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This document is a compilation of the bill summaries prepared by this office for the Joint 
Standing Committees and Joint Select Committees of the Maine Legislature. The summaries 
are arranged by LD number for each committee. 

All Adopted Amendments are listed, by paper number (e.g., H-584 or S-222), together 
with the sponsor for floor amendments. Final action is listed to the right of the title. 
Committee Reports and Floor Action are abbreviated as follows: 

OTP 
OTP-ND 
OTP-ND-NT 
OTP-A 
ONTP 
LVWD 
INDEFPP 

Ought to Pass 
Ought to Pass in New Draft 

Ought to Pass in New Draft, New Title 
Ought to Pass as Amended 

Ought Not to Pass 
Leave to Withdraw 

Indefinitely Postponed 

Each individual summary was prepared by the analyst or analysts assigned to the 
committee. But, this document was produced by the efforts of all the office staff, including 
secretaries: Charlene Raymond, and Valarie Parlin, and especially Laurette Knox who 
coordinated preparation of the overall document. 

Please give us your suggestions and comments on these summaries and tell us of any 
inaccuracies. 



LD2074 

SUMMARY 

An Act Concerning Living Wills (Reported Pursuant to a Study 
Authorized by the Legislative Council) 

SPONSOR(S) COMMfITEE REPORT 
OTP-AM 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 
H-1059 

PUBLIC 830 

The bill represented the recommendations of the Termination of Medical Care Study. (See report) It 
amended the definition of "life-sustaining procedure" to include artificially administered nutrition and 
hydration as a procedure which may be withheld or withdrawn if thJ person so states in the living will. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-1059) replaced the bill. It incorporates the 1989 Uniform Rights of the 
Terminally Ill Act (introduced as LD 2286) and proposals by the Maine State Bar Association. It contains 
Uniform Law Commissioners' Comments as well as Maine Comments on appropriate sections. 

The amendment repeals the current Living Wills Statute, and enacts a slightly modified version of the 
Uniform Rights of the Terminally Ill Act into the Probate Code. The provisions regarding living wills 
are essentially the same as existing law, with the addition of the clarification of the definition of 
life-sustaining treatment as in the original bill. The amendment provides for the designation of a 
person to make life-sustaining treatment decisions for another person in the living will form. It also 
establishes a priority system to help physicians and other health care providers determine whose consent 
is necessary if no living will exists, there is no durable power of attorney and no guardian has been 
judicially appointed. 

LD2094 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Amend Vital Statistics Provisions Pertaining to 
Adoptions 

SPONSOR(S) 
CAHILL P 
BRANNIGAN 
WEBSTER M 
ANTHONY 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
OTP-AM 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 
S-602 

PUBLIC 818 

The original bill incorporated some of the recommendations of the Adoption Task Force. It required that 
certificates of birth issued after adoption be marked as amended, but that certificates after 
legitimation not be marked as amended. It broadened who may participate in the adoption registry. It 
also required the state registrar to provide information about available counseling services. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-602) replaced the bill. The amendment places an affirmative obligation on 
judges to ensure that parties to an adoption are aware of the adoption registry. It broadens who may 
participate in the registry, but allows the participants to choose who can contact them. An adoptee must 
reregister with the registry once he or she turns 18 to continue being registered. Birth certificates 
may be marked as amended after adoption if the parties choose. The state registrar is required to 
provide information about counseling services. 
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