
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



STATE OF HAINE 
113TH LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION 

BILL SUMMARY 
JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE 

ON 
STATE & LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

PART I - STATE GOVERNMENT 

HAY 1988 

MEMBERS 

Sen. John L. Tuttle, Jr. * 
Sen. John E. Baldacci 
Sen. Robert R. Gould 

Rep. Donnell P. Carroll* 
Rep. Dorothy A. Rotondi . 
Rep. Bradford E. Boutilier 
Rep. Elaine Lacroix 
Rep. Robert E. Hussey, Jr. 
Rep. Cushman D. Anthony 
Rep. Alberta M. Wentworth 
Rep. Garg Bickford 
Rep. Theone. F. Look 
Rep. Barbara E. Strout 

* Denotes Chair 

Staff: Ted Potter, Legislative Analyst 

Office of Policy & Legal Analysis 
Room 101, State House Sta. 13 

Augusta, ME 04333 
(207) 289-1670 



.EN T. GINDER, DIRECTOR 

:N WHITESIDE, DEP. DIRECTOR 

ERT W. BREWER 
10 C. ELLIOTT 
) FLATEBO 
THA E. FREEMAN, SA. ATTY. 

B. GAUTSCH! 
L..IAM T. GLIDDEN, JR. STATE OF MAINE 

OFFICE OF POLICY AND LEGAL ANALYSIS 
ROOM 101 / 107 / 135 

STATE HOUSE STATION 13 
AUGUSTA, MAINE 04333 

TEL.: (207) 289·1670 

ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTEENTH LEGISLATURE 
FIRST & SECOND SPECIAL SESSIONS 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION 

JOINT STANDING COHHITTEE 
BILL SUMMARIES 

MAY-1988 

JULIES. JONES 
JOHN B. KNOX 

EDWARD POTTER 
MARGARET J. REINSCH 

LARS H. RYDELL 
JOHN R. SELSER 

CAROLYN J. CHICK, PARALEGAL 

ROBERT W. DUNN, RES.. ASST._ 

HARTLEY PALLESCHI, JR. RES.. ASST 

This document is a compilation of the bill summaries 
prepared by this office for the Joint Standing Committees and 
Joint Select Committees of the Maine Legislature. The 
summaries are arranged by LD number under each committee. 

All Adopted Amendments are listed, by paper number (e.g., 
H-584 or S-222), together with the sponsor for floor 
amendments. Final action is listed to the right of the title. 
If final House and Senate action differ, both are listed. 
Committee Reports and Floor Action are indicated as follows:: 

OTP Ought to Pass 
OTP-ND Ought to Pass in New Draft 
OTP-ND-NT Ought to Pass in New Draft, New Title 
OTP-A Ought to Pass as Amended 
ONTP Ought Not to Pass 
LVWD Leave to Withdraw 
INDEF pp Indefinitely Postponed 

Each individual summary was prepared by the analyst 
assigned; as noted for each committee. But, this document was 
produced by the efforts of all the office staff, including 
Secretaries: Charlene Brann, Janet Jean, Earl Knox, Valarie 
Parlin; Research Assistant Bartley Palleschi. Finally, 
Secretary Laurette Knox, Legal Assistant Carolyn Chick, and 
Research Assistant Robert Dunn had special responsibilities in 
the preparation of the overall document. 

Please give us your suggestions and comments on these 
summaries and tell us of any inaccuracies. 



LD 
2571 

RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of 
Maine to Make the Language of the Constitution Gender
Neutral 

CON RES 
003 

SPONSOR(S) 
DIAMOND 
CLARK N 
PERKINS 
FOSTER 

COMMITTEE REPORT AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 
H-521 CARROLL 

SUMMARY 
New Draft, Majority Report of LD 1949. 

H-579 
S-360 

CARROLL 
BUSTIN 

The original bill, LD 1949, proposed to amend the Maine Constitution and to 
authorize the Chief Justice of the Maine Supreme Court (Chief Justice 
McKusick) to" ••• arrange the Constitution •.• causing the language to be 
gender neutral." The language revisions would be provided to the Legislature 
for approval in 1989. The Chief Justice would not make any other changes in 
the Constitution. 

This amendment would be voted upon by the electorate in November of 1988. 

LO 2571, the new' draft of LO 1949, maintains the tradition of electorate 
approval of amendments to the Maine Constitution, including changes in 
language. This new draft amends the Constitution and changes male gender 
references to neutral gender references. The electorate will vote on the 
proposed changes in the November 1988 election. The amendments to LD 2571 
clarified roughly 10 gender-neutral references and added a fiscal note. 

LD 
2577 

Resolve, Authorizing the Sale of Certain Public Lands 
Located in the Gity of Portlan~ 

ONTP 

SPONSOR(S) 
GILL 
.BRANNIGAN 

COMMITTEE REPORT AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 
ONTP 

SUMMARY 
This resolve authorized the Commissioner of Administration, through the Bureau 
of Public Improvements, to undertake on behalf of the State the sale of 
property located in the City of Portland, for which neither the Department of 
Mental Health and Mental Retardation, to which the property is currently 
entrusted, nor any other state agency has any current or anticipated need. 

After conducting an appropriate legal title search and obtaining a market 
value appraisal, the commissioner would advertise the property for sale to the 
highest bidder, while retaining the right to reject any or all bids in the 
event that in the commissioner's judgment the bids were. unresponsive. 

Net proceeds from the sale would have been deposited as undedicated General 
Fund revenue of the State. 
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Testimony concerned the sale of an asset that has been appreciating at a rapid 
rate for funding state government. Many opponents argued that government 
operations should not be funded from the sale of capital assets. 

LD 
2581 

An Act to Make Certain Personnel Records Maintained by the 
Bureau of Human Resources Available to the Bureau of 
Employee Relations 

PUBLIC 
673 

SPONSOR(S) 
TUTTLE 
GOULD RR 
CARROLL 
WEYMOUTH 

COMMITTEE REPORT AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 

SUMMARY 
New Draft Of LO 1985 

LO 1985 proposed that confidential state employee records maintained by the 
Bureau of Human Resources in the Department of Administration be made 
available to the Bureau of Employee Relations. The Bureau of Employee 
Relations (BOER) and the Maine State Employees Association (MSEA) want access 
to employee records for disciplinary proceedings, and other proceedings 
relating to employees. 

LO 2581 provides a process by which confidential information may be provided 
to BOER and MSEA and, at the same time, protect the employees about whom tte 
confidential information pertains. 

This new draft allows the introduction of state employee confidential 
information in closed proceedings in which the Bureau of Employee Relations, a 
state emploiee or employee~ or an organization representing the state employee 
are parties. These proceedings include negotiation, arbitration, mediation 
grievance proceedings, human rights, unemployment compensation, workers' 
compensation and labor relations proceedings. 

The confidential information provided for these proceedings is required to be 
directly related to the proceedings. The Director of Human Resources will 
make the decision with respect to the type of information that will be 
disclosed following receipt of a written request for specific information from 
the Director of Employee Relations. A copy of this request for confidential 
information will be provided to the state employee or employees and the 
employee organization representing the employee in grievance proceedings. 
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