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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE 
BILL SUMMARIES 

AUGUST 1989 

This document is a compilation of the bill summaries 
prepared by this office for the Joint Standing Committees and 
Joint Select Committees of the Maine Legislature. The 
summaries are arranged by LD number for each committee. 

All Adopted Amendments are listed, by paper number (e.g., 
H-584 or S-222), together with the sponsor for floor 
amendments. Final action is listed to the right of the title. 
If final House and Senate action differ, both are listed. 
Committee Reports and Floor Action are abbreviated as follows: 

OTP Ought to Pass 
OTP-ND Ought to Pass in New Draft 
OTP-ND-NT Ought to Pass in New Draft, New Title 
OTP-A Ought to Pass as Amended 
ONTP Ought Not to Pass 
LVWD Leave to Withdraw 
INDEF PP Indefinitely Postponed 

Each individual summary was prepared by the analyst 
assigned, as noted for each committee. But, this document was 
produced by the efforts of all the office staff, including 
Research Assistant Barbara McGinn, and secretaries: Charlene 
Brann, und Valarie Parlin, and especially Laurette Knox who 
coordinated preparation of the overall document. 

Please give us your suggestions and comments on these 
summaries and tell us of any inaccuracies. 



lfouse Amendment 11 8 11 (H-319) clarified that the Human Rights Act does not promote or condone any 
lifestyle or confer any special privileges. (Not adopted in Senate} 

I_O 502 An Act to Amend the Law Regard fog Shop 1 i fters 

3PONSOR(S) COMMITTEE REPORT 
t1ARSH OTP-AM 
nuTLAND 
CLARK N 

HASTINGS 

SJ)MMARY 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 
H-87 

PUBLIC 122 

The bill provides that a store owner, manager or supervisor, or that person's designee, can detain a 
person suspected of shoplifting. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-87} makes technical corrections and moves the language on warrantless arrests 
to the criminal code (17-A MRSA §15). 

I_O 605 

SPONSOR(Sl 
WENTWORTH 
HOBBINS 

.SUMMARY 

An Act Relating to the Division of Southern York of the 10th 
Haine District Court 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
OTP-AM 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 
H-88 

PUBLIC 98 

The bill transfers the municipality of Wells from the Division of Eastern York to the Division of 
Southern York. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-88) deletes Wells from the Division of Eastern York. 

LO 611 

SPONSOR(Sl 
HANDY 
PARADIS P 
BERUBE 
DILLENBACK 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Clarify Procedural Aspects of the forcible Entry 
and Detainer Law 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
OTP-AM 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 
H-265 

PUBLIC 452 

Section 1 of the bill requires the court to schedule and hold a hearing in an eviction proceeding within 
7 days. A defendant must file a written answer enumerating all defenses on or before the return day. 
Section 2 of the bill requires a court to issue the writ of possession within 5 days of judgment, and 
allows issuance of a 2nd writ. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-265) requires that the defendant's written answer need list only those 
defenses known at the time of filing. It also deletes the requirement that the writ be issued within 5 
days (which is covered by Maine Rules of Civil Procedure}. 
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