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AN ACT TO CLARIFY THE LAWS OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF MARINE RESOURCES 
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The bill repeals an unallocated section of a bill passed in 
the 110th Legislature which required a report by the 
Commissioner (DMR) on the use of funds from a license 
increase. The unallocated section was amended in the llllh 
Legislature to extend the reporting date. The section 
stipulated that if the report was not made that the license 
fee sections throughout the marine resources laws would be 
repealed. The Commissioner has reported and the committee 
approved the bill to avoid future confusion. 
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The bill proposed a comprehensive lobster trap limit and 
limited entry program for the lobster industry. The bill 
also incorporated provisions for the harvest of oversize, 
offshore lobsters, lobster hatcheries, a harvest season, 
trawl limits, time-of-day limits on lobstering and an 
apprentice program. There was little support for the bill at 
its hearing. The majority of the committee felt that 
conditions did not warrant the sweeping actions contained in 
the bill. 
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