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This document is a compilation of the bill summaries
prepared by this office for the Joint Standing Committees and
Joint Select Committees of the Maine Legislature. The
summaries are arranged by LD number under each committee.

All Adopted Amendments are listed, by paper number (e.g.,
H-584 or S-222), together with the sponsor for floor
amendments. Final action is listed to the right of the title.
If final House and Senate action differ, both are listed.
Committee Reports and Floor Action are indicated as follows::

OTP : Ought to Pass

OTP-ND Ought to Pass in New Draft

OTP-ND-NT : Ought to Pass in New Draft, New Title
OTP-A Ought to Pass as Amended

ONTP Ought Not to Pass

LVWD Leave to Withdraw

INDEF PP Indefinitely Postponed

Each individual summary was prepared by the analyst
assigned, as noted for each committee. But, this document was
produced by the efforts of all the office staff, including
Secretaries: Charlene Brann, Janet Jean, Earl Knox, Valarie
Parlin; Research Assistant Hartley Palleschi. Finally,
Secretary Laurette Knox, Legal Assistant Carolyn Chick, and
Research Assistant Robert Dunn had special responsibilities in
the preparation of the overall document.

Please give us your suggestions and comments on these
summaries and tell us of any inaccuracies.



LD An Act to Provide for a State Trademark for Maine Products ND 2572
2199 - '

SPONSOR(S) COMMITTEE REPORT AMENDMENTS ADOPTED
MAHANY OTP-ND

TARDY

PARADIS J

PINES

SUMMARY
Replaced By LD 2572

LD An Act to Improve the Potato Marketing Improvement Fund PUBLIC
2211 754
- EMERGENCY
SPONSOR(S) ) COMMITTEE __ REPORT AMENDMENTS ADOPTED
MAHANY OTP-AM H-639
TARDY H-671 TARDY
PARADIS J H-719 TARDY
THERIAULT ’
SUMMARY

This bill will expand and enhance the loan review subcommittee of the Potato
Marketing Improvement Committee, set the interest rate for state loans at 2%
below the rate for general obligation bonds of the State, clarify eligibility
for a loan through the Potato Marketing Improvement Fund and facilitate use of
the funds by requiring the Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources
to maintain an office for use in providing information and encouragement
concerning the Potato Marketing Improvement Fund.

Committee Amendment A (H-639) eliminates the section which would have added
farmers to the fund's loan review committee. It clarifies the intention of
the Act to allow the use of the Potato Marketing Improvement Fund for the
design, construction and operation of storage, packing and marketing
facilities. It also clarifies that Potato Marketing Improvement Fund
mortgages are assumable. Lastly, it requires that department rules be
developed covering the purchase of existing structures, particularly rules
that will ensure that such purchases are consistent with the purpose of the
original legislation, which created the fund and its financing.

This amendment sets the interest rate for all loans, including current loans,
at 5%. -

The amendment strengthens the section regarding the requirement for an office
in Aroostook County to service the fund. It requires that, if staffing of the
office is contracted for, the contract be made by the managing agency, which
is currently the Finance Authority of Maine.

Finally, the amendment removes the appropriation from the bill. The Aroostook
County office is to be funded from money currently allocated from the Potato
Marketing Improvement Fund.
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