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BILL SUMMARIES 
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This document is a compilation of the bill summaries 
prepared by this office for the Joint Standing Committees and 
Joint Select Committees of the Maine Legislature. The 
summaries are arranged by LD number for each committee. 

All Adopted Amendments are listed, by paper number (e.g., 
H-584 or S-222), together with the sponsor for floor 
amendments. Final action is listed to the right of the title. 
If final House and Senate action differ, both are listed. 
Committee Reports and Floor Action are abbreviated as follows: 

OTP Ought to Pass 
OTP-ND Ought to Pass in New Draft 
OTP-ND-NT Ought to Pass in New Draft, New Title 
OTP-A Ought to Pass as Amended 
ONTP Ought Not to Pass 
LVWD Leave to Withdraw 
INDEF PP Indefinitely Postponed 

Each individual summary was prepared by the analyst 
assigned, as noted for each committee. But, this document was 
produced by the efforts of all the office staff, including 
Research Assistant Barbara McGinn, and secretaries: Charlene 
Brann, und Valarie Parlin, and especially Laurette Knox who 
coordinated preparation of the overall document. 

Please give us your suggestions and comments on these 
summaries and tell us of any inaccuracies. 



LD 589 

SPONSOR(S) 
TARDY 
TWITCHELL 
NORTON 
CROWLEY 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Establish the Conmissioner of Agriculture, food 
and Rural Resources as an Ex Officio Hember of the 
University of Haine System Trustees 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
ONTP 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 

ONTP 

This bill would have placed the Commissioner of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources as an ex officio 
member of the University of Maine System Trustees. 

LD 600 An Act to Encourage School Attendance 

SPONSOR(S) COMMITTEE REPORT 
MACBRIDE 
CROWLEY 
SMALL 
KILKELLY 

SUMMARY 

ONTP 

ONTP 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 

This bill would have established a system of grants to be awarded to school units which lower their high 
school dropout rate or maintain a current dropout rate of zero percent. The grant program would have 
been administered by the Department of Educational and Cultural Services. 

LD 602 An Act to Extend the Length of the School Day ONTP 

SPONSOR(Sl COMMITTEE REPORT AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 
MACBRIDE ONTP 

SUMMARY 
This bill would have required the State Board of Education and the Commissioner of Educational and 
Cultural Services to amend the basic school approval rules regarding the length of the school day. The 
amended rule would have required that each school district lengthen its school day by a school period 
the length of which would have been set independently by local school boards. The curriculum for this 
extra period would have been determined independently by local school superintendents working together 
with school principals. This additional period could have been used only for academic purposes, such as 
extra help, remedial work, independent study for gifted students or study hall. 
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