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a claim for a pre-existing condition by a person protected under this provision. These prov,s,ons apply 
to contracts and policies issued or renewed by commercial insurers, health maintenance organizations, or 
nonprofit service organizations on or after April l, 1991 and to policies and contracts in force on that 
date. It also requires policies and contracts in force on that date to cover, from that date forward, 
all persons who were previously denied coverage, but who would have been covered if the law had been in 
effect on the date the person became eligible to enroll in the plan. This application rule was added by 
Senate Amendment "8" (S-675) to the Committee Amendment. 

The bill limits pre-existing condition exclusions in most individual health care contracts to 6 months, 
except t~at a pre-existing condition that requires ongoing medical observation or treatment may be 
excluded for up to 24 months. As a result of Senate Amendment 11 811 (S-675), this limit is applicable to 
individual policies and contracts issued or renewed by commercial insurers, nonprofit service 
organizations or health maintenance organizations on or after December l, 1990. 

Finally, the bill creates the Task Force on Health Insurance Continuity, to study all reasonable 
proposals to ensure continuous health insurance coverage for as many Maine citizens as possible. 

LO 2274 was one of three bills relating to continuity of health insurance coverage. See LO 1979 (LV/WD) 
and LO 2250 (LV/WD). 

LD2291 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Protect Health Insurance Coverage for Citizens on 
Jury Duty 

SPONSOR(S) 
RYDELL 
THERIAULT 
HOBBINS 
PARADIS P 

COMMITIEE REPORT 
OTP-AM 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 
H-920 

PUBLIC 801 

LO 2291 prevents an employee from losing health insurance coverage as a result of absence from work to 
perform jury service, makes termination of coverage as a result of jury service a crime and permits the 
employee to sue for lost health insurance benefits. The bill also provides that an insurer may_ not issue 
a group or blanket health care contract of any kind for residents of this state that contains any 
provision permitting the termination of coverage if a person covered is called to serve on a jury. The 
prohibitions on termination of employee health insurance coverage due to jury service take effect on and 
apply to contracts issued, executed or renewed after January 1, 1991. 

The Committee Amendment (H-920) clarifies that employees are protected when they receive or respond to a 
summons for jury duty only, not for other types of summonses, clarifies terminology, and adds a fiscal 
note. 

LD2297 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Help Reduce the Incidence of Breast Cancer 
Mortality in the State and to Revise the Laws Relating to 
the Mandated Benefits Advisory Commission 

SPONSOR(S) 
ANDREWS 
RYDELL 
CLARK N 
CAHILL P 

COMMITIEE REPORT 
OTP-AM 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 
S-645 

INDEF PP 

LO 2297 requires all health insurance contracts and policies to include coverage for screening mammograms 
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