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disabled, the period was up to one year. When this 
extended coverage expires, the employees may still convert 
to an individual policy as provided under current law. It 
was also clarified that the bill did not prevent employees 
from bargaining for or receiving more coverage than 
required under the bill, nor were employers required to 
provide the group coverage option for longer than the 
6-month or one-year periods. 

AN ACT TO AMEND THE WORKERS' COMPENSATION ACT 
TO REQUIRE PREPAYMENT FOR MEDICAL AIDS AND TO 
MAKE CORRECTIONS RELATING TO FOREIGN EMPLOYEES 

Sponsor: MARTIN, J. 
Committee Report: New draft of LD 2098 
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SUMMARY: L.D. 2098 was so poorly drafted nobody could make 
any sense out of it. 

L.D. 2274 had 2 major purposes. First, it made the payment 
of medical aids part of the early-pay system under the 
Workers' Compensation Act. Second, it enacted several 
provisions dealing with foreign workers. It created a 
presumption that for residents of a foreign country that 
has a socialized medical program, that program would pay 
for the medical expenses associated with the treatment of a 
work-related injury suffered in Maine. The insurer would 
be responsible only for reimbursing the socialized medical 
program for those expenses; it would not be directly liable 
to the health care provider who performed the services. It 
also allowed workers' compensation benefits to be cut off 
if, because of residency in a foreign country, the injured 
worker refused an offer of suitable work or refused to 
comply with the conditions of a rehabilitation program. 

House Amendment "A" (H-625) clarified that the presumption 
of payment of an injured worker's medical costs applies 
only to the socialized medical programs of jurisdictions 
located outside the United States. 

Senate Amendment "A" (S-466) deleted the portion of the 
bill which allowed a foreign employee's workers' 
compensation benefits to be cut off before a hearing and 
final decision on a petition for review under 39 MRSA §100. 
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