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BILL SUMMARIES 
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This document is a compilation of the bill summaries 
prepared by this office for the Joint Standing Committees and 
Joint Select Committees of the Maine Legislature. The 
summaries are arranged by LD number for each committee. 

All Adopted Amendments are listed, by paper number (e.g., 
H-584 or S-222), together with the sponsor for floor 
amendments. Final action is listed to the right of the title. 
If final House and Senate action differ, both are listed. 
Committee Reports and Floor Action are abbreviated as follows: 

OTP Ought to Pass 
OTP-ND Ought to Pass in New Draft 
OTP-ND-NT Ought to Pass in New Draft, New Title 
OTP-A Ought to Pass as Amended 
ONTP Ought Not to Pass 
LVWD Leave to Withdraw 
INDEF PP Indefinitely Postponed 

Each individual summary was prepared by the analyst 
assigned, as noted for each committee. But, this document was 
produced by the efforts of all the office staff, including 
Research Assistant Barbara McGinn, and secretaries: Charlene 
Brann, und Valarie Parlin, and especially Laurette Knox who 
coordinated preparation of the overall document. 

Please give us your suggestions and comments on these 
summaries and tell us of any inaccuracies. 



LO 483 

SPONSOR(Sl 
ESTES 
HANDY 
PARADIS J 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Change the Process of Selecting the Commissioner 
of Educational and Cultural Services 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
ONTP 
OTP 

MAJ 
MIN 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 

DIED BETWEEN 
HOUSES 

LO 483 proposed to reverse the current appointment procedure with respect to the Commissioner of the 
Department of Educational and Cultural Services. The appointing authority would have been transferred 
from the Governor to the State Board of Education. The purpose of the bill was to remove education from 
politics. Currently, the Commissioner of Education is appointed by State boards of education in 23 
states. In 7 states, the commissioner's appointment is made by the Governor, with Maine being the only 
New England state to use this procedure. In 16 states, the Commissioner of Education is elected by the 
people. 

LO 509 

SPONSOR(S) 
FOSTER 
BUSTIN 
DAGGETT 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Authorize the Maine Court Facilities Authority to 
Accept Gifts and Contributions 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
OTP-AM 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 
H-208 

PUBLIC 221 

LO 509 proposes to authorize the 15 member Supreme Judicial Court Plan and Design Commission to accept 
federal funds and gifts including furnishings and artifacts. The purpose of the resolve was to 
encourage people to bequeath furnishings to a new Supreme Court Building. 

The Commission, however, has no authority to construct, furnish, or reconstruct a Supreme Court building. 

Since the Commission is composed of members from different branches of State government, the Commission 
would be in violation of the Separation of Powers principle if it were empowered to award money and 
gifts. 

The bill was amended to empower the Maine Court facilities Authority to accept federal funds, gifts, and 
contributions. 

LO 546 

SPONSOR(S) 
GARLAND 
BALDACCI 

SUMMARY 

Resolve, Concerning a Right-of-way Across the Elizabeth 
Levinson Center in Bangor 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
ONTP 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 

LO 546 proposed: 

ONTP 

A. To increase by 25 feet the width of an easement across the property of the Elizabeth Levinson 
Center in Bangor provided by the State in 1983 to John Burke; and 
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