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This document is a compilation of the bill summaries prepared by this office for the Joint 
Standing Committees and Joint Select Committees of the Maine Legislature. The volume is 
organized alphabetically by committee; within each committee, the summaries are arranged by 
LD number. A subject index is provided at the beginning of each committee's summaries. 

All adopted amendments are listed, by paper number (e.g., H - 584 or S - 222), together 
with the sponsor for floor amendments. Final action on each bill is listed to the right of the title. 
Various types of fmal action are abbreviated as follows: 

PUBUCXXX 
P&SXXX 
RESOLVE XXX 
CON RES XXX 
EMERGENCY 
CARRIED OVER 

Chapter # of enacted Public Law 
Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law 

Chapter # of enacted Resolve 
Chapter # of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses 

Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days 

FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT 
ONTP 
LVWD 
INDEFPP 
DIED BETWEEN BODIES 
VEra SUSTAINED 
UNSIGNED 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT 

Bill carried over to 2nd Session 
Billfailed to get 2/3 vote 

Ought Not to Pass report accepted 
Leave to Withdraw report accepted 

Bill Indefinitely Postponed 
House & Senate disagree; bill died 

Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto 
Not signed by Governor within 10 days 

Action incomplete when 1 st session ended 

These summaries were prepared by the analyst or analysts assigned to the committee. But, 
this document was produced by the efforts of all the office staff, including secretaries: Charlene 
Raymond and Valarie Parlin, and especially Laurette Knox who coordinated preparation of the 
overall document. 

If you have any suggestions or comments on these summaries, please let us know. 



IDI63 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Amend the SheUrlSh Licensing Laws 

SPONSOR(S) 
RYDElL 
CLARK N 
HOLT 
COLES 

COMMITl'EE REPORT 
OTP 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 
H-34 COLES 

PlBlIC 29 
EJ£R6ENCY 

This bill proposed to raise the limit on the fee for shellfish licenses for nonresidents from $150 to 
$300 and to raise the $100 - $1,000 range of the fine for taking or possessing shellfish contrary to a 
municipal ordinance to a $500 - $1,500 range. 

House Amendment "A" (H-34) replaced the bill. The amendment established fines of $500 to $1,500 for 
digging shellfish in a closed area or digging shellfish without a license and fines of $100 to $1,000 for 
violations of any other municipal shellfish conservation ordinances. 

IDl89 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Limit the Number of Workers on Lobster Boats 

SPONSOR(S) 
BRANNIGAN 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
LV/WD 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 

LYIWD 

This bill proposed to limit the number of people working on a lobster boat to 2. The bill also proposed 
technical and grammatical corrections to the law. 

ID234 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Delay the Minimum Lobster Gauge Increases 

SPONSOR(S) 
ESTES 
MITCHElL J 
LOOK 
HOLLOWAY 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
OTP-AM 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 
S-25 

PlBLIC 31 
DERGENCY 

The bill would have retroactively repealed the increase in the minimum lobster size and retained a 
minimum size of 3 8/32 until March 1, 1993. On that date, the minimum size would have begun increasing 
by 1/32 of an inch per year, March 1, 1994. The bill also would have required the Joint Standing 
Committee on Marine Resources to hold public hearings to review the results of any new research 
concerning the lobster measure, including any federal lobster marketing study during the summer of 1992. 
The committee would have been authorized to report any legislation resulting from the investigation to 
the Legislature by January 1, 1993. 

Committee amendment "A" (S-25) replaced the bill. The amendment established the state minimum lobster 
size at 3 8/32 inches, with 2.annual increases of 1/32 of an inch contingent upon written certification 
by the Attorney General that the United States Secretary of Commerce and the states of New Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, Connecticut and Rhode Island have adopted a minimum lobster size and a schedule of minimum 
size increases that conform to those in this amendment. The amendment struck the schedule for minimum 
lobster size increases contained in the bill, the requirements for public hearings on the lobster measure 
and the report to the Legislature, but retained the bill's retroactivity provision. The amendment also 
requires the Commissioner of Marine Resources to report to the Joint Standing Committee on Marine 
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Resources on the biological and economic effects of an increase in the minimum lobster size prior to the 
effective date of the increase. 

LD249 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Make Changes in the Quahog Tax Laws 

SPONSOR(S) 
LOOK 
VOSE 
TOWNSEND 

COMMITrEE REPORT 
OTP-AM 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 
H-107 

PlBLIC 561 

This bill established a dedicated "Toxin Monitoring Fund" to be administered by the Department of Marine 
Resources to provide toxin testing of quahog beds along Maine's coastal waters. 

Committee amendment "A" (H-107) replaced the bill. The amendment established.a nonlapsing Toxin 
Monitoring Fund within the Department of Marine Resources to fund the collection of samples for the 
monitoring of paralytic shellfish toxin in mahogany quahogs. The Toxin Monitoring Fund is a dedicated 
account, funded by the mahogany quahog tax under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 36, chapter 714, and 
is capped at $16,000 per year. Revenues collected under the mahogany quahog tax in excess of $16,000, 
plus any cost incurred by the State Tax Assessor for administering the tax, are returned to the General 
Fund. 

LD316 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Conform Seasonal Restrictions on Mussel Dragging 
to Those Governing Scallop Harvesting 

SPONSOR(S) 
RUHLIN 
BRAWN 
MITCHELL J 
TOWNSEND 

COMMl'ITEE REPORT 
LV/WO 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 

LVI\I) 

This bill proposed to change the mussel season to conform to the scallop season. This bill was intended 
to decrease the damage to lobster trap~ and gear that is caused by mussel dragging in the summer. 

LD3S3 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Ensure Adequate Stocking of Washington County 
Atlantic Salmon Rivers 

SPONSOR(S) 
VOSE 
TOWNSEND 
LOOK 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
ONTP 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 

ONTP 

This bill proposed to require the Atlantic Sea Run Salmon Commission to alloca;e a minimum of 15% of its 
total Atlantic salmon smolt production to Washington County Atlantic salmon rivers in any year it 
conducts a stocking program. 
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