
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



STATE OF MAINE 
114TH LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

BILL SUMMARY 
JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE 

ON 
BUSINESS LEGISLATION 

Staff: John B. Knox, Legislative Analyst 

Office of Policy & Legal Analysis 
Room 101, State House Sta. 13 

Augusta, HE 04333 
(207) 289-1670 

JULY 1989 

HEHBERS 

Sen. John E. Baldacci • 
Sen. Barry J. Hobbins 
Sen. R. Peter Whitmore 

Rep. Carol H. Allen• 
Rep. Carl F. Sheltra 
Rep. Christopher Scott Gurney 
Rep. Virginia Constantine 
Rep. Nason S. Graham 
Rep. Bertram Harston 
Rep. John Telow 
Rep. Albert G. Stevens 
Rep. Gary W. Reed 
Rep. Jack L. Libby 

• Denotes Chair 



1ARTHA E. FREEMAN, DIRECTOR 

vlLLIAM T. GLIDDEN. PR1Nc1PAL ANAL vsT 

ULIE S. JONES. PRINCIPAL ANALYST 

>AVID C. ELLIOTT. PRINCIPAL ANALYST 

.ILBERT W BREWER 
ODD R. BURROWES 
iRO FLATEBO 
>EBORAH C. FRIEDMAN 
OHN B. KNOX STATE OF MAINE 

OFFICE OF POLICY AND LEGAL ANALYSIS 
ROOM 101/107/135 

STATE HOUSE STATION 13 
AUGUSTA, MAINE 04333 

TEL: (207) 289-1670 

ANNIKA E. LANE 
EDWARD POTTER 

MARGARET J. REINSCH 
LARS H. RYDELL 
JOHN R. SELSER 

HAVEN WHITESIDE 
CAROLYN J. CHICK, AES. ASST 

ROBERT W. DUNN, AES Ass-:­

HARTLEY PALLESCHI, JR., RES ASST 

ONE HUNDRED AND FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE 
FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE 
BILL SUMMARIES 

AUGUST 1989 

This document is a compilation of the bill summaries 
prepared by this office for the Joint Standing Committees and 
Joint Select Committees of the Maine Legislature. The 
summaries are arranged by LD number for each committee. 

All Adopted Amendments are listed, by paper number (e.g., 
H-584 or S-222), together with the sponsor for floor 
amendments. Final action is listed to the right of the title. 
If final House and Senate action differ, both are listed. 
Committee Reports and Floor Action are abbreviated as follows: 

OTP Ought to Pass 
OTP-ND Ought to Pass in New Draft 
OTP-ND-NT Ought to Pass in New Draft, New Title 
OTP-A Ought to Pass as Amended 
ONTP Ought Not to Pass 
LVWD Leave to Withdraw 
INDEF PP Indefinitely Postponed 

Each individual summary was prepared by the analyst 
assigned, as noted for each committee. But, this document was 
produced by the efforts of all the office staff, including 
Research Assistant Barbara McGinn, and secretaries: Charlene 
Brann, und Valarie Parlin, and especially Laurette Knox who 
coordinated preparation of the overall document. 

Please give us your suggestions and comments on these 
summaries and tell us of any inaccuracies. 



LO 599 

SPONSOR(S) 
HUSSEY 
CLARK H 

GOULD RA 

SUMMARY 

An Act Regulating the Sale of Grave Markers by Funeral 
Establishments 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
OTP-AM 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 
H-241 
S-224 BALDACCI 

PUBLIC 391 

This bill prohibits persons licensed to provide funeral services from selling grave stones or markers. 

Committee Amendment "A" requires that whenever funeral establishments sell grave markers they adhere to 
the pricing disclosures required by the Federal Trade Commission in its "funeral Industry Practices" 
which requires that the marker be included in the list of goods and services provided to the consumer 
and requires that the consumer be told that purchase of the marker is optional. 

Senate Amendment "A" to Committee Amendment "A" clarifies that the Federal Trade Commission sale 
requirements do not apply to the sale of grave markers when the sale, or offer to sell, is made after 
the funeral has been completed. 

LD 624 

SPONSOR(S) 
MITCHELL 
CLARK N 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Hake Surveyors Liable for Their Surveying Errors 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
LV/WD 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 

LV/WD 

The practice of land surveying is regulated by a state board and surveyors are required to be registered 
based on certain standards of education and experience. The board may revoke this registration based on 
fraud, negligence or incompetence. This bill allows the board to find a surveyor guilty of a civil 
violation for these infractions and impose a penalty of 3 times the damage caused by the surveyor's 
action. The bill also changes the composition of the board from 5 surveyors and one member of the 
public to 3 surveyors and 4 members of the public. 

LD 634 

SPONSOR(S) 
ERWIN P 
BALDACCI 
WHITMORE 
GURNEY 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Authorize the Board of Accountancy to Establish 
Quality Review as a Condition to Practicing Public 
Accountancy 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
LV/WD 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 

LV/WD 

This bill authorizes the Board of Accountancy to promulgate rules requiring quality reviews as a 
condition to obtaining permits or renewals of permits to practice public accountancy in the State. 
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The law currently provides a definition of quality review. In addition, the law currently allows the 
board to require satisfactory completion of a quality review before reissuing a permit in an enforcement 
procedure, but it is unclear whether the law authorizes the board to adopt rules pertaining to quality 
reviews. 

LD 653 

SPONSOR(S) 
BUSTIN 
OLIVER 

5UMMARY 

An Act to Remove the Provision that Industrial Plant 
Employees Who Perform Electrical Work Need Not Be Licensed 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
LV/WD 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 

LV/WO 

Currently, employees of industrial and manufacturing concerns need not be licensed to perform electrical 
work. This bill removes that exemption and thereby requires that employees must be licensed to perform 
electrical work. 

LO 654 

SPONSOR(S) 
BUSTIN 
CLARK H 
DORE 
MATTHEWS 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Remove the Provision that Persons Doing Electrical 
Work on Generating Facilities Need Not be Licensed 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
LV/WD 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 

LV/WO 

Currently, electric work on public utilities and facilities under the jurisdiction of the Public 
Utilities Commission, Federal Communications Commission or Interstate Commerce Commission may be 
performed by persons who are not licensed electricians. 

This bill requires that persons performing electrical work on electric generating facilities must be 
licensed electricians. 

LO 660 An Act to Amend the Automobile Disclosure Laws LV/WO 

SPONSOR(S) COMMITTEE REPORT AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 
DUFFY LV/WD 
SHELTRA 
JACQUES 
BALDACCI 

SUMMARY 
This bill defines the term "substantial collision damage" as used in the requirement that the dealer 
report such damage to a prospective purchaser. The definition is too long and complex to repeat here 
and the reader is referred to the original bill for this specific content. 
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