
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



STATE OF MAINE 
115111 LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION 
AND 

FIRST SPECIAL SESSION 

BILL SUMMARIES 
JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE 

ON 
ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

S14/1: 
Tim Glidden, Principal Analyst 
Gro Flatebo, Legislative Analyst 
Patrick Norton, Legislative Analyst 

Office of Policy and Legal Analysis 
Room 101, State House Station 13 

Augusta, ME 04333 
(207) 289-1670 

AUGUST 1991 

MEMBERS: 
*Sen. Bonnie L. Titcomb 

Sen. John E. Baldacci 
Sen. Margaret G. Ludwig 

*Rep. Paul F. Jacques 
Rep. James Mitchell 

Rep. James Reed Coles 
Rep. Annette M. Hoglund 

Rep. Richard A. Gould 
Rep. P. Kelley Simpson 

Rep. Basil L. Powers 
Rep. Willis A. Lord 

Rep. Malachi Anderson 
Rep. John F. Marsh 

*Denotes Chair 



AARTHA E. FREEMAN, DIRECTOR "'*" 
KAREN L. HRUBY 

. JILL IPPOLITI 
JOHN B. KNOX 

PATRICK NO~1TON 
MARGARET J. REINSCH 

PAUL J. SAUCIER 
HAVEN WHITESIDE 

MILA M. DWELLEY, RES. ASST. 

VILLIAM T. GLIDDEN, JR., PRINCIPAl.. ANALYST 

ULiE S. JONES, PRINCIPAl.. ANALYST 

lAVID C. ELLIOTT, PRINCIPAl.. ANALYST 

ON CLARK 
)'fAN M. DYTTMER 
;RO FLATEBO 
)EBORAH C. FRIEDMAN 
AICHAEL D. HIGGINS 
ANE ORBETON 

STATE OF MAINE 
OFFICE OF POLICY AND LEGAL ANALYSIS 

ROOM 101/107/135 
STATE HOUSE STATION 13 

AUGUSTA, MAINE 04333 
TEL.: (207) 289-1670 

ROY W. LENARDSON, RES. ASST. 

BRET A. PRESTON, RES. ASST. 

ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE 
FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

AND 
FIRST SPECIAL SESSION 

JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE 
BILL SUMMARIES 

AUGUST 1991 

This document is a compilation of the bill summaries prepared by this office for the Joint 
Standing Committees and Joint Select Committees of the Maine Legislature. The volume is 
organized alphabetically by committee; within each committee, the summaries are arranged by 
LD number. A subject index is provided at the beginning of each committee's summaries. 

All adopted amendments are listed, by paper number (e.g., H - 584 or S - 222), together 
with the sponsor for floor amendments. Final action on each bill is listed to the right of the title. 
Various types of fmal action are abbreviated as follows: 

PUBUCXXX 
P&SXXX 
RESOLVE XXX 
CON RES XXX 
EMERGENCY 
CARRIED OVER 

Chapter # of enacted Public Law 
Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law 

Chapter # of enacted Resolve 
Chapter # of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses 

Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days 

FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT 
ONTP 
LVWD 
INDEFPP 
DIED BETWEEN BODIES 
VEra SUSTAINED 
UNSIGNED 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT 

Bill carried over to 2nd Session 
Billfailed to get 2/3 vote 

Ought Not to Pass report accepted 
Leave to Withdraw report accepted 

Bill Indefinitely Postponed 
House & Senate disagree; bill died 

Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto 
Not signed by Governor within 10 days 

Action incomplete when 1 st session ended 

These summaries were prepared by the analyst or analysts assigned to the committee. But, 
this document was produced by the efforts of all the office staff, including secretaries: Charlene 
Raymond and Valarie Parlin, and especially Laurette Knox who coordinated preparation of the 
overall document. 

If you have any suggestions or comments on these summaries, please let us know. 



ID77 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Improve Marine Oil Spill Prevention, Planning 
and Response 

SPONSOR(S) COMMITIEE REPORT 
OTP-AM 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 
H-339 
S-266 TITCOMB 

I'tBLIC 454 
EJERGENCY 

This bill was proposed by the Commission to Study Maine's Oil Spill Clean-up Preparedness under Public 
Law 1989, chapter 868. Part A of the bill continued the Commission to Study Maine's Oil Spill Clean-up 
Preparedness (See LD 246). 

Part B of the bill requires increased oil spill response planning by the Department of Environmental 
Protection and other state agencies. This Part: 

1. Clarifies the relation between the Department of Environmental Protection and the Maine Emergency 
Management Agency in the event of an oil spill emergency; 

2. Requires annual inspections and drills at licensed oil terminals; 

3. Requires vessels and facilities to file federally required contingency plans with the Department 
of Environmental Protection; 

4. Requires the Department of Environmental Protection to prepare a state marine oil spill 
contingency plan, including a worst-case scenario; 

5. Requires the Department of Environmental Protection to develop a computerized, geographic 
information system-based sensitive area identification and protection plan, including guidance 
for protection priorities; 

6. Requires the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to develop a wildlife rehabilitation 
plan; 

7. Authorizes allocations up to $350,000 per year for sensitive area data management and mapping; 

8. Increases the fee on oil coming into the State to 4¢ per barrel. This fee is used to support the 
Maine Coastal and Inland Surface Oil Clean-up Fund; 

9. Gives the Department of Environmental Protection additional authority to collect overdue 
reimbursements to the Maine Coastal and Inland Surface Oil Clean-up Fund; 

10. Returns $500,000 within the next 5 years from the Ground Water Oil Clean-up Fund to the Maine 
Coastal and Inland Surface Oil Clean-up Fund; and 

11. Makes the allocations for sensitive area data management and mapping. 

The committee amendment (H-339) alters the original bill in several important ways. 

1. The language to extend the Commission to Study Maine's Oil Spill Clean-up Preparedness is removed 
and amended on to LD 246. 

2. Language is added to require the Department of Environmental Protection to exercise more 
oversight and coordination over data management efforts. 
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3. A requirement for training personnel for wildlife rehabilitation following an oil spill has been 
removed so that a plan is in place before any training occurs. 

4. The authority for allocations for sensitive area mapping is sunsetted after fiscal year 1994-95. 

5. Personnel and equipment expenses are included in state expenses to be reimbursed by a person 
responsible for an oil spill. 

6. Attorneys hired by the Department of Environmental Protection will be reviewed by the Attorney 
General. 

7. The effective date of the fee increase for oil transfers is postponed to May 1, 1991 and the 
marine oil spill contingency plan development and adoption are postponed. 

8. The 1¢ per barrel fee increase has a sunset provision and is removed on July 1, 1994. 

9. The allocation section is amended to more accurately reflect the scope of work required. 

A Senate amendment (5-266) makes the effective date of the fee increase July 1, 1991 to avoid any 
retroactivity of fee collections. 
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SUMMARY 

An Act to Ensure Adequate Enforcement of Air Quality Law 

SPONSOR(S) 
MICHAUD 
JACQUES 

COMMIITEE REPORT 
OTP-AM 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 
H-578 

PlBLIC 384 

This bill establishes an annual air emission license fee based on the amount of pollutant a licensee 
emits. The fees generated by this increase will be dedicated to staffing and operating the Bureau of Air 
Quality Control. 

The committee amendment (H-578) amends the original bill to allow the Commissioner of Environmental 
Protection to adjust per ton fees for air pollution emissions based on the Consumer Price Index. The 
amendment also increases the maximum fee to $100,000 per year and stipulates that the bill will take 
effect on November 1, 1991. The Commissioner of Environmental Protection is required to report to the 
Legislature on the results of the fee increase proposed by this bill and on anticipated changes to meet 
federal requirements. The Board of Environmental Protection is required to adopt rules for ambient air 
quality modeling. The amendment also specifies operating and data requirements for licensing. 
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SUMMARY 

An Act to Exempt Certain Activities from the Site Location 
of Development Laws 

SPONSOR(S) 
COLLINS 
TWITCHELL 
ANDERSON 

COMMITIEE REPORT 
OTP-AM 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 
H-184 JACQUES 
5-64 

PlBLIC 160 

This bill would have exempted nonresidential developments from review by the Department of Environmental 
Protection under the site location of development laws if the project did not require an air emission 
license or a waste discharge license, did not cause significant increases in retail traffic in the 
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