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LO 1837 

SUMMARY 

An Act Related to the State Board of Substance Abuse 
Counselors 

SPONSOR(S) 
BUSTIN 
ROLDE 

COMMITIBE REPORT 
OTP-AM 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 
H-1039 ALLEN 
S-483 
S-506 BUSTIN 

This bill accomplishes the following: 

PUBLIC 831 
EMERGENCY 

1. Adds the Director of the Office of Alcoholism and a member of the University faculty to the 
bringing the total to 11. 
Reduces the number of counselor members from 7 to 5. 

Board, 
2. 
3. Requires that one of the 2 non-provider members be a public member and that one board member be a 

representative of a regional alcohol and drug abuse council. 
4. Requires that eligibility, examination and practice standards, which the Board is currently 

empowered to set, must be clear, measurable and written and requires an examination appeals process. 
5. Establishes an Advisory Committee to make recommendations to the Board and the Legislature. 

Commit tee Amendment "A" accomp 1 i shes the fo 11 owing: 

1. It eliminates the provision that certain State Board of Substance Abuse Counselors members may be 
registered or certified, which results in requiring that they be licensed. The category of certified 
substance abuse counselors does not exist. 

2. It eliminates the requirement that the board have a treasurer, since this function is performed 
by the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation. 

3. It increases to 60 days the time allowed for selection of the members of the advisory committee 
that is created in the bill. 

4: It indicates that the required study of reciprocity is an ongoing study. 
5. It requires that the advisory committee recommend the quorum to be required for administering 

oral examinations. 
6. It requires the advisory committee to report to the Legislature by February 1, 1991, and sunsets 

the committee on July l, 1991. It also provides that the committee receive no compensation. 
7. It raises the initial fees and renewal fees to a maximum of $150 biennially from initial fees of 

$100 for licensed substance abuse counselors, $50 for registered substance abuse counselors, and renewal 
fees of $25 biennially for both categories. 

House Amendment "A" to Committee Amendment "A" changes the initial and renewal licensing registration 
fees from $150 to $125. 

House Amendment "B" to Committee Amendment "A" adds language to the committee amendment to clarify that 
legislative members of the advisory committee to the State Board of Substance Abuse Counselors are 
appointed by legislative leadership. It also removes changes made by the committee amendment to initial 
license and registration fees and restructures the renewal fees so that a license renewal is $100 
biennially and registration renewal is $50 biennially. And, finally, it also changes the allocation and 
the fiscal note. 

House Amendment "C" to Committee Amendment "A" incorporates the changes proposed in House Amendment "B" 
to Committee Amendment "A", except that it removes the provision concerning the appointment of 
legislative members to the advisory committee. 

Senate Amendment "A" removes the requirement for legislators on the Advisory Board. 
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Senate Amendment "A" to Committee Amendment "A" removes the fee increases authorized in Committee 
Amendment "A" for initial registration and licensure. The amendment changes the fee schedule for 
renewals by authorizing a maximum biennial fee of $100 until February l, 1991, at which time the fee 
returns to the current statutorily authorized fee of $25 biennially unless the Legislature authorizes a 
higher fee. The amendment also requires the advisory committee to include in its report due February 1, 
1991, an analysis of and, justification for, the amounts of these fees. 

ID !852 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Amend the Professional Service Corporation Act 

SPONSOR(S) 
RIDLEY 
HOBBINS 
PARADIS P 
HASTINGS 

COMMITf'EE REPORT 
OTP 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 

PUBLIC 613 

The Professional Service Corporation Act was enacted in 1969 to allow professionals licensed in the same 
profession to practice in a corporate setting. However, "professional service" under the Maine Revised 
Statutes, Title 13, section 703, subsection 2, separately lists osteopaths and physicians and surgeons, 
thereby precluding these 2 types of professionals from practicing together in a single professional 
service corporation. The purpose of this bill is to define their service as the same for the purpose of 
the Professional Service Corporation Act, thus allowing osteopathic and allopathic physicians to practice 
together in a professional service corporation. 

ID 1866 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Amend the Law Concerning the Use of Replacement 
Hotor Vehicles 

SPONSOR(S) 
RICHARDS 
ALLEN 
LEBOWITZ 
CAHILL P 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
OTP-AM 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 
H-738 

PUBLIC 623 

Current law limits to 30 days the time for which a person must be reimbursed for a rental car to replace 
that person's damaged vehicle. This bill removes the 30-day limit. 

Committee Amendment "A" increases the limit to 45 days. 

ID 1892 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Amend the Definition of Dealer Under the Used Car 
lnfonaation Laws 

SPONSOR(S) 
CAHILL P 
MCPHERSON 
MACOMBER 
GOULD RR 

COMMrITEE REPORT 
OTP-AM 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 
H-824 ALLEN 
S-505 

PUBLIC 684 

The bill exempts finance companies and banks who are selling repossessed cars from the requirement that 
used cars must pass inspection and from the requirement of reporting prior damages. 

-3-
Office of Policy and Legal Analysis 

Business Legislation 


