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This document is a compilation of the bill summaries 
prepared by this office for the Joint Standing Committees and 
Joint Select Committees of the Maine Legislature. The 
summaries are arranged by LD number under each committee. 

All Adopted Amendments are listed, by paper number (e.g., 
H-584 or S-222), together with the sponsor for floor 
amendments. Final action is listed to the right of the title. 
If final House and Senate action differ, both are listed. 
Committee Reports and Floor Action are indicated as follows:: 

OTP Ought to Pass 
OTP-ND Ought to Pass in New Draft 
OTP-ND-NT Ought to Pass in New Draft, New Title 
OTP-A Ought to Pass as Amended 
ONTP Ought Not to Pass 
LVWD Leave to Withdraw 
INDEF pp Indefinitely Postponed 

Each individual summary was prepared by the analyst 
assigned; as noted for each committee. But, this document was 
produced by the efforts of all the office staff, including 
Secretaries: Charlene Brann, Janet Jean, Earl Knox, Valarie 
Parlin; Research Assistant Bartley Palleschi. Finally, 
Secretary Laurette Knox, Legal Assistant Carolyn Chick, and 
Research Assistant Robert Dunn had special responsibilities in 
the preparation of the overall document. 

Please give us your suggestions and comments on these 
summaries and tell us of any inaccuracies. 



financial assistance for education. STAR was proposed to be funded through a 
payroll tax on employers. Essentially, a scheduled decrease in the tax would 
not be phased in. 

The new draft passed the Senate but was amended in the House by H-478 which 
transferred funding of the program to the General Fund. The Senate did not 
concur. A conference committee met and could not come to agreement. A second 
committee of conference proposed H-696, an amendment to shift funding of the 
program to the General Fund and repeal the program after one year. Several 
reporting requirements also were included. That amendment was not adopted 
either. 

The bill finally passed with H-750, which places the STAR program under the 
Job Training Partnership Act, changes the county allocation formula, clarifies 
the period during which supportive services may be paid and removes several 
reporting requirements contained in earlier bills. Funding for the program 
was contained in the Part II budget and came from the General Fund. 
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SUMMARY 

ONTP 
OTP 

MAJ 
MIN 

This bill sought to abate unemployment compensation taxes for home knitters 
for the period 1982 to 1986. In 1986, the Legislature enacted a bill to 
exempt home-knitters from having to pay this tax. However, five firms still 
owe back taxes for their employees for 1982 to 1986, before this exemption. 
During the First Regular Session, a bill was introduced to exempt 
home-knitters for this period, raising a conformity issue. The abatement for 
home-knitters was proposed to avoid problems with conformity, however, the 
committee did not pass the bill. 

LD 
2517 

An Act to Increase Work Incentive in the Unemployment 
Insurance Partial Benefit Structure 
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SUMMARY l 
New Draft Of LO 2105 

Currently, unemployment compensation recipients may work part-time but can 
only keep up to $10 of their earnings before their benefits are reduced for 
their earnings. This provision has not been ·changed since 1957. The original 
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