within each committee, the summaries are arranged by 
LD number. A subject index is provided at the beginning of each committee's summaries. 

All adopted amendments are listed, by paper number (e.g., H - 584 or S - 222), together 
with the sponsor for floor amendments. Final action on each bill is listed to the right of the title. 
Various types of fmal action are abbreviated as follows: 

PUBUCXXX 
P&SXXX 
RESOLVE XXX 
CON RES XXX 
EMERGENCY 
CARRIED OVER 

Chapter # of enacted Public Law 
Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law 

Chapter # of enacted Resolve 
Chapter # of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses 

Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days 

FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT 
ONTP 
LVWD 
INDEFPP 
DIED BETWEEN BODIES 
VEra SUSTAINED 
UNSIGNED 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT 

Bill carried over to 2nd Session 
Billfailed to get 2/3 vote 

Ought Not to Pass report accepted 
Leave to Withdraw report accepted 

Bill Indefinitely Postponed 
House & Senate disagree; bill died 

Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto 
Not signed by Governor within 10 days 

Action incomplete when 1 st session ended 

These summaries were prepared by the analyst or analysts assigned to the committee. But, 
this document was produced by the efforts of all the office staff, including secretaries: Charlene 
Raymond and Valarie Parlin, and especially Laurette Knox who coordinated preparation of the 
overall document. 

If you have any suggestions or comments on these summaries, please let us know. 



their use in aquaculture operations. In addition, written public notice was to be required before 
antibiotics were applied in aquaculture operations. The bill also proposed to prohibit the importation 
or introduction of any species exotic to the Gulf of Maine. Similar notice and import provisions were 
included in LD 76. 

This bill would also have required additional information in aquaculture lease applications to be 
provided to the Department of Marine Resources and would have required the Commissioner of Marine 
Resources to distribute copies of the lease application to relevant state and federal agencies as well as 
fishing industry groups prior to the public hearing of any lease application. 

This bill also proposed to establish 3 classes of aquaculture production and to require the Department of 
Environmental Protection to establish rules for site characterization, baseline surveys and annual 
monitoring of net-pen aquaculture sites for water quality certification. 

This bill would also have established information obtained by the permitting agencies as public records, 
except for information that is proprietary in nature. 
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An Act to Reduce Marine Pollution 
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This bill gives the Department of Marine Resources authority to survey coastal areas to identify sources 
of pollution. Training in sampling techniques is mandated for shellfish conservation wardens. The 
department may direct the wardens to assist in the detection of pollution. The Department of 
Environmental Protection is directed to establish an interdepartmental task force to coordinate the 
continuing activities of the Marine Environmental Monitoring Program. 

Committee amendment "A" (H-162) makes the bill an emergency and clarifies the limited authority granted 
to the Commissioner of Marine Resources in the original bill to enter private property to carry out the 
statutory responsibility of the Department of Marine Resources to inspect coastal waters and intertidal 
zones for pollution sources. The amendment permits the commissioner to inspect privately owned land at 
reasonable times with the owner's permission and to enter and inspect privately owned buildings only with 
the owner's permission and only in the presence of the owner. If permission to inspect land is denied, 
the commissioner is authorized to seek a search warrant to inspect the land for pollution sources. The 
commissioner is prohibited from requesting a warrant to search any privately owned building for sources 
of pollution. 

The amendment adds a new section to the bill that permits a person to deposit oyster shell cultch in 
coastal rivers, harbors and intertidal zones solely to promote the growth of oysters and only with the 
written permission of the Commissioner of Marine Resources. 

The amendment also clarifies in section 2 of the bill that the commissioner is not required to conduct 
pollutant or contamination testing on samples that were not requested by the commissioner. 

House Amendment "A" (H-263) makes technical clarifications to the committee amendment. 
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